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About the YES Campaign
A global Campaign to promote youth-led development, to recognize that no one organization can do it alone, to look at current development challenges as opportunities for youth employment, engagement and empowerment

In September 2002, the first global Youth Employment Summit (YES) was hosted by Egypt at the new Library of Alexandria chaired by Mrs. Mubarak and President Clinton. Over 1,600 delegates from 120 countries, including 45 ministers, met during five dynamic days to develop a concerted response to the problems faced by unemployed youth.  It was most rewarding, and indeed a testimony to our commitment to keep youth at the center that a 1000 youth delegates gathered to participate as equals in building productive futures for themselves and other young people. 
Together, they launched the Youth Employment Summit (YES) Campaign (2002-2012) under the banner of the 6Es: Employability, Employment Creation, Equity, Entrepreneurship, Environmental Sustainability,  Empowerment. Education Development Center (EDC) organized this Summit after a four year preparatory phase of forty worldwide consultations.  In addition young people in 60 countries organized consultations with their governments, NGOs, private sector, youth and educators to launch YES Country Networks in preparation for the Alexandria Summit.
The YES Campaign focuses on building awareness among the governments, NGOs, the private sector and donors regarding the gravity of the crisis of youth unemployment and to spur them to action. Although many exceptional efforts are underway all over the world to deal with poverty eradication, until now no coordinated global civil society effort has focused on the needs of the world’s unemployed youth. 
Our Challenge – consider this:
(
World population has reached 6 billion. One billion are young people between the ages of 15 - 24 years, out of which 850 million are living in developing countries.

(
Estimates project that over the next three decades the global labor force between the ages of 15 - 24 will increase in sheer numbers by another 1.2 billion. Most of this growth will be in developing countries. 

· One of the greatest challenges facing the world is to generate productive work opportunities for the young people in developing countries and enhancing the skill level of youth in developed countries.

(  Out of 6 billion of us, 1.3 billion live on less than a $1 a day, and 3 billion under $2 a day.

The YES Campaign aims to fulfil the UN Millennium Development Goals, signed by 191 nations, that identifies youth employment as a global priority to be achieved by 2015 (Goal #8). It will do this by focusing on: 
1) Building the capacity of young people to be leaders

2) Building an entrepreneurial culture to promote youth employment

 Why is the YES Campaign Unique?

At the global level, the YES Campaign is a powerful platform reminding the world’s leaders and institutions of the crisis and consequences of youth unemployment. It is a unique campaign because no other initiative offers the following combination of commitments:

1. Working with youth as true partners in development and not treating them as beneficiaries; a commitment born out by the participation of young people as active drivers of the YES Campaign in their countries.

2. Encourging young people to lead efforts for youth employment in their countries by organizing multi-stakeholder YES Country Networks. The YES team has been successful in helping launch these Networks in over sixty nations, including in conflict zones.
3. Building the commitment of world leaders and institutions to confront the challenge of youth unemployment. YES develops strategic partnerships, hosts capacity building workshops, makes presentations, and new emerging sectors for employment to achieve this goal.
4. Translating leadership commitment into investment in innovative employment generation strategies, in sectors such as renewable energy, and water and sanitation.
5. Maintaining the web-based Global Knowledge Resource, a universal free technology platform disseminating labor market knowledge and effective practices for individuals, networks and partners. The YES Campaign employs a range of traditional and new-media technologies (print publications, conferences, e-groups, CD ROM and video) to achieve this goal.

6. Providing youth with opportunities to build leadership, management and entrepreneurial skills in the context of sustainable development.

What is the YES Campaign Doing to Promote Youth Employment Generation?

The YES Campaign recognizes that no one organization alone can accomplish the goals of poverty eradication and employment generation. At a global level the YES Campaign is engaged in the following activities:

Learning Events: recognizing that the most effective way to learn is by understanding “what works” and “promising strategies”, the YES Campaign is organizing global and regional events where development practitioners, youth, experts, ministers and donors will meet to learn from each other and build partnerships.
YES Regional Forum, Hyderabad, India, December 14-18, 2003

Hosted by the State Government of Andhra Pradesh, Ministers and other stakeholder groups from 22 countries will attend.  The focus will be on generating employment opportunities in the following sectors – renewable energy, water and sanitation, information and communication technologies, health (HIV/Aids), and rural development.  A YES Regional Academy will be launched to continue the work begun by the Forum – providing training and development services for youth entrepreneurship in the above sectors.
The Second Global Youth Employment Summit, Mexico 2004

Hosted by the Government of Mexico, the YES Campaign’s next global conference is an opportunity to report on the successes and lessons learnt of the campaign’s first two years. The second State of Youth Employment Report will be released as well as the progress report on each of the 60 YES Country Networks. In addition efforts are underway to launch a Global Fund for Youth Employment and launch a Latin American YES Regional Academy.

Knowledge Building: In today’s knowledge economy the most important resource is the knowledge of “what works” and the ability to “know how” to use it.  The YES Campaign is successfully using new technologies to accomplish sharing and practicing “what works.” This is being done innovatively by a combination of technology based activities. YES has created an Online database of good practices, launched web pages for over 60 YES Country Networks to share their action plans and activities, kept an active email-based discussion list of (over 2000 participants) to share successes and learn from other campaign activists and finally are working with other key agencies to add youth and employment to their agenda. 
Capacity Building: In an effort not to duplicate existing activities the YES Campaign is working closely with different agencies such as UNIDO, GEF, FAO, the Commonwealth Secretariat, and institutions such as NIIT in India, M S Swaminathan Foundation and others to help build the capacity of local institutions especially members of the YES Country Networks to respond effectively to their youth employment challenge.  Efforts are underway to identify youth employment opportunities in the emerging sectors such as renewable energy, and water and sanitation and work with the YES Country Networks to launch projects.

What can you do?
This cannot be done without your support.  There are many ways to participate. Please get in touch with Mr. Fred Clark (fred@yesweb.org ) so that we can develop a mutually beneficial partnership with you.
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Contact: Ms. Poonam Ahluwalia, Executive Director, YES Campaign

Email. poonam@yesweb.org, Address: Youth Employment Summit Campaign, 55 Chapel Street, Newton, MA 02458 USA

Tel: +1 (617) 618-2743 Fax: +1 (617) 618 2937
•Website: www.yesweb.org

