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New direction for the development of the
Human Development Curriculum


The more I work on this document the more I am learning about the past and present efforts of organisations, individuals, and governments who have worked to achieve similar goals to those within the draft Human Development Curriculum (H.D.C.).   

With respect and gratitude for the efforts of such organisations, governments, and individuals, I would like to propose that the development of the H.D.C. move in the following direction. 

In recognition of the organisations that are already well formed in size and maturity, and who have already developed an education package relevant to the content of the H.D.C., I believe it would be beneficial and practical if such efforts were grouped together to form a definitive curriculum endorsed by those organisations who have contributed to its formation. The curriculum would therefore contain ideas from well respected, representative and functioning organisations as well as concepts developed unique to the H.D.C. in collaboration with all involved. A board would also be formed whose role would be to guide the development of the H.D.C. in the way that was initially intended. 

Specific areas within the curriculum, therefore, would be influenced by the collaborative input of those organisations who already had an existing relationship with them. For example, the curriculum area focusing on educating in the importance and possibility of acceptance and co-operation between those of differing religions and spiritual beliefs, could be informed by the developments made by the World Conference on Religion and Peace. For the area of the curriculum focusing on ways to achieve non-violent conflict resolution we could look to the education packages that have been formed by institutions such as The King Center and The M.K. Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence. For education on sustainable development and alternative energy resources we could look to the knowledge base within the David Suzuki Foundation. These organisations embody practicality, wisdom and a code of conduct that demonstrates the importance of remembering, and acting in accordance with, noble spiritual and human values. Of course there are many other organisations that could have such a relationship to specific areas of the curriculum. These would include the areas of talent identification and development, enterprise and business facilitation, and those relating to racism, sexism and abuse. 

In a sense the creative development of this curriculum would therefore embody that which is inherent in the curriculum itself. It would be an example of the benefits of recognising common goals and values, beneficial to both the individual and society, and acting in a spirit of co-operation in order to achieve them. 

After the grouping of these resources and the formation of a practical, meaningful and flexible curriculum, the next step would be to ensure the implementation of this curriculum on a large scale. The support of governmental organisations, politicians and lobby groups would therefore become essential in this process. Private schools, however, would be environments where the benefits of the curriculum, as well as its operational details, could be demonstrated before it was implemented in public schools. This would bypass possible governmental and beaurocratic blockages whilst also gathering support from the public, therefore speeding up political action and the necessary policy decision making that would be required. 

The widespread implementation of the H.D.C. however is a key element that sets this effort apart from others. The aim of the H.D.C. proposal is to ensure global adherence to, and respect for, the values inherent within it. The importance of these values has been proclaimed by the United Nations, the first global organisational structure that human beings have ever had which was formed to protect and uphold the nobility present in our humanity, by respected global organisations with a thoroughly diverse representative foundation, and by individuals who uphold these values in word and action. 

The eventual format of the H.D.C. that is suggested in this update, i.e. one where the content of a definitive curriculum has been contributed to, and endorsed by, globally respected and representative organisations, will be the model that I will be keeping in mind whilst embarking on the next stage of the curriculum's development. 

Again I invite all who read this update, the draft proposal, or its accompanying letter, to respond with new ideas, suggestions, comments or ways they would like to contribute to this effort, and look forward to working with those who will embark on making this proposal a reality. 

Robin Wyllie 
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This document may be viewed online or downloaded from my web site that contains links to social, artistic, dance and health development projects throughout the world and can be accessed at:

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~tolstoy2
Alternatively it can be accessed via my TakingItGlobal Human Development Curriculum Project page at:

http://projects.takingitglobal.org/hdc
