Dominican Republic and Haiti Floods

Update May 28, 2004

Sitrep 2

Appeal launched to support floods victims in Dominican Republic and Haiti 28 May 2004
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies has launched an appeal for 912,248 Swiss francs (592,446 euros) to support the Red Cross relief operations for 10,000 people affected by the devastating floods, which have hit the Dominican Republic and Haiti.

Hundreds of people are dead and thousands have been left homeless. The torrential rains and resulting floods have destroyed crops, homes and livestock. With the water distribution system severely damaged, access to clean water is also a priority to prevent the spread of water-borne diseases.

The International Federation has already released 100,000 Swiss francs from its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREFT) to facilitate the start up of the operations. If the situation deteriorates further, the Federation appeal will be revised to take into account any increased needs.


You can help by making donation to International Response Fund (mark donation: for Dominican Republic/Haiti Floods): American Red Cross, 285 Columbus Ave, Boston, MA 02116. 

LATEST NEWS    
(Sources: Associated Press, Dominican Republic Emergency Operations Center, Federation Web site, Reuters, UNOCHA) Although only about 300 bodies have been recovered so far in the southeastern Haitian town of Mapou, it is feared that hundreds more will be found (estimates indicate it may possibly rise to 1,000). The town of several thousand people, located 30 miles southeast of the capital of Port-au-Prince, remains isolated by mud and landslides.  The town is reportedly situated in a valley that often floods when it rains.  
The Dominican government has declared Jimani a disaster area, and President Hipolito Mejia has declared Thursday, 27 May to be a national day of mourning. 
The areas in Haiti that have been affected by the floods can be reached only by air transport. The Multinational Interim Force (MIF) has tasked its helicopters to support humanitarian action. On Thursday 27 May, four MIF helicopters transported 12 metric tons of food including oil, rice, beans and biscuits that have been provided by the World Food Program (WFP), 800 kg of plastic sheeting and water purification tablets that have been provided by UNICEF, as well as WFP and Ministry of Health personnel to Fonds Verrettes.
DAMAGE ASSESSMENT      
(Sources: Associated Press, Comision Nacional de Emergencias, Federation Web site, Reuter, UNOCHA)
Dominican Republic: The latest information indicates that about 200 people have been killed, 120 injured, 375 are missing, 830 houses have been damaged or destroyed, and almost 30,000 people have been evacuated in the Dominican Republic. Over a thousand families have been affected. 

 In Jimani, drinking water is being distributed from water tanks. Electricity has been partially restored. The telephone network has been 40% restored and further progress has been made in restoring access by road. United Nations agencies are conducting damage and needs assessments in Jimani in coordination with government agencies.
Haiti: The Civil Protection Department has reported that the total number of dead/missing people has risen to 638 and that 546 houses have been destroyed and 1,500 houses have been damaged. It is estimated that in Fonds Verrettes alone 3,000 people are in need of immediate assistance. The areas most severely affected are the Southeast Department (Mapou/Belle Anse, Galet-Maro/Grand Gosier, Bodary, Thiotte) and the West Department (Fonds Verrettes), located northwest of the capital, Port-au-Prince, and near the border with the Dominican Republic. Additional assessments need to be carried out in the South-East Department, especially in the areas of Mapou, Bodary and Galet-Maro where death tolls may be higher than reported so far. In addition, in the region of Jacmel in the West Department, the town of Galet Maro (Gosier) reports 100 dead, 150 injured, 70 missing, 500 houses destroyed and 70 houses damaged. Crops (banana, corn beans) have also been destroyed. Food assistance will be provided by the WFP. 
THE NEED       
(Sources: Federation Web site, ReliefWeb, UNOCHA) Identified needs for the most affected in both the Dominican Republic and Haiti include: plastic sheeting, tents, sheets, mattresses, blankets, hygiene kits, kitchen sets, water, water purification tablets, food, medical kits, and latrines.
RESPONSE
American Red Cross 

The ARC has mobilized the following relief items to the Dominican Republic from pre-positioned stocks in Panama: 5,000 bed sheets, 2,000 jerry cans, 1,000 plastic tarps, and 170 tents. Additionally, the ARC, through its Regional Delegation Office in Santo Domingo, has made available the use of two pick-up trucks to the DRC to assist them in the distribution of relief items to the affected population during the duration of the response phase. 
Through its International Disaster Response Unit (IDRU) and its Americas Region, the ARC continues to monitor the situation and coordinate with Movement partners. ARC International Response Team (IRTs) members are on standby and ready to deploy if needed. 
International Disaster Welfare Inquiries (IDWIs) are being accepted for disaster affected-areas of the Dominican Republic. However, services for Haiti are not currently available.
The Dominican Red Cross 

