It is my pleasure to present to you:

---------------------------------------------------------------

The Artists for Social Change (ASC) Dispatch!

---------------------------------------------------------------

For the month of March 2010 (Volume 6.1):

In this Issue:

1 -> Locks of Love Hair Drive 2009
2 -> Organization Updates
3 -> Baltimore Community Art Project

4 -> Closing Remarks 

---------------------------------------------------------------

** 1. Locks of Love Hair Drive 2009**

---------------------------------------------------------------

Thanks to all the volunteers for the 7th annual Locks of Love Hair Drive which took place on the 6th of May, 2009.  This time, the event was co-sponsored by the UMBC sorority Sigma Alpha Epsilon Pi.  Thanks to all hair donors!  May your hair grow back beautifully (so that you can donate again in a few years)! ;-) Unfortunately, the Locks of Love program (http://www.locksoflove.org/) currently does not have a way to find out which child will be receiving a wig made from your donation.  Nonetheless, I am positive that the benefactor of your hair donation is super excited and grateful!

Many thanks also to Rachel Kabik and the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Pi sorority for volunteering throughout the entire event!  This event could not have happened without your help!  Thanks also to the UMBC Off-Campus Student Services center for your help reserving everything and decorating!  Lastly, thanks to the volunteer stylists of Hair Cuttery (at 4632 Wilkens Ave. in Baltimore) and their volunteer associates from around the area.  As usual, they did an amazing job!  Be sure to check out photos in the Photo Album section of the artistsforsocialchange.org site!
---------------------------------------------------------------

** 2. Organization Updates **

---------------------------------------------------------------

· We are now recognized by the government!  As of November 24, 2009, Artists for Social Change is an official nonprofit corporation in Maryland.
· This newsletter will now be published every other month.  Sorry for not having a 5th volume of dispatches–last year in ASC, short emails without monthly summaries were in fashion. ;-)

· Check back in May for the latest! 
---------------------------------------------------------------

** 3. Baltimore Community Art Project **

---------------------------------------------------------------

Does painting your heart out all over Baltimore sound like fun to you?  Do you like murals?  If so, then you are definitely wanted for the Baltimore Community Art Project!  If you’re interested (regardless of whether or not you are affiliated with ASC), please read the following email which explains the project and how to get involved.  Looking forward to working with you to beautify our city!

---------------------------->8---------------------------------------------->8------------------------------------

--------- Original Message -----------
Subject: Baltimore Community Art Project
From:    "Trevor Hummel" 

Date:    Fri, February 26, 2010 1:43 pm

To:      "Artists for Social Change"

-------------------------------------------



Dear Artists for Social Change,

My name is Trevor Hummel, and I'm a Sophomore at JHU.

I'm interested in finding artists, painters, graphic designers, or
anyone who would be willing to work with me on a project (ideally)
involving private Baltimore landowners as well as other Baltimore
mural projects (like Citypaint). We will help beautify the city
through numerous small and medium sized projects in spaces that would
go overlooked by the more 'large scale' muralist and public art
organizations.

Here is a rough mission statement I've written up for the project:

We aim to create smaller-scale projects as an addition to the
expansive murals produced by the more renowned artists of the
community and well instated public art organizations. We want to make
smaller murals, as well as  "micro-art" projects, which include the
façades of small buildings, pieces of infrastructure, and any other
structures that are often overlooked yet constitute the large body of
the environment that people interact with day to day. By going after
these places, we "fill in the gaps" where larger artists and
organizations aren't present, and through this help to spread
creativity, diversity, community and hope in the communal environment
as well as the nooks and crannies of our habitat.

Simply put, a lot of people in the Baltimore community don't get to
encounter the large works of art put on by well known artists and
bigger art organizations in the city. Even in the places where people
do get to encounter these works, it's likely that this is the only
instance of public art they encounter in their environment. If we can
move in, infuse beauty into a multitude of creative locations, we can
truly help to inspire and uplift in a city that needs it. Think

"easter eggs" and permission to make street art-- this is the plan, to get

property owners to give us permission to put our art on the walls and
infrastructure for all to see.

It's early in the project, so I'm currently just gauging interest from
the community. Should the project gain traction with enough artists
volunteering as well as outside funding, the work would involve us
scouting good art spaces, drawing proofs for the homeowners or the
city (depending on the location of the piece), and of course the
painting itself-- which may vary from the side of a building to
lampposts or sewer covers. Time would presumably be flexible as it
would be an ongoing effort, and multiple artists would be working on
individual projects throughout the city to efficiently produce the art
for the residents of the area.

If you're interested, the e-mail address for the project is

bmorecap@gmail.com
, and there's a facebook page (linked below) that I've made as a place
where we can all get together.

Hopefully we can (legally!) paint on the walls of our environment, do
good things for a city that needs it, and spread the beauty stored in
the abilities of a strong community of artists.

Thanks for taking the time!

Trevor Hummel
(trevor.hummel@gmail.com)

Facebook Group:

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=info&gid=326930644230
Or, search for 'Baltimore Community Arts Project', it should be the
first listed.

---------------------------->8---------------------------------------------->8------------------------------------

Feel free to pass this email along!  (And email bmorecap@gmail.com if you haven’t already!) ;-)
 ---------------------------------------------------------------

** 4. Closing Remarks **

---------------------------------------------------------------

To our new members, welcome! You’ve joined at a very exciting time!  There will be many opportunities to use your creativity for the betterment of the community.  For example, we are about to explore the engineering aspect of beautification for an international project.  Check out the next issue for details!  

In art & beauty,

Hasina    

