THE ACCESS TECHNOLOGY PROJECT 
By Kebby Thijesko Shampongo

BACKGROUND

With the rampant increase of orphans and street kids: the problem has been due to high poverty levels, HIV/AIDs, Malaria which has made youths to be guardians of their fellow children. The youth press and development organization (YPDO) of Chililabombwe, Zambia, felt that Information Communication Technologies (ICT) being a science of both mental and physical development, would help reduce the number youths and others vulnerable from being unemployed, and at the same time, provide information on pressing issues of the community.
Chiliabombwe town of Zambia, sharing the boarder with the Democratic Republic of Congo, has a population of about 100,000, with over 60% youths and children who have a responsibility to fend for themselves.

Most of the secondary school graduates have neither touched nor used a computer, and the ratio of usage of computers in Zambia, according to report by the World Bank, is one computer to one thousand people.

Therefore, the Access Technology Project (ATP) intends to bridge the digital divide, within our communities, through the introduction of a training center in information communication technologies, such as secretarial, Internet surfing, information exchange centers for youths, and games, to provide a milestone alternative area of economic empowerment for the children and orphans.

TARGET GROUPS

Poverty and HIV/AIDS, in Zambia, are national problems that need concerted efforts from the international community. Coming from a background where over 80% of the population are unemployed, and 21% are HIV/AIDS positive; every five minutes a Zambian is either affected or infected.  Therefore, we are at high risk of contracting HIV/AIDs as well as being sexually abused. As such, through sports, we would like to disseminate and sensitize/educate the dangers of an HIV holocaust that is pending before the youth in our community.

The project classifies youths in the following categories, as the targeted population:

1.Secondary school graduates who have neither touched nor used a computer, that need training in skills such as secretarial, Information Technology (IT), Internet research.
2. Those that have never attended school but they would like vocational training in Information Communication Technologies.

3. The general public, particularly researchers and teachers, who have never had access to the incredible amount of information available on the Internet and other ICT facilities, and they are a willing to devote their energies to attaining self-reliance and sustainable development.
As a window of hope and direction, the Access Technology Project (ATP) targets 2000 vulnerable youths, in our pilot project, of the projected 10,000, of which 80% are orphans with the following backgrounds:

-  Aged 8 and above
-  Either sex, as the emphasis of gender equality provides a stage for participation in community development
-  Whose average family of six, with monthly incomes of $20 or less
-  About 60% of the other youths, who do not attend school due to economic and financial constraints, as a result are forced to look after themselves
DIRECTION OF PROJECT

A bank of information for any society becomes a roadmap for any developing country, and a database of equally shared information, are the wheels needed to ride through out of this dust journey of poverty. Therefore, information communication becomes a cornerstone of human development for job creation and sustainable development.

Bridging of the gap between rich and poor nations is not only a moral issue; it is a necessity, for the stability of, and progress on, our planet. In the interest of stability, the world must begin to focus more seriously on the international challenges of poverty, hunger, disease and illiteracy, which continue to afflict the daily lives of billions of people, and trap them in a cycle of despair, which frequently leads to abuse and violence.

There needs to be a building momentum towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals, which seems to be increasingly subordinated to the fight against poverty and HIV/AIDS. Humanity should be aware of what we have been so far, and what we cannot continue to be. Currently, our species has accumulated enough knowledge, ethical values, and scientific resources, to move towards a new historical era of true justice and humanism.

The road to peace, health, and economic stability is through knowledge, which in areas with limited availability of books and other means of communication, can be greatly enhanced through Internet access and technological training. This project, in addressing those needs, will both directly and indirectly, reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS (through education) and poverty (through the development of new technological skills, as well as exposure to new potential methods of food production and disease prevention), in addition to educating an entire nation. It will provide the beacon of hope to those whose mere ability to exist, is a daily challenge filled with danger. It will provide a new window of opportunity to the young people of our nation who will grow up to be the future leaders of tomorrow. It will give a nation a chance at long-lasting freedom and peace.
PROJECT REQUESTS
- 50 to 100 computers even recycled for the project. 

- Other ICT equipment such as cameras, DVDs, printers, scanners, etc.

- Funding to purchase a building for the project, estimated at $30,000.

  The building would provide classrooms for students as well as administration offices

- Office furniture (desks, chairs, lamps, etc.)

- Transport and technical assistance 

- Training of staff once the project is operational

LIBRARY

We anticipate opening a community library in May 2004. 

- Donations of books, videos, and other library essentials are requested.
- Furniture (tables, chairs, sofas, rugs, etc.)
- Artwork donated or on loan would be greatly appreciated.

REGULATORY
Currently the GVT is developing an ICT policy framework that would allow its citizens to regard technological advancement as a priority for the elimination of poverty, thus expediting imports.

We have an account with Barclays Bank Zambia (see below) where donors can deposit financial donations.
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We appreciate any assistance on this project.  The future of our young people is dependent upon its successful completion.
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