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Indian Youth Declaration
	This Indian Youth Declaration has been compiled by WSIS Youth India on the basis of youth inputs collected from all over the country as a part of Indian National Youth Campaign organized by TakingITGlobal India, Association of Computer Technologists in India & Center for Youth Development Activities in connection with the World Summit on Information Society- Phase I , December 10-12 ,Geneva 2003.
This declaration is purely based on the action lines to advance the achievement of the internationally-agreed development goals, including those in the Millennium Declaration, the Monterrey Consensus and the Johannesburg Declaration and Plan of Implementation, by promoting the use of ICT-based products, networks, services and applications, and to help countries overcome the digital divide.
We from WSIS Youth India, request all the individuals as well as the corporate in the Information Society to recommend the following suggestions to be included in the Declaration of Principles.

Compiled and Edited : Ashwin Gopinath, General Secretary, Association of Computer Technologists in India.



We are resolute in our quest to ensure that everyone can benefit from the opportunities that Information and Communication Technologies can offer. We request all the stakeholders to include the active participation from the youths, their voices and their influence in the building of a sustainable information society. Youths must be permitted access to the information society as well as having the opportunity to freely express their opinion, without the threat of physical, psychological or any other form of discrimination. The ability for all to access and contribute information, ideas and knowledge is essential in an inclusive Information Society. Access to information and knowledge can be promoted by increasing awareness among all stakeholders of the possibilities offered by different software models, including proprietary, open-source and free software, in order to increase competition, access by users, diversity of choice and to enable all users to develop solutions which best meet their requirements. It should be guaranteed that the human rights to freedom of speech, as stated in the human rights declaration, are upheld in the information society.
We recognize that building an inclusive Information Society requires new forms of solidarity, partnership and cooperation among governments and other stakeholders, i.e. the private sector, civil society and non governmental organisations. Realizing that the ambitious goal of this Declaration is bridging the digital divide and ensuring harmonious, fair and equitable development for all—will require strong commitment by all stakeholders, we call for digital solidarity, both at state & national levels. Building a people-centred Information Society is a joint effort which requires cooperation and partnership among all stakeholders. So we request you all to participate the youths in the country in all efforts for bridging the digital divide, promoting access to Information and Communication Technologies, creating digital opportunities, and harnessing the potential of ICTs for development. 
We demands to implement measures for ensuring the personal freedom of every person in the information society. We also demands to develop regulations and means of protecting people’s privacy in this digital world. A global culture of cyber-security needs to be promoted, developed and implemented in co-operation with all stakeholders and international expert bodies. Spam and cyber-security should also be dealt with appropriate levels.
 We are firmly convinced that we are collectively entering a new era of enormous potential, that of the Information Society and expanded human communication. In this emerging society, information and knowledge can be produced, exchanged, shared and communicated through all the networks of the world. All individuals can soon, if we take the necessary actions, together build a new Information Society based on shared knowledge and founded on global solidarity and a better mutual understanding between peoples and states. We trust that these measures will open the way to the future development of a true knowledge society. 
We think, it would be a tragedy if large corporations were allowed to drive through an approach that fits their own commercial interests and ideological position, instead being what developing counties like us really need. We believe bridging the digital divide is about more than letting technology companies make money from potential new markets. We request the government to ensure that information and communication technologies are used appropriately. We demand to ensure that there is a proper method to monitor the running of internet cafes in the country, as they are becoming the snakepit for terrorism and pornographic activities.

We affirm that development of ICTs provides enormous opportunities for women, who should be an integral part of, and key actors, in the Information Society. We are committed to ensuring that the Information Society enables women's empowerment and their full participation on the basis on equality in all spheres of society and in all decision-making processes. To this end, we should mainstream a gender equality perspective and use ICTs as a tool to that end.
We recognize that young people are the future workforce and leading creators and earliest adopters of ICTs. They must therefore be empowered as learners, developers, contributors, entrepreneurs and decision-makers. We must focus especially on young people who have not yet been able to benefit fully from the opportunities provided by ICTs.
We had identified that specific targets for the Information Society should be established as appropriate, at the national level in the framework of the national e-strategies and in accordance with the national development policies, taking into account the different national circumstances. Such targets can serve as useful benchmarks for actions and for the evaluation of the progress made towards the attainment of the overall objectives of the Information Society. 
Indian Youth Caucus believe that a  well-developed information and communication network infrastructure and applications, adapted to regional, national and local conditions, easily-accessible and affordable, and making greater use of radio, broadband and other innovative technologies where possible, can accelerate the social and economic progress of countries, and the well-being of all individuals, communities and peoples. 


We request the government to 

a) To connect villages with ICTs and establish community access points.

b) To connect universities, colleges, secondary schools and primary schools with ICTs.

c) To connect public libraries, cultural centers, museums, post offices and archives with ICTs.
d) To connect health centers and hospitals with ICTs.
e) To connect all local and central government departments and establish websites and email addresses, and also these facilities to be used for the good of the society.

f) To adapt all primary and secondary school curricula to meet the challenges 



of the Information Society, taking into account national circumstances
The use of ICTs in all stages of education, training and human resource development should be promoted, taking into account the special needs of persons with disabilities and disadvantaged and. We therefore demand all the stakeholders to formulated and implement technologies to gain access to the information society for the physically disabled. Being a responsible society we are committed to not let them down. 
It is essential to promote the production of accessibility to all content -educational, scientific and cultural in diverse languages and formats. The development of local content suited to domestic or regional needs will encourage social and economic development and will stimulate participation of all stakeholders, including people living in rural, remote areas. It is also important that the information society should harness and preserve cultural heritage for the future by all appropriate methods. 
We further commit ourselves to evaluate and follow-up progress in bridging the digital divide, taking into account different levels of development, so as to reach nationally & internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, and to assess the effectiveness of investment and international cooperation efforts in building the information society. We are fully committed to turning this digital divide into a digital opportunity for all, particularly for those who risk being left behind and being further marginalized.






