Peking University holds first ever inter-university debate contest on Urdu

BEIJING, JUNE 23 (APP): The Department of Urdu and Pakistan Studies Centre at Peking University, a prestigious higher learning institution has arranged  the first ever inter-university debate contest on ‘Ma or Urdu’  (I and Urdu) here the other day. Besides Peking University, students from Foreign Language University also participated in large number. 
“The purpose of organizing such debate was to hold a competition in a healthy environment among the students studying Urdu language in China”, said Dr Asmat Naz, Department of Urdu and Pakistan Studies, Pakistan’s Chair at Peking University while talking to APP on Monday. 
The Deputy Head of the Mission Mr. Abdul Salik Khan and senior embassy officials also attended the programme. 
The invitees included a large number of Chinese who can speak and understand Urdu as well as students from different universities. 
Initiating the debate, the student from Peking University Miss Tian Yan  highlighted the difficulties she had confronted in the early stage while learning Urdu language and the way she was able to address these. 
A student Zhang Ming Qi belonged to Foreign Studies University told the gathering how she got attraction with Urdu language and pointed out that it was her grandfather who had the opportunity of living in Pakistan and he can also speak Urdu very well. She further said that she intends to push forward her grandfather’s traditions.    
These all students, it may be noted started learning Urdu language for the past 18 months, but they understand well and speak Urdu fluently. 
Most of the student got appreciation from the audience as they supported their speeches with poetry. 
The second part of the contest was extempore speeches among students, however, all speakers spoke with full confidence to highlight the history and importance of Urdu in this contemporary world. 
As per penal of judges, the student from Peking University Tian Yan got adjudged as first prize winner, the second position holdere was Gao qing of Foreign Language University while the third prize went again to Peking University. 
The seminar was culminated with the speech from Director Pakistan Studies Mr Tang Ming Sheng. 

And the take-away quote of the article: “A student Zhang Ming Qi belonged to Foreign Studies University told the gathering how she got attraction with Urdu language and pointed out that it was her grandfather who had the opportunity of living in Pakistan and he can also speak Urdu very well.”
hee hee…  Sadly, my English major students tend to write similar sentences…

On the more impressive side, most of the students participating in the debate apparently have been studying Urdu for only 18 months, yet they “speak Urdu fluently”! Nicely done!

  

