2000-2001:

The environmental education program has been founded by the Friends of Environment Association of Alexandria “FEA” since 1992. The project has then improved significantly during 2000-2001, where members from 18 public primary and preparatory schools of Alexandria were trained on the following:

-How to collect the information needed to complete the periodical environmental surveillance card (designed by FEA), and then how to analyze it regularly in the High Institute of Public Sanitation to know the environmental problems faced in their schools.

-How to put a reparation plan, and how to precise the urgent needs, before just planting gardens.

-How to sustainably, aware the students through creating Environment Clubs in their schools, where the members are students, teachers, and school administrators.

A team from FEA and other Environmental Education cadres from the Ministry of Education has periodically conducted several field visits to each of the involved schools, to assimilate the activities of the Environment Clubs. This team has organized a competition between all of the participating schools, in the form of “Environment Days”, so that each of the schools would have one environment day. On that day, all of the student activities were shown, including painting, CD presentations, sketches, songs, and researches. Certificates were offered, as well as rewards, to the students at the end of the environment day.

The activity held in each of the schools has been evaluated according to pre-put standards, in order to specify the winner schools and the runners up.

The list of the winner schools was discussed in a meeting between the schools representatives and the environmental awareness teams. 

The ending ceremony was held in Bibliotheca Alexandrina, where the winner schools were celebrated, as well as everyone who participated in the project.

2001-2002

Members from teaching communities belonging to 26 primary and preparatory schools in Alexandria, as well as a significant number of volunteers belonging to other NGOs than FEA, were trained on dealing with solid waste management in a workshop that was held in Collège Saint-Marc School. The working plan of the second phase was established in a meeting in the Institute of Research and High Studies.

The environmental team has regularly visited the 26 schools; in order to survey and evaluate the activities of the Environment Clubs, and also to assimilate the way environmental surveying and solid waste management were progressing.

The team visited the schools during the Environment Days in order to precise the winner schools, and to deliver the certificates and the rewards to the most active students.

A meeting was held in FEA with the people in charge of “the environment and population” organism of the Ministry of Education to discuss the list of winner schools, to put a plan for summer activities, and to precise a date for the ending ceremony that was later held in the Alexandria Center for Talent, with the presence of several distinguished NGO, academic and governmental figures, working on community service. The local TV covered the ceremony.

2002-2003

The environmental awareness program started by training 70 participants, including Environmental Education teachers from 50 primary and preparatory schools in Alexandria, as well as cadres from the Ministry of Education and other NGOs.

“The perfect use of Energy” was the theme of the workshop that was held in Collège Saint-Marc School.

The workshop was sponsored by the “Academy for Educational Development” represented by each of prof.Dr. Hassan Abu-Bakr, and prof.Dr. Sharif Kandil. Important figures from the energy sector spoke in the workshop such as prof.Dr.Fouad Aboul-Fotouh, and prof.Dr. Moataz Sulayman. The FEA environmental team played the biggest role in organizing the event, and the Collège Saint-Marc administration hosted the event for free, and provided snacks and soft drinks with low prices!

The working plan of the third phase of the project was discussed in a meeting that was held in the Engineers Society in Shatby. Environmental teams again, periodically visited the 50 schools, surveyed the environmental clubs, assimilated the progress of environmental surveying, solid waste management, perfect use of energy, and elimination of smoking and drug doping, and with the help of the Union of Scientific Communities of Alexandria.

The 50 schools were visited during their Environment Days, to precise the winner schools, and to distribute the certificates and the rewards.

A meeting was held in FEA, in which the time and date of the ending ceremony was decided. The ceremony was held later at the Theater of the Engineers Society in Shatby.

RESULTS:

1-ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AND CORRECTION:

Several schools were repaired:

-At the “Sayed Darwish” School, the external wall was repaired, and a mosaïque wall was put on it. Toilets were repaired, and a new garden and several sport playgrounds were established, and funded by the Rotary Metropolitan Club.

-A mosaïque wall was put of the walls of “El-Shatby” primary school, offered from the Young Artist Atelier of the Alexandria Sporting Club.

-Small plants and trees were offered to “Fatima ‘Anaan” school so that they could establish a new garden.

