ORGANIZATION PROFILE
KUMEKUCHA YOUTH SELF HELP GROUP

A registered community based organization, operating in Maringo Eastlands, Nairobi, Makadara constituency

MAJOR PURPOSE OR MISSION OF THE ORGANIZATION: To harness the talents and resources available amongst the community to promote self-help, creativity, leadership, entrepreneurship and educational initiatives by the youths.

CONTACTS:
The co-ordinator, Kumekucha 

Telephone: 254-20-550278 or 254-722-676267

Email       kumekucha2000@yahoo.com or write to 

KUMEKUCHA YOUTH GROUP, P.O. BOX 13695-00100 GPO

NAIROBI, KENYA
ORGANIZATION’S CURRENT ACTIVITIES,

· Youth civic engagement activities
· The organization operates a Youth based community resource centre with library facility, On-going Academic tuition and Basic computer training for the youths.

· We aim at capacity building in various areas among the youths and community, we have 3 workshops in a month to involve the youths in development at different levels, the topic of the workshop are all geared towards encouraging active participation of youth in the development process. 

· The organization has a monthly forum for youth discussions on Responsible Citizenship, addressing topical issues in the country. It also offers a platform for students to reflect on civic education through debates organized at regular intervals and Essay writing with reward and publishing of the best 4, for primary schools. 

· We have a small micro finance credit scheme with the youths who we train on how to start small business and award a start up capital with constant monitoring of their ventures. 

· We have initiated a learning scheme where youths and adults who didn’t don’t know how to read and write are helped and prepared to sit for the National Examinations.

· To increase the civic awareness among the youths in this area, we have formed an umbrella body in collaboration with the Makadara Social Development Office. The group meets monthly with leadership trainings and linkages.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS TO DATE.

· An operational Youth resource Centre with books.

· Continuous Computer training for local youths. So far we have trained more than 600 youths in basic computer skills.

· 10 youths have gotten employment opportunities after having been interns at the Resource centre in different companies.

· Linked 9 youth to employment Opportunities in local industries in the country.
· Empowered 30 youths to establish their small scale enterprises so far 9 have established their small scale projects.

· Increase civic and political awareness of youth in the area, witnessed by their contributions in the recent constitution review process, engagement in the National Youth Policy debate, reduced political violence.

· Youth/Adult scheme initiated, with 5 youths involved as the trainers, hence creation of employment.

· Participated in the 3rd Global Youth Employment Summit, through sponsoring delegates, exhibiting the groups’ products and secondment of an officer to the YES KENYA 2006 Secretariat.

· Offers 3 opportunities for young people from local organizations and colleges every month to work as interns in the various projects. 

COLLABORATIONS:

· Emerging Young Leaders—to offer training to our youths.

· Bahati rehabilitation centre---we offer counseling, tuition, leadership trainings to the Boys there.

· Social Development Officer/Makadara--- to offer guidance, and motivation to the organization, we act as a link with the local youths and mentor in the area.

· 15 local Community Based Organizations—Point of entry and access to the Youths.

· Youth Employment Summit Kenya Network----Offer Guidance and training in youth entrepreneurship.

· Kenya Youth Foundation---Offer insights on policy issues that affect the Youths and guide on how to intervene as youths.

· Artemisia Foundation---Offer logistical and mentoring Support to the Organization.

· Book Aid –Africa -----Provide reading materials for the centre

· Dero Community and Cultural Organization----Offer reading material.
