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Aspire2Inspire!
“Nosce Te Ipsum, Cura Te Ipsum”

___________________________________________________________

Introduction
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In the “third world”, beggars are not an uncommon sight. Children and adults alike, with pitiable faces, a limb or two chopped off or a gouged out eye or perhaps a pus-filled wound, they can be seen everywhere- tapping on car windows at traffic lights, outside religious places, on pavements. So much has this problem inflated, that even the governments have officially recognised “beggary” as an industry contributing to the country’s national income!!! However, what does not meet the eye, is the force behind this ever escalating problem of beggary, the organised “Beggar Mafia”, which can go at any lengths to safeguard their selfish interests; not even hesitating to hurt or maim the young, the elderly and the children alike, if it increases their chances of “earning” more. Perhaps these could be the worst kind of capitalists ever to walk this planet! This is an exclusive report drafted by Aspire2Inspire! International for UNICEF. It forms the background for the ‘Beggar Mafia’ Campaign which aims to investigate this issue and recommend methods of tackling it, suggesting steps the governments and NGOs could take to safeguard the rights of children who are the unfortunate victims of the Beggar Mafia. This report is also based on the recent investigations into this matter carried out by the CNN-IBN News channel in India. Although the investigation helped expose the facts, the criminals still roam freely, and there has been no proper government action in this regard. 
This report focuses primarily on children victimised by the Beggar Mafia. It sets to identify the causes behind the booming beggar industry and the problems faced by various lawmakers to effectively tackle the menace. At the same time, it brings a definite initiative for us to raise awareness about the issue and to consider appropriate means of support that could be provided to the needy children. 
Facts about the Booming Beggar Industry in India
Following are some rather gruesome facts about the Beggar industry in the Indian sub-continent:
· Rates are fixed for where one wants to beg and a fixed percentage is set for authorities so that everyone can get a share of the beggars’ “income”.

· Some people (even quite healthy ones) are beggars by choice as they say that there is a lot of money in begging.

· On a good day (like festivals or other sacred days), a beggar at a religious place can earn as much as Rs.250 (about US $5), which is quite a considerable sum for a beggar. 
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· Surprisingly, the Government is aware of the increasing number of beggars in large cities and the money involved, but little action is taken.

· Rs.180 crores (about US $ 3.6 million) is the annual income of beggars in Mumbai (Bombay), a figure given by the Maharashtra State Government itself.              
Methods used by the Beggar Mafia
The brutal ways of the Beggar Mafia have no limits. Their “working logic” is not quite difficult to understand. Why would any common person roll down his car’s window pane on a busy traffic signal and give some money to a beggar who is fairly healthy and brisk? Accordingly, a person under the Mafia’s control is beaten and tortured and usually maimed for life to invoke pity and sympathy from the people, who in turn would give more alms. 

A majority of such beggars are children, most of who are kidnapped by the Mafia while they are still infants. The infants are not fed for days at a stretch so as to make them cry uncontrollably. These wailing infants are then kept on sidewalks or pavements with another maimed beggar on their side so that sympathetic passers-by donate generously. Furthermore, due to lack of adequate nourishment, the infants suffer from chronic nutritional deficiencies like Marasmus which lead to stunted growth and deformed bodies. Also, the infants’ skins develop hyper pigmentation due to constant exposure to the scorching sun. 
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The young children who should be playing in kindergarten or studying in elementary school are made to learn the “ways and nuances” of begging. They are told the “appropriate” and the most “lucrative” places to beg, the kind of people to be approached for begging and are taught the various mannerisms and words to invoke compassion. At the end of the day, they must report back to the Mafia and turn over their day’s alms. 
The Mafia also makes sure that the beggar children are addicted to street-life. The common practice among beggars in metropolitans like Bangalore and Mumbai is to drug infants and use them for begging. Slightly older children are also given drugs and intoxicants, permitted to enter places where drugs are sold, incited to beg or borrow and exposed to sedatives. This is one of the major reasons why the rescued beggar children by the NGOs do not respond to rehabilitation therapies. Sadly, they are often more likely to run away and return to the street-life. 
In order to sustain their brutal business, the Beggar Mafia do not hesitate to use willing doctors to first invalidate totally healthy limbs and then hacking them off before pushing the victims back on the streets to live off their earnings. 

