The University of Toronto

Space Design Contest

I. Name

The organization shall be known as the University of Toronto Space Design Contest.   Acceptable abbreviations for this organization are the U of T Space Design Contest, and UTSDC.  The University of Toronto Space Design Contest will herein be referred to as UTSDC.

II. Purpose

To promote the benefits of social and commercial development in space; to provide a creative and innovative design challenge to all students of the high school level.

III. Membership

All members of the University of Toronto community are entitled for UTSDC membership, and will receive full voting privileges and are eligible for executive positions.  Others may join as non-voting associate members.  The largest group of members will inherently be the participating high school students.  However, the running of the club and competition will be left largely to the members of U of T.  

IV. Executive

Club officers and their duties are:

Chair. Responsible for convening and chairing club meetings, carrying out business for the club as agreed upon by the executive, and acting as liaison for the University of Toronto and other relevant organizations.  

Vice-Chair. Responsible for organizing and promoting activities and events of the UTSDC.  Assumes the duties of the chair in his or her absence.  

Finance Officer. Collects registration fees, organizes any fundraising activities, maintains records of UTSDC financial transactions, prepares an annual financial report for the Spring term.  

Secretary. Records minutes of club meetings, maintains club official records and documents.  

High School Outreach Officer. Responsible for club outreach to high school students, organizes outreach activities to promote UTSDC, organizes volunteers pertaining to outreach activities.

Faculty Liaison Officer. Responsible for liaising with members of the Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering or any other affiliated faculty at the University of Toronto.  

Judging Chair. Organizes the committee of judges, creates judging criteria, ensures fair and equal judging of all entries before and during the design fair and conference.

Failure on the part of the executive to fulfill his or her responsibilities may result in impeachment, upon a two-thirds majority vote by the general members, or unanimous consensus by the rest of the executive board.  

V. Meetings

A minimum of one executive meeting shall be held during each of the fall and winter semesters, and a minimum of two executive meetings shall be held during the summer.  Notice of these meetings shall be provided at least two weeks in advance.  Meetings will follow a prescribed agenda prepared beforehand.  During these meetings, the executive shall report the status of club activities.  

An annual meeting shall be held in May, and will include a financial report and the election of any new officers should the positions be vacant.  Other general meetings will be held on the discretion of the executive.  Notice of general meetings shall be provided at least two weeks in advance.  

Events for contest participants will be organized on the discretion of the executive members.  

VI. Elections

Elections will be held during the annual meeting in May.  

All University of Toronto affiliated members in good standing are eligible for holding office.  

Associate members may nominate candidates, but may not seek or hold office.  They are not permitted to vote.  

Two or more members are needed to nominate a candidate.  Once nominations have been taken, elections shall occur by secret ballot.  One member of the existing executive will be responsible for monitoring the counting of the ballots.  The member chosen must not be a nominee.  

If a vacancy appears during the year, an emergency election will be held during a general meeting.  Notice of the election will be sent beforehand to all members.  

VII. Finance

The Financial Officer will be responsible for the collection of registration fees.  

The signing officers of the UTSDC will be the Chair and Financial Officer.  The UTSDC bank account shall be held under one of their names.  

The Financial Officer will keep a detailed account on all financial transactions.  These records will be available to any member within a week’s notice.  

The executive will prepare an annual budget, including projected revenue and expenses, and this budget will be presented to the general members during the fall meeting.  Approval of the budget implies approval of all projected spending within the budget.  Changes to the budget shall be presented to the members for further approval.  

VIII. Committees

There will be one committee of judges for evaluating contest submissions.  This panel of judges shall be organized by the Judging Chair and approved by the executive.  The judges shall be responsible for providing unbiased critiquing for each submission.  

There will be one committee of outreach volunteers, who will be responsible for providing help to contestants.  Organization of this group will be decided upon annually by the executive and general members.  

IX. Amendments to the Constitution

Notice of an amendment must be sent to all members within 48 hours prior to a scheduled meeting.  

All amendments to the constitution must be approved by at least two thirds of the members present at the meeting.

Amendments are not considered final until approved by the Office of Student Affairs, the Student Administrative Council, and the University of Toronto Engineering Society.  

