Youth Employment Summit 2002

Hosted by the Government of Egypt in Alexandria, September 7-11, 2002


Launching a Decade Campaign of Action in Alexandria, so that an additional 500 million young adults, especially youth facing poverty, will have productive and sustainable livelihoods by the year 2012.
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YES Plan:

1. YES Framework for Action will be adopted at the Summit to serve as a guideline for action for the members of the Global Alliance for Youth Employment. Strategies and practices from the thematic papers and the Global Knowledge Resource will feed into this document.
2. Global Alliance for Youth Employment of governments, intergovernmental agencies, civil society, youth organizations, private sector, donor agencies and mass media, who will work collaboratively within the Summit Framework for Action to support youth employment at the Local, National, Regional and Global levels.
3. YES Country Networks will support community outreach in a variety of ways, including Information Hubs for engaging grass-root level participants. There are currently over 70 YES Country networks led by young people committed to raising awareness about the issue, building youth participation and engagement, developing a country action plan, and creating an infrastructure for multi-stakeholder dialogue and action during the decade campaign. 
4. Global Knowledge Resource will focus on policies and practices that have worked, showcase promising strategies, spur collaborative action, and serve as a catalyst for raising awareness and building momentum for youth employment.
5. Virtual Forum for Youth Employment aims to create a worldwide movement using the new information and communication technologies (ICTs).  The ICT revolution enables the Summit to expand knowledge-sharing and foster interactivity and collaboration via the worldwide web, email and a range of other technologies.

Over =>

Our Challenge – consider this:
(
World population has reached 6 billion. One billion are young people between the ages of 15 - 24 years, out of which 850 million are living in developing countries.

(
Estimates project that over the next three decades the global labor force between the ages of 15 - 24 will increase in sheer numbers by another 1.2 billion. Most of this growth will be in developing countries. 

· One of the greatest challenges facing the world is to generate productive work opportunities for the young people in developing countries and enhancing the skill level of youth in developed countries.

(  Out of 6 billion of us, 1.3 billion live on less than a $1 a day, and 3 billion under $2 a day.

To meet the Challenge of providing sustainable livelihoods for a rapidly growing population of young people, the YES Organizing Committee has formed a broad-based alliance of governments, NGOS, the private sector, education and training institutions and other stakeholders. Activities planned include the following:

Hosting a Global Summit in Alexandria, Egypt, in 2002 to focus world attention on the crisis and opportunities of youth employment. The Summit will be a Forum for bringing ideas and innovations to meet the challenge, and for organizing partnerships to take the actions needed. 

Launching a Global Campaign of Action at the Summit. This will be done by requesting governments, the UN system, the private sector, NGOs and other key stakeholders to take the actions promoted in the Summit Framework for Action, and join the Global Alliance for Youth Employment.

Preparing for the Summit and Global Campaign: 

In Year 2000 we worked on: Technical Consultations on key issues, Preparatory Meetings, Peer review of the core Background Paper, a Global Knowledge Resource, a Virtual Forum for Youth Employment.

In Year 2001 we will work on: Regional Meetings, Preparatory Meetings, a Global Knowledge Resource, Information Hubs, a Virtual Forum for Youth Employment.

The Summit Framework for Action will place special emphasis on adolescent girls and disadvantaged youth, and will focus on the Core Themes mentioned below:

Policies:

· Key global and government policies that promote youth employment and livelihoods 

Strategies that promote:

· Self-employment and entrepreneurship

· School to work programs, and work-based training

· Private sector partnerships

· Productive on-farm and off-farm employment
· Use of new information and communication technologies to support youth employment and training

· Empowerment of youth in generating the solutions to youth unemployment

· Education targeted for work opportunities

There are many ways that you can participate. 

Contact us: Info@youthemploymentsummit.org 

Youth Employment Summit Secretariat, 

55 Chapel Street, Newton, MA 02458.
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