Many rescued beggar children narrate horrific stories about forcible chopping off of limbs. According to certain special investigations by the media, in countries like India, many well qualified doctors are also shamelessly involved in this business and aid the Beggar Mafia. For as little as Rs.10, 000 (about $200), some senior orthopaedic surgeons use their knives to cripple and maim perfectly healthy children and even grown ups. In fact, the methods of amputation are inhuman too. Gangrene is developed in the legs or arms by stitching up the muscles to block blood supply and within two-three days, the chosen limb is chopped off. Due to this increasing menace, there are more than twelve thousand handicapped beggars in New Delhi area alone. 
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Other methods used by the Beggar Mafia include pouring acid to burn skin and induce pus. In the Indian state of Tamil Nadu, one such three-year old child whose left leg from thigh to foot was burnt with acid, oozing pus from the acid burns was found begging in by the roadside. She was eventually rescued with the help of police and is currently under the care of a welfare organisation. 

Some other unfortunate young children are “bought” by the Beggar Mafia from relatives or custodians who cannot afford to keep them or simply do not want them. These children are first brutally beaten, burnt and starved for days in order to make them look miserable and then sent to the streets to beg. One such child, a nine-year old boy, was found squirming in pain when a local Beggar Mafia leader poured petrol over him,lightened a match stick and threw it on his body and left him over there.
Legal Scene
The Beggary Prevention Act in India makes it illegal for people to beg. However, what is surprising is that begging is almost like an industry now. Handicapped beggars are usually left alone by the Anti-Beggar squad while the others are rounded up, even though it is the handicapped ones who are generally employed by the Beggar Mafia. This usually leads to more instances of forced maiming of beggars. Clearly, handicapped beggars are better earners and the Beggar Mafia ensures that they stay on the street. Local enforcement officials are encouraged to look away. While beggars are treated as criminals and some undergo punishment of up to one year in detention centres, the Beggar Mafia remain unpunished. 
Although the recent news reports on the Beggar Mafia’s operations in India led to an outrage among the general public, little action was taken against the guilty because of the lack of adequate laws to curb this menace. 
Actions taken by the local NGOs

There have been a few NGOs working for the welfare of these children who are the victims of the Beggar Mafia. They rescue and rehabilitate them and press the government to take firm action against the criminals. So far they have been successful to a certain extent, but injustice still prevails. One such remarkable organisation is the Janaseva Sisubhavan at Kerala. They have rescued about 25 such children from the Beggar Mafia and are currently rehabilitating them.  
Recommendations of this report
Beggar Mafia, is a highly complex and structured network of criminals, which forces the children by disfiguring them to beg on the streets. These children are tortured and abused inhumanely. Even after the exposure of facts by a news channels like CNN-IBN, not much action was taken. Therefore, the only possible solution we could see at the moment is international pressure on the governments of the countries whose citizens are involved in this crime and also are victims of it. If an international body like UNICEF pressurises the governments to immediately probe an inquiry into this matter and punish the criminals, there is some hope of this problem to be solved. On our part, we are issuing a petition in association with our partner organisations in India and abroad, requesting the authorities to take serious action in this matter at the earliest. We therefore also request the UNICEF to support this petition and this campaign in general so that it gets a global and bigger platform and more opportunities for people around the world to help resolve this issue. If one says not to give to these beggars, the problem would magnify even more. If the child does not get enough money, that would only result in punishment from the Mafia. If it continues on indefinitely, the dons would simply go out and buy or kidnap more children, pay for their mutilation and set them on the streets. Even if these children do beg enough, the criminals are only going to set ever higher bars of money collection; it is all a vicious cycle which cannot be broken simply, especially with the current bureaucratic and corrupt governments in place. 
We hope that UNICEF will help us in our fight against this injustice.
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