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WayneL99's Updates 
2004-03-03 09:08:58
our class is now making a documantary film about one of the understanding in TIG. today some of the people working with TIG are coming in to help us with making our films. they will be teaching us how to use programs like the flash movie maker and photoshop. me and two of my classmates are doing the topic education, we decided to make a play for our film. we have not started much of our filming but we have finished all our planning. i am looking foward because it is the first time i have ever made a film.so far making the film was really great and fun and i bet that it will even be better later.
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... and so began the Wednesday March 3rd session of TIG/Macklin. Do you think we need some more time for grammar??!!!!! (it’s okay Ona; the use of caps is only a review lesson for the gr 8‘s!!!) The groundwork is in place and it was obvious from update entries this morning that most of the students were very excited about Alberto and Ben working with them to teach them the basics of Movie Maker/iMovie and FLASH. 

We met in the computer lab; 8M had the whole day to devote to TIG. Alberto began with iMovie (switching his teaching plan at the last minute) as we didn’t have enough laptops to experiment with Movie Maker; he did a guided demonstration with the students watching and then sent the students out to the computers to experiment with still pics (from last week’s Pyjama Day), placing them on the timeline. Once they had the feel of loading pics, he explained transitions and effects. Although they had no film he did explain how to edit the film clips. Sound and sound effects were also explained; students investigated the effectiveness of these tools at the computers. We assume that the transfer of technique to Movie Maker will be easy. The students were having lots of fun with the program but as lunch approached it was time to quit.

Ben started right after lunch. He also, needed to work with computers that were not able to run the full FLASH program (too low in RAM) but he adapted quickly to the situation. He sat the students down and demonstrated how to use the timeline, change the framerate (usually set to 30), always to have the properties window open, show the library (command-l) and how to use the convert to symbol. Always keep in video clip mode. He showed them how to tween to motion and how to tween to shape, then play. Students worked along with Ben through these directions. For the second time today, they were thrilled with their results.

Both talked thru the programs step by step; students listened fairly well and they were actually quite comfortable asking questions today! They circulated once the students were on computers and helped out wherever needed (didn't get two seconds to sit down!!!)

Both offered to come back soon to reinforce what they had taught today.

Online, in the Updates section of TIG, one member posted a concern about classes posting multiple updates on the same topic all at once.

2004-03-03 11:21:35
TIG Update Flash Mobbing?
I've seen this a few times now. A whole group of people post an update on TIG about the same subject (currently a TIG Flash class in a school), at the same time. I think it achieves the point of getting people's attention, but it also shifts everyone else's update from today from the Updates page.
 That was at Ona and my directions! Because we don’t do it too often, the Update page is a good way for our students to share with their friends and other TIG members what is going on with TIGed. Reading through Member Comments, I think that they are willing to “put up with us” ... for a while longer anyway!!! (appreciated the positive comments!) I really enjoyed the student reflections this time; it was obvious that everyone was looking forward to the day. They weren’t disappointed.
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Alberto made plans to return to make sure that the students were able to transfer skills from their Wednesday lesson on iMovie to Movie Maker. We were lucky that he was able to convince Mike to drive him up and bring along the “missing” laptops as well!

Again, Alberto worked with the students using pics already loaded on the HD. He demonstrated the same techniques as last Wednesday and had the students follow suit. They caught on very quickly ... loved being able to add music clips. The only difficulty again was that we still did not have film ready to upload; therefore couldn’t edit clips again.

Mike brought along a proper firewire cable to connect the camcorder to the laptops and also a converter to allow us to use the MAC cable that we already have. He put together the new HP Photosmart printer and the students loaded the new driver onto the laptops. Students can now create and print more dynamic brochures, invitations and posters. We will have to monitor it closely though; colour can only be used with teacher approval. Thank you TIG for the loan!

Tuesday March 9 New Arrivals and Questions

The two new camcorders arrived at school today; they are now charged and ready to go. This will make shooting the film so much easier for a class of 34! I also had ordered a video walkman to use in the lab for iMovie ... let me know if this can be worked into the wireless network for the TIG project. The new iBook is to arrive tomorrow. Will using it for any graphic development improve our movies?

We’re looking forward to editing after March Break, on March 24th.

Ben has offered to come back and review and enhance the students’ skills with FLASH, perhaps the week after March Break.

On April 14th, my VP has asked that we present TIG and our project at the area Equity Conference from 4 - 6:30 at L’Amoreaux Colliagiate; rotating sessions. Ona is busy but I thought I might take along Cheryl and another member of her group who are working on Cultural Diversity and Equity. If anyone would like to join us, please let me know.

Wednesday March 10
Update and More Questions

8M have been happily experimenting for several days now with FLASH and MovieMaker, having lots of fun. Today though, Ona had to step in and require that rough drafts of group brochures be presented and discussed with her before computers were handed out. She is very impressed by alot of their work! We will have them print up several colour versions for their booths and photocopy more to hand out to interested parties.

She has found display boards at half the price of what she initially had seen. We’re still wondering about business cards ... Jen, should we order card stock; if so does the size matter? The students have been collecting business cards for several months and are excited to make their own. The last question... the invitation list... who is inviting who???!!!! Can we review who should be asked?

