YEDEM-Ghana, 2007 1st Regional Training
YEDEM-Ghana in partnership with International Substance Abuse and Addiction Coalition (ISAAC), have just completed 1St Drug/ Substance Abuse Counseling Regional Training for one hundred and eighty four pastors and church leaders, with support of Neil and Janet Warburton partners of ISAAC International. 
The first session of the training started on the 12th of March 2007 at the ZIOM Auditorium at Accra, where six two pastor and church leaders were in attendance. The training was aim at teachers, counselors, pastors and church leaders, because the Christian Organizations and churches around the world have been found very effective and impactful in the field of substance abuse and HIV/AIDS epidemic. Other trainings took place at Somanya and Konogo in the Ashanti Region.
At the end of every training section certificates of attendance and AIDS and YOU, is detailed and comprehensive book, written and donated to us by Dr. Patrick Dixon, the Director of ACET International Alliance of UK. These books were added to the certificates to further enlighten participants more about the HIV/AIDS, since alcohol and substance abuse cannot be separated from HIV/AIDS.
As the country coordinator for YEDEM-Ghana, I had the opportunity to attend the six weeks Substance Addictive Training organized by International Substance Abuse and Center for Studies in Egypt between September to November 2006 and also had the opportunity to participate in the 9th International Congress organized at the Red Sea around the same period. The congress brought together organizations and churches working in the field of substance abuse and HIV/AIDS around the world. The congress created a platform for participants to network and share experience in their field of work.

YEDEM-Ghana, is partnering with local agencies in Ghana to pioneer outreach programs to hardcore drug user to minimize the risk of HIV/AIDS, reach out two thousands of youth each. YEDEM-Ghana also seeks to introduce Resiliency Fostering Training Programs aims at training 100 youth leaders each year to motivate and enable them start HIV/AIDS & Substance Abuse prevention. 
Substance Abuse and Alcohol use have been identified in Ghana as the main driving force behind rapid road accidents and the alarming increase in HIV/AIDS epidemic among the youth. HIV/AIDS is extremely serious in Ghana, is serious that will have a profound impact on the social and economic development of the country well into the future. More than 90% of AIDS cases are found among persons between the ages of 15 and 40, two thirds of reported cases so far have been females. Further more 210 people are estimated to be infected daily in Ghana.
The issue of alcohol and substance abuse is the driving current behind domestic violence against women and girl child in our Ghanaian society. Its is in lieu of this issues that we a youth organization seeking the support of non-governmental organizations, churches and other government agencies support us implement our visions for the youth since their the future resource for the nation. We also envision to have a the Rehabilitation Centre where drug addicts can be treated and also use the same facility as training centre for other related events.
Finally, YEDEM Ghana, is collaboration with ISAAC-Ghana, is planning to organize a national conference in July 2007, where we expecting to bring together government agencies like the Ghana Police Narcotic Board, The Ministry of Health, Ghana Prisons, Ghana HIV/AIDS Commission and other international non-governmental organizations working in the field of drugs and HIV/AIDS.