The Dominican Red Cross (DRC) responded immediately to the flooding and has been active in affected areas since the 22-23 May weekend. DRC volunteers and staff, in coordination with the Civil Defense, have been taking part in search and rescue operations in the flood-hit areas of Jimani and Duarte San Francisco, and have evacuated affected families. The Dominican Red Cross National Relief and Emergency Program has been actively recovering bodies, rescuing persons, providing pre-hospital and out-of-hospital care and evaluating damage and needs, in addition to providing first aid and psychological support. Medicines have also been provided. On Wednesday, 26 May a convoy was organized to transport staff and volunteers to Jimani as well as the northeast as floods are also being reported in Bajo Yuna (Duarte Province).
DRC branches in Barahona, Duvergé, and Los Ríos have also been providing services such as search and rescue, in coordination with the Civil Defense and the Fire Brigade, as well as recovery of bodies, support to affected families and damage assessment.  Some 200 volunteers more, in addition to the 225 active in Santo Domingo, are working in Monte Cristi, Valverde and Mao. More volunteers may be sent for both response and prevention activities, if necessary. DRC volunteers recently received contingency planning training. 
To date, 250 containers of water, 100 boxes of biscuits, 25 bags of bread and four tents have been dispatched from the Dominican Red Cross headquarters to Jimaní.
Haitian National Red Cross Society
The Haitian National Red Cross Society (HNRCS), along with the DRC, is involved in search and rescue and evacuation efforts in the affected areas with support from the Federation. Haitian Red Cross evaluation teams have arrived at the southwest border area.

For the time being, the Red Cross in Haiti is unable to restore contact between separated family members. No tracing inquiries for Haiti are being accepted by the American Red Cross at this time.
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (Federation) has allocated CHF 100,000 (US $79,866) from the Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the affected national societies in responding to this disaster. The Federation is currently issuing an emergency appeal for international support (see above).
Damage and needs assessments are being carried out in affected communities in conjunction with other agencies. Travel to affected areas is being conducted both by land and by air, in order to support assessment initiatives. In the area near the border with Haiti, the Head of the Relief Department of the Dominican Red Cross took part in an aerial assessment on 25 May by helicopter in order to determine the scale of the disaster and to evaluate the situation in Haiti. The assessment team from Port-au-Prince was unable to reach the area by road as a result of the level of flood waters. 
GOVERNMENT & NGO RESPONSE      
(Sources: Associated Press, Dominican Republic Emergency Operations Center, Federation Web site, ReliefWeb, Reuters, UNOCHA)
Government Response 

The Dominican Government has sent emergency teams, including hundreds of extra troops, from the capital, Santo Domingo. The National Emergency Committee is in permanent session and the National Emergency Operations Center (COE) is operating at maximum capacity. A COE coordination meeting was held in the afternoon of Tuesday, 25 May in order to define the actions to be taken by the Dominican government. Representatives of the Dominican Red Cross, the Federation and other humanitarian organizations took part in this meeting.
The European Union is preparing to send an emergency package worth €2 two million euros ($2.43 million). 
The Irish Government has pledged up to €100,000 (US $118,500) in emergency humanitarian assistance for the Dominican Republic and Haiti.
The Japanese Government has decided to provide the Dominican Republic with emergency relief items such as blankets, tents, generators, mattress and soaps, which are equivalent to approximately US $98,000.
The Norwegian Government has allocated NOK 1 million (US $145,000) in humanitarian aid.  The money is being channeled through Norwegian Church Aid and a local partner and will be used for local purchases of food, clothing, medicines and drinking water. 
The U.S. Government’s Agency for International Development (USAID) has provided US $50,000 in aid. The agency’s advisors are conducting on-scene assessments for further aid.
Nongovernmental Organizations Response (NGOs) 

Action by Churches Together (ACT) – Switzerland: ACT member Social Service of the Dominican Churches is distributing food, clothing, medicine and water in the Dominican Republic. 
Agence d'Aide à la Coopération Technique et au Développement (ACTED) – France: An evaluation mission is being sent to Santo Domingo from Nicaragua. 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) – USA is undertaking emergency provision of food, water and other relief items in the Dominican Republic’s southwestern region of Barahona and in Haiti east of the border toward the city of Jacmel. 
Food for the Hungry International’s office in the Dominican Republic is working with local partners to distribute food, water, clothing and bedding. 
Oxfam International is working with a local partner to distribute water and food to more than 4,000 people evacuated from border town of Jimani. 
Télécoms Sans Frontières (TSF) – France is setting up telecommunications centers to help rescue teams coordinate activities and let survivors call relatives. 
International Organizations Response
United Nations (UN): In both the Dominican Republic and Haiti, the United Nations Country Teams are undertaking joint assessments and coordinating responses with other UN agencies (FAO, OCHA, UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, WFP and WHO/PAHO). 
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) has provided a total Emergency Cash Grant of US $80,000 (from OCHA and Norwegian funds) and is preparing to dispatch a United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) mission.
In Haiti, a UNOCHA in-country team is supporting response coordination and has facilitated a meeting between UN agencies and international NGOs (25 May). The World Food Program immediately made available food and non food items, worth US $200,000, and the Multinational Interim Force (MIF) is assisting with air-transport capacity. MIF has transported 18,000 liters of water, 10 pallets of fruit and 10 pallets of bread. 
On Thursday, 27 May, an assessment team comprised of United Nations agencies (UNDP, WHO), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), The European Commission’s Humanitarian Office (ECHO), and nongovernmental organizations (OXFAM and MSF) planned to fly on an MIF helicopter to Mapou to carry out an assessment of medical, water and sanitation needs. In addition, the flight was to transport 1.5 metric tons of water and purification equipment (provided by WHO).

Local Chapter information and assistance: 617 375 0700 x. 480 or 1 800 564 1234 x. 480

