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Sweden is situated on the Scandinavian Peninsula in northern Europe. The area is 449 964 km² divided into 25 provinces. Longest north-south distance: 1,574 km and longest east-west distance: 499 km. 

The population reached nine million people this year. Our capital city is Stockholm, located on the east coast. 

Sweden is a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary democracy.

Every four years there is an election to our Government. Everyone aged 18 and above, with a Swedish membership is allowed to vote. We have a lot of different political parties but strongest are the Social Democrats (Socialdemokraterna) and the Conservatives (Moderaterna). Today the Social Democrats are in the lead. 
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The animal life is quite rich and we have animals like wolf, lynx, elk, deer, reindeer, wild boar, wolverine, brown bear and beaver. About 6% or our land area is turned into national parks in order to preserve the wild life and flora. We have a lot of mountains, coniferous forests and rivers up north and open fields, deciduous forests and lakes in the south. Our climate varies a lot between summer and winter. In winter most parts get a lot of snow and skiing is quite common in the northern parts but in summer we have warm weather which makes a perfect nursery for animals and migratory birds. 
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A minority in Sweden are the Sami. They have their own language and most of them support themselves by reindeer breeding, hunting and making different kinds of arts and crafts. 

The official language is Swedish and it is the native tongue of about 90% of the population. But the law also currently recognizes Sami, Finnish and Meänkieli (the Finnish of the Torne Valley), Romani and Yiddish as national minority languages, along with the sign language of deaf people to a certain degree. 

Today Sweden has most religions and we have the freedom to practise any religion by law. However, about 82% belong to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Sweden. The Vikings had the Æsir cult as their religion but in the 9th century Christianity reached Sweden by missionaries from Germany and England. 

In Sweden we have a nine-year comprehensive compulsory school and you start at the age of six or seven. Then you move on to an upper secondary school for three to four years before you are allowed to go to university. The school system in Sweden is free of charge. We have a couple of private schools but most schools are run by each municipality. 

Sweden is an industrial country but farming, forestry and fishing are also important parts of the economy. The mining industry has played a big part in our history as well as the forestry. Today paper products, electrical and computer equipment, motor vehicles, machinery, chemical products, pharmaceuticals, iron and steel are our main export. Volvo, Saab (cars), Ericsson (mobile phones amongst other things) and IKEA (furniture) are well known Swedish companies. 

The music industry is also known all over the world. Artists like Abba, Ace of Base, A-teens, the Cardigans, Robyn and many more have concord the world.  

Tourism and research are two expanding branches today.
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Every year the Nobel Prize Award takes place in Stockholm on the 10 of December in honour of Alfred Nobel, one of our great inventors. For more information: http://nobelprize.org/
Maybe one of your countrymen has gotten a Nobel Prize?

Have you ever heard about Pippi Longstocking? 

She is a very strong girl who even can lift a horse. She is fictional of course but the stories are translated to more than 50 languages. The author is Astrid Lindgren who unfortunately passed away in 2002. She was one of the most popular children’s authors in the world. 

A few fierce events in the history of Sweden:
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Today we have a lot of ancient monuments from the age of the Vikings. Our archaeologists have found villages, parts of boats, clothes, cutleries etc. and they have also found proof of their stone carvings. One of these findings is the “Rökstenen” from about 800 AD. The rune stones were like billboards telling fantastic stories of great deeds and big brave men. This stone is to be found near a village called Ödeshög. It tells us about Tjodrik the Brave or Teoderik the Great (455 – 526 AD). He was the founder of the East-Gothic Empire in Italy – today probably long forgotten.  An English translation of the stone: 

In memory of Vémóðr/Vámóðr stand these runes. And Varinn coloured them, the
father, in memory of his dead son. I say the folktale / to the young men, which
the two war-booties were, which twelve times were taken as war-booty, both
together from various men. I say this second, who nine generations ago lost his
life with the Hreidgoths; and died with them for his guilt. Þjóðríkr the bold,
chief of sea-warriors, ruled over the shores of the Hreiðsea. Now he sits armed
on his Goth(ic horse), his shield strapped, the prince of the Mærings. I say
this the twelfth, where the horse of Gunnr sees fodder on the battlefield, where
twenty kings lie. This I say as thirteenth, which twenty kings sat on Sjólund
for four winters, of four names, born of four brothers: five Valkis, sons of
Hráðulfr, five Hreiðulfrs, sons of Rugulfr, five Háisl, sons of Hôrðr, five
Gunnmundrs/Kynmundrs, sons of Bjôrn. Now I say the tales in full. Someone ... I
say the folktale / to the young men, which of the line of Ingold was repaid by a
wife's sacrifice. I say the folktale / to the young men, to whom is born a
relative, to a valiant man. It is Vélinn. He could crush a giant. It is Vélinn
... I say the folktale / to the young men: Þórr. Sibbi of Vé, nonagenarian,
begot (a son). (http://hemsidor.torget.se/users/r/runor/rokstenen.htm)
The Bloodbath in Stockholm in 1520:

