1. Young Girl Empowerment for ICT Programme

Establishing enabled environment providing employment, and skill opportunity include basic principles of YES Somalia goals. To realize this, YES Somalia made extensive advocacy to gain local and international support to assist in creation of entrepraunaship, and skill emportunity to youth. Reflecting this, YES and putting female youth in its priority, YES Somalia sent 4 young female youth to attend Young Women Leaders in Information Communication Technology (ICT) held in Cairo, Egypt June 14-15 2003. 40 young women from the Middle East and North African Regions attended the workshop. The workshop was organized by by the Global Knowledge Partnership and its members International Institute for Sustainable Development and TakingITGlobal. Workshop Objectives include; examining gender dimenstion of the digital devide by exploring current situation, achievements and constraints including examining the role of governments , private sector, Civil Society and international organizations in empowering young women as a key stakeholder group in the Information Society. In this event, workshop organizers encouraged participants to carry out all necessary efforts to expand workshop theme and ensure local support to young female broaden their skill and accessibility to ICT.

For reason, YES Somalia invited its stakeholders to support new ICT Center for young girls in Bossaso, Puntland State of Somalia. In this initiative, YES Somalia achieved to establish ICT Center by engaging local Computer Institute to put together an ICT Curriculum for six months. Young girls were selected from YES Somalia Memebr organizations and Secondary school students. Materials for the center were purchased with funds raised by YES Somalia from the private sector. During this course, students will get English Language course in order to improve their skill in communicating  with English Language. This training is aimed to upgrade and improve young girls skills in computer application and English Language in a way to increase their employment opportunities and reverse gender disparity in employement. Improved skill for young girls will also foster their position and influence in the society in the areas of access to decision making at all levels. Several International Organization such as UNICEF, UNDP showed their interest in this programme. Beside this, YES Somalia participated global on line discussion on empowering women in ICT organized by……. Students and YES Somalia presented their view regarding the topic and received other partners like UNESCO which developed ICT Toolkit for women. YES Somalia will put together a concept paper and project document to interested International Organizations as well as the private sector. YES Somalia plans to make advocacy for the graduates of this training get employment opportunities from the Government, Private Companies and Intenational Organizations. Report on this programme including training curriculum, list of students, and other materials will be placed at YES Somalia Web Page.

