STUDENICA
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The Studenica Monastery lies at the end of a 12-kilometre road which begins in the small town of Usce and winds its way through the Ibar gorge. It is beautifully set on the wooded slopes of Mount Radocelo.

Throughout the history of medieval Serbia, Studenica was the most prominent and the most revered monastery. It served as a residence for Stefan Nemanja, the founder of the Nemanjic Dynasty, and for his son Sava, the first Serbian archbishop.

The monastery now comprises three churches: the Church of the Virgin, St. Nicholas and King’s Church.


  


 


VISOKI DECANI
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Decani is 17 km from Pec on the road to Prizren. This church is the largest construction of medieval Serbia and it was built from 1328 to 1355, its frescoes being completed in 1350. Decani’s patrons were King Stefan Uros III (1321-1331), remembered as Stefan Decanski because of this church, and his son King Dusan (1331-1355).


  

 


ZICA
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Zica Monastery, an endowment of King Stefan the First Crowned built between 1208 and 1220, lies in a plain near Kraljevo, at the entrance to the Ibar gorge. Zica was the first seat of the autonomous Serbian Archbishops and it was there that almost all medieval Serbian rulers were crowned.
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Archictecturally, Zica belongs to the Raska school, characterized by the Romanesque style of the Littoral adapted to the needs of the Ortodox religious service. However, more in keeping with the tradition of the Mount Athos monasteries, Zica was originally painted red.
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Only a few of the old frescoes dating back to the 13th century still remain in this church. These frescoes can be seen mainly in the lateral choir recesses. The rest of the wall paintings are from the early 14th century. The fine frescoes in the south chapel, dedicated to St. Stefan, belong to this period.


  

 


RAVANICA
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Ravanica, built around 1380. was an endowment of Prince Lazar. Originally, the church was surrounded by fortifications, only the ruins of which remain today. The church, built of stone and brick, has five domes. Its windows and all the arches along its facades are decorated with low reliefs of sculptured geometric plait-work filled in with zoomorphic motifs. The spacious narthex in front of the church was built in the 18th century.

The frescoes of Ravanica, painted by the maestro Konstantin, include a very beautiful Entry of Christ into Jerusalem, with the city and the multitude depicted with special charm. There are also portraits of Prince Lazar, his wife Milica and his sons Stefan and Vuk.
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	Monastery Mileseva is 7 km from Prijepolja.  
King Vladislav, grandson of Stefan Nemanjic established it in about 1230. In one part of the Monastery he built a tomb for Sava Nemanjic – a chapel with beautiful frescos.  
During the centuries of Turkish occupation it became a place of pilgrimage, which gave consolation to the enslaved Serb people but also to Mohammedans. 
 To stop the influence of St. Sava's tomb, the Turks moved St Sava's relies to Belgrade and burnt them in Vracar in 1595. 
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Monastery Mileseva is famous for its fine frescoes which are considered as the most beautiful in the world.  
In the Monastery there are portraits of the first Namanjics and among them is a portrait of St Sava. This portrait was pointed in his lifetime.  
 

Monastery Mileseva is world famous for the fresco of the white angel on Christ's tomb.   

 

 
	



	
	



	[image: image24.png]



	[image: image25.png]




	



	



  

SOPOCANI
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Sopocani, the medieval Serbia’s most brilliant monument to its arts, stands tucked away among the picturesque hills 16 km from Novi Pazar.

The monastery was built arround 1265 by King Uros I, son of King Stefan the First Crowned. Like the majority of Serbian monasteries, it too was to serve as its founder's burial place. The marble sarcophagus above Uros‘s grave, in the southern part of the church, has survived to the present.

The frescoes of Sopocani have won recognition long ago, both at home and abroad as the greatest accomplishment of medieval Serbian painting. Many prominent art historians have described them as the best works in the Byzantine style.

	
[image: image27.png]OUR MONASTERIES

Church Life - News - Decani- History - Post war - Serbian - HOME




[image: image28.jpg]SERBIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE
OFf RASKA AND PRIZREM




Djurdjevi Stupovi Monastery
Monastery of St. George



The ruins of the Djurdjevi Stupovi Monastery, the endowment of the Great Zupan (ruler) Stefan Nemanja lie on the top of a woody elevation overlooking the panorama of the city of Novi Pazar. The complex comprising the Church of St.George, the refectory, dormitories, the water tanks and walls with the entry tower, was built in the 8th decade of the 12th century. The external appearance of this single-nave temple with a tripartite sanctuary, a nave with lateral vestibules and a narthex, flanked by two towers, emanates a spirit of western Romanesque building. 



Abbot of Djurdjevi Stupovi Monastery - Fr. Peter

The frescoes, today for the most part damaged, and partly transferred to the National Museum in Belgrade, are rendered in the best tradition of the Comnenus style and skillfully adapted to the architecture of the temple, which is especially pronounced in the all-embracing cupola with an elliptic basis. With the addition of the apse on the eastern side in 1282/83, the entry tower was transformed into a chapel and the tomb of King Dragutin. In addition to painting frescoes depicting historical scenes in the interior of the chapel, the work carried out on the monastery at the end of the 18th century also included the building of a new refectory, dormitories and paintings in the narthex of the catholicon. The decline of this complex began in Turkish times, culminating in the wars waged during this century. Archaeological and restoration works were carried out between 1960 and 1982 and as part of the Stari Ras and Sopocani complex, it has been on the World Heritage List since 1979.

The suystematic reconstruction of the entire monastery compound began in spring 2001. Bishop Artemije has already sent three monks to Djurdjevi Stupovi to overlook the reconstruction. In the first phase only the dormitories and a chapel will be built. Later, it is expected that the church will finally be reconstructed according to already existing projects.
Photo Gallery 
MORE PHOTOS FROM DJURDJEVI STUPOVI
Everyday life of the monastic brotherhood
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Djurdjevi Stupovi Monastery 12th century - photo Strugar



Djurdjevi Stupovi Monastery church, 12th century



The monastery is dominating the surrounding perched on a hilltop 



The surviving chapel of St. George



early 13th century frescoes in the chapel of St. George
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