One of our worst beheadings took place in 1520. Due to war between different regents the economy was lousy and people were starving. One who wished to be king of Sweden was Sten Sture. He sent a messenger to the Pope in Rome since Sweden by that time was Catholic. The messenger was to plea for Sten Sture so that he would be given the title of King. When that didn’t work he gathered his men in order to kill the archbishop, Gustaf Trolle, whom he thought had a big part in him not getting the title. He won that battle and locked the archbishop in a castle, but they were not happy in Rome and therefore they excommunicated Sten Sture. The Danish King, Kristian II, in Sweden called Kristian the Tyrant, had for a while wanted to rule in Sweden as well and therefore he started a war. Sten Sture got injured in one of these battles and on his way home to Stockholm in a sleigh he died, aged 27. The Danish king now had better chances and he advanced towards Stockholm. Sten Sture’s widow, Kristina Gyllenstierna, started negotiating with Kristian and finally they agreed on the terms of surrender. Kristian was crowned by the reinstated archbishop Gustaf Trolle and a big feast started that lasted for many days. During these days Gustaf Trolle got the opportunity to accuse the ones who had fought him before and since he had the authority of a judge he decided that his former enemies were to be sentenced to death. A massive beheading took place. The rich were beheaded by swords, the more simple people with axes and the poorest people were hanged. A total of 80 – 90 people were executed. The bodies were burnt in a big bonfire. 

The uproar in Bender:

After the battle of Poltava, 1709, the Swedish king Charles XII, or in Sweden Karl XII, headed for Turkey. He had only about 1000 men called Caroleans. He had permission to stay in Turkey because the Russians where their common enemy. King Karl XII stayed there four years which cost the Turks a lot of money and therefore they decided to get rid of him…

At noon February 1, 1713, the Turks marched to the small Swedish village of Karlopolis built a couple of kilometres outside Bender. 20 000 Turks stormed the 1000 caroleans – 950 of whom surrendered at once and only 50 remained. Yet they stood strong for eight hours before they too surrendered.

The war against Russia in Finland, 1808

The Swedish army was attacked by the Russian army in February 1808. There was no declaration of war but they were expected. However the Swedes retreated due to bad leadership, illnesses and so on. 

When they reached Umeå the Swedish troops got back-up from the Swedish and English navy and the Russians had to retreat.  In September 1809 the peace treaty was signed and the current boarder to Finland was drawn. 

The Cholera

In 1834 the cholera hit Sweden and hundreds of people died. There were wagons loaded with coffins running up and down the streets in order to get rid of the dead bodies. 

Famine

The year was 1867 and alarming reports from Norrland, an area in the north of Sweden, started to appear in the capital. The reports told about a cold summer and bad harvests.

Societies started raising money for the once in need and a couple of rescue actions took place.

The famine led to raised prices on food, of which the whole country soon was short of, even the capital Stockholm.

People started to pawn their things, and businessmen couldn’t afford to keep their employees.

The priests gave advice to the people about mixing bark in the bread, and eat heather and roots.

The spring came, and things started to grow, but it soon died of the heat, and beggars walked around in villages and on the roads.

One story tells about a woman called Margareta Andersdoter who lived in Norrsjö in Jämtland. This very warm spring she walked all the way to Stockholm together with her two youngest children, while her husband and her three other children were left at home. In Stockholm Margareta became a beggar and her only goal was to get something to eat. Her youngest child soon died, but the story doesn’t tell about Margareta’s destiny.

Several cities in Europe felt pity for the poor country Sweden and they sent food and money. But there was no way that the help was going to be enough, and lots of people didn’t get any food.

Riots were reported from Skellefteå, Norrköping and Kalmar, and mortality increased.

At the same time as the farmers and other working classes were starving, the rich people ate luxurious food at the best restaurants.

For two years Sweden had been terrorised by famine, but by the third year there were very good harvests and the people could soon get back to normal. Or at least try. But it was hard, some had lost everything that they owned, and there was not much hope for these people in Sweden. Something had to be done.

In the year 1869 39.064 Swedes emigrated to America. In the new world there was hope!

Between 1860 and 1910 over one million Swedish people emigrated to America in order to escape famish, search happiness, gold or to build new farms. Only 5-6% returned to Sweden. The trip took about 10 weeks and people were queuing for a long time in order to get the opportunity of their life. 