-Guiding the administration of “Khorshed” preparatory girl school on how to act to let the authorities help them in dealing with solid wastes.

-Several marvelous gardens were planted, such as those of “Morsy Morsy” preparatory girl school, and “Roushdy” preparatory girl school.

-The Nozha Ladies Rotary Club repaired restrooms of the “Karmouz” primary school.

-The complete project of environmental awareness in 10 of the poor schools of Al-Montazah district begun, sponsored by the Egyptian-Swiss Fundraisings.

2-PROJECTS

Energy:

-Several project based on the perfect use of energy from primary materials and solid wastes were established, and the products were officially sent to markets.

-Designing and building a solar-energy heater.

-Economizing the consumption of electricity in the participating schools, as well as in the homes of the teachers and the students, through training them on how to revise electricity bills, learning them some basic instructions about several electric devices, and showing them how to choose the most effective device that would lower the consumption.

-Conducting practical scientific experiments concerning solid wastes, in order to emphasis the concept of keeping and economizing energy.

-The practical use of clean forms of energy, such as wind energy, solar energy, hydraulic energy, and organic energy.

Solid Wastes:

-The implementation of projects that are based on solid waste management, such as growing mushrooms on rice cultivation wastes, recycling paper, and producing organic fertilizers from food, greenhouses, and agriculture leftovers.

-The production of light furniture from solid wastes, and marketing the products as a response to the concept of “productive school”.

3-EXHIBITIONS:

Several important exhibitions were held on behalf of the project:

-The exposition of environmental products on behalf of the project ending ceremony in Bibliotheca Alexandrina in 2001.

-The exposition of environmental products on behalf of the 360HUB event, in Bibliotheca Alexandrina in July 2002.   

-The exposition of environmental products in the Talent Center on the behalf of the project ending ceremonies in 2001 and 2002.

-The participation in organizing the art activities, through the exchange of experience with the responsibles of the art activity in the Mohamed Mahmoud Said Museum; which has lead to the establishment of an art exhibition in summer 2003, with the participation of all of the schools involved in the project.

4-CONTESTS:

Apart from the environmental awards competition between the schools participating in the program, the environmental FEA team helped with its experience in covering other contests:

-The Environmental Award Scheme contest, funded by the Academy for Educational Development, and with the participation of the Egyptain Environmental Affairs Agency and the Science of Materials Society, under the supervision of the Minister of Environment in 2003.

-The contest of the “Most Supportive School for Health and Environment”, funded by UNESCO. 

-A contest for smoking and addiction combat in schools, with the participation of the Union of Scientific Syndicates.

5-FESTIVALS, CONFERENCES, AND WORKSHOPS:

-Participating in the 360HUB event in 2002, and the participation of 50 youth members in the E-learning program of Lund University, on the theme of Preventive Environmental Systems (PES).

-Participating in the Marathon of summer 2003, which was organized by the Organization of Youth and Sports in Alexandria.

-Organizing the “Clean up the Beach of Alexandria” campaign, with the participation of 300 volunteers on the behalf of “The International Day of Beaches Cleanup”.

-Organizing the “Take me back home” festival, participating with the JEF project executed by FEA society as an activity to save the Sea Turtles.

-Experience exchange through the team’s success stories that were projected in several national and international workshops for other NGOs.

-Participating in the “International Conference on Science and Mathematics Education for the 21st Century” in summer 2003.

6-ENVIRONMENTAL EXCURSIONS:

-Organizing environmental visits to greenhouses to teach the students of the environment clubs how to cultivate and breed various types of plants.

-Organizing “Environmental Days in the Environmental Education Garden” owned by FEA at the International Alexandria Park, which is an area of land allocated for executing environmental activities as environmental auditing, activities related to energy saving, recycling, efficient use of resources, and sustainable development.

-Visiting the Bibliotheca Alexandrina with evaluating the architecture, cleanness, maintenance, etc…

7-LECTURES:

-The team members were invited to several events to present lectures concerning their experience in environmental development and methods of executing small environmental projects, ornamenting the railway of Alexandria, importance of trees, solid waste management, and addiction and smoking combat.

