THE YOUTH ASSOCIATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT INTRODUCES THE 



Organized from 8-10 August 2002

BACKGROUND OF THE SUMMIT

The International Youth Parliament (IYP) in Sydney, Australia in 2000 brought together young people from communities all over the world.

Together they discussed ways to tackle issues that affect their daily lives wherever they live. Following the IYP, African delegates developed the idea to hold an African Youth Parliament to unify the efforts of African youth to shape their future.

The proposal presented by AJPRODHO (The Rwanda Youth association for Human Rights Promotion and development) won Rwanda a concession to host a mini-summit in preparation for the African Youth parliament in 2003. The Rwandan Youth Summit (RYS) aims to bring youth in Rwanda together to discuss the unique situation affecting their lives in Rwanda.

PARTICIPANTS

Delegates to the RYS were selected to represent young people aged 18-30 from all over Rwanda. These included delegates from higher institutions including National University of Rwanda, Kigali Institute of Education, Kigali Private University, Kigali institute of Science and Technology, Kigali Institute of Health, UNILAC, UAACR, Representatives of other civil society youth groups at regional level.

Youth delegates from the region were also present including representatives from Makerere University (Uganda), representatives of civil society youth groups from Burundi and Democratic republic of Congo.

Total number of participants to the RYS was 106.

OBJECTIVES

· To encourage youth to contribute to topical debate on issue affecting their daily lives;

· To consider how youth can play an active role in promoting peace and unity in Rwanda;

· To create a net work of youth activists;

· To devise strategies for creating youth employment opportunities;

· To examine the role of youth in conflict management and in conflict prevention;

· To analyze the HIV/AIDS epidemic and encourage youth awareness of the main factors causing the spread of the disease;

· To prepare a national youth strategy for the African Youth Parliament and the Youth Employment Summit to follow through on the success of the forum.


The themes discussed were following:

1. The role of youth in poverty reduction (breaking the cycle of poverty).

Sub-themes:

a) Involvement of youth in implementation of the PRSP;

b) Poor governance and how it contributes to poverty;

c) The role of women in poverty reduction;

d) Youth employment-focus on entrepreneurship and the private sector.

2. The role of youth in combating HIV/AIDS.

Sub-themes:

a) HIV/AIDS and conflict issues

b) HIV/AIDS and development

c) HIV/AIDS and culture

d) HIV/AIDS and education

3. Can the participation of youth in decision-making contribute to conflict management and peace building?

Sub-themes:

a) The role of youth in Rwanda conflict;

b) The role of youth in peace-building;

c) Reconciliation and Justice;

d) The role of youth in enhancing the culture of human rights.

4. The role of youth in good governance and social justice.

Sub-themes:

a) Youth as a pro-active group to promote positive social change;

b) The role of youth in good governance;

c) Building and sustaining youth networks and partnerships;

d) The implications of globalization for youth in Rwanda.

Detailed report will be on the site in coming days.

