International Federation increases appeal for Haiti and Dominican Republic
1 June 2004

The impact of the floods and landslides that have devastated large parts of the Dominican Republic and Haiti will be felt for some considerable time to come, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies said today, as it announced a significant increase in its appeal for the victims of the disaster.

On 28 May, the Federation launched an appeal for 912,000 Swiss francs (US$ 717,000). Given the severity of the situation, this has now been revised to 2.4 million Swiss francs (US$ 1.9 million). The operation aims to help 25,000 people by supplying them with food, kitchen equipment and stoves, plastic sheeting, jerry cans, tents, treated mosquito nets and first aid kits. The Federation will also supply two water treatment plants and truck safe water to affected communities.

The floods and landslides have claimed an estimated 2,000 lives and left thousands more stranded and homeless. The death toll is certain to rise as more bodies are found in the floodwaters. Many areas, such as the Haitian town of Mapou, are still inaccessible except by helicopter, severely hampering the relief effort. 

The Dominican Red Cross and Haitian National Red Cross Society, which have been joined by experts from the Federation’s Pan-American Disaster Response Unit and from other National Red Cross Societies, responded immediately to the floods. They took part in search and rescue operations, evacuated those affected and distributing food, water and their limited emergency stocks of relief items. Volunteers have also been engaged in offering psychological support to the victims and educating people about the importance of drinking safe water and avoiding health risks.
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Situation Update: Flash floods and landslides along the border between the Dominican Republic and Haiti in late May have left approximately 2,000 people dead or missing. Tens of thousands of people in both countries have been displaced and large amounts of crops and livestock have been lost. Although flood waters are said to be slowly receding, many areas remain difficult or impossible to reach. The death toll is expected to rise as assessment teams

are able to access remote locations. However, June is the rainy season in the affected region and the threat of further rain, and possible land- or mudslides, continues to pose a danger to flood-affected areas. Families in high-risk areas are being encouraged to build temporary shelters on elevated ground. Concerns also exist regarding the health threat caused by a water supply that has been contaminated in many areas by human bodies and dead animals.

Dominican Republic

Human Toll: Over 400 dead and tens of thousands affected.

Agriculture and Infrastructure: Most of the rice crops in Duarte Province—comprising 70 percent of the country’s entire supply—are said to have been destroyed by the flooding. A number of water pipelines remain out of service, but most of the area’s electricity is restored. Road repairs are improving access.

Most Affected Provinces: Independencia, Barahona, Bahoruco, Elias Piña and Duarte Provinces

Haiti

Human Toll: About 1,000 killed, 1,600 people missing, 150 people injured, and over 16,000 displaced. Agriculture and Infrastructure: Thousands of homes have been damaged or destroyed. Large amounts of crops and livestock have been lost and water sources have been contaminated.

Most Affected Areas: Two of the most seriously affected areas have been surrounding he towns of Mapou (nearly 400 killed, 1,500 missing, 10,000 displaced) and Fonds errettes (over 200 dead, 6,000 displaced).

American Red Cross Response: The American Red Cross responded immediately to the looding with emergency assistance provided through contributions of both personnel and inkind ssistance.

Personnel: Provided a delegate to the Pan American Disaster Response Unit of the nternational Federation to support its flood response on the ground in the Dominican epublic. American Red Cross International Response Team members are on standby nd ready to deploy if needed.
 Relief Supplies: Mobilized stocks pre-positioned in Panama to the Dominican

Republic. Relief items included 5,000 bed sheets, 2,000 jerry cans, 1,000 plastic tarps, nd 170 tents. In addition, the American Red Cross has made two pick-up trucks vailable to the DRC through American Red Cross regional Delegation Office in Santo omingo.

Tracing: American Red Cross is accepting International Disaster Welfare Inquiries IDWls) for disaster affected-areas of the Dominican Republic; however, services for aiti are not currently available. Guidance is being provided to American Red Cross hapters.

The American Red Cross continues to monitor the situation and to coordinate with Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement partners to maximize resources and avoid duplication of assistance services. American Red Cross relief and recovery programming will continue to develop based on emerging needs.

Further response activities may include, the provision of additional personnel, relief supplies and/or financial support. Relief supplies will be based on identified needs and may include the following: hygiene kits, plastic sheeting, tents, sheets, mattresses, blankets, kitchen sets, water, water purification tablets.

Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement Response:

Both the Dominican Red Cross (DRC) and the Haitian National Red Cross Society

(HNRCS) responded immediately to the flooding and have been active in all affected areas.

DRC staff and volunteers have participated in search and rescue operations, evacuated affected families, and provided pre-hospital and out-of-hospital care. The DRC is also providing psychological first aid and distribution of emergency relief items. In Haiti, HNRCS  volunteers participated in search and rescue and evacuation efforts, distributed relief items and provided relief personnel.

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (Federation)

revised its original Emergency Appeal for Haiti and the Dominican Republic on 1 June. The revised appeal has been increased to approximately US $1.9 million and planned operations have been extended until the end of November. The number of beneficiaries has also been raised to 5,000 families (3,000 families in the Dominican Republic; 2,000 in Haiti). The Austrian, Belgian, British, Canadian, Japanese, Netherlands, Swiss, Swedish and Spanish Red Cross societies have provided personnel, cash or in-kind support to the Federation’s Appeal.

The Governments of the Dominican Republic and Haiti have begun providing emergency relief assistance. The Dominican Republic Government sent emergency teams, including hundreds of extra troops, from the capital, Santo Domingo. Representatives of the Dominican Red Cross, the Federation and other humanitarian organizations took part in a Tuesday, May 25, National Emergency Operations Center meeting. The Haitian Government, with the

support of the United Nations and the Haitian Red Cross, has begun organizing the local population both to support orderly food distribution and to draw up a list of those affected. Damage and needs assessments are also being carried out.
