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  The Arab Republic of Syria

The issues before the 2nd committee are: 

1.       Topic 1: The impact of the economic and financial crisis on the achievement of the MDGs 

2.       Topic 2: Climate change and the MDGs: crafting viable post-Kyoto agreements


Topic 1:

Recalling the speech of his Excellency President Bashar al-Assad at the Syrian-Austrian Economic Forum, where he said that the economy is a dialogue and he who makes dialogue is the one reaching to the awareness enabling the capabilities to be translated into opportunities, the Arab Republic of Syria stresses its commitment to international cooperation in tackling the issue of the economic and financial crisis, as finding common ground for developing global partnership is the single possible way to address the arising problems of the globalized world. According to World Bank estimates, the global economy is expected to contract by 1.7 per cent in 2009 (World Bank, 2009). New economic, political and social issues constitute common challenges calling for overall response. 

Recalling Resolution No. 6/36-E adopted by the thirty-sixth session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, being a part of geopolitically important, but unstable region, the Syrian Arab Republic would like to welcome in particular regional cooperation, for ensuring peace and stability in the region is vital for providing stability and reliability of the world market.
Further recalling 1995 Barcelona Declaration and taking into account the statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the delegation of the Republic of Sudan during the high-level policy dialogue with the international financial and trade institutions on current development in the world economy at the high-level segment of the 2009 substantive session of the Economic and Social Council (Geneva, 6 July 2009), our nation would like to emphasize the need for developed countries' support of the developmental process in developing countries and, in particular, in the Arab region through various channels and establishment of the multilateral and lasting network of relations based on a spirit of partnership. One of such initiatives, for instance, is Euro-Arab Mashreq Gas Market (EAMGM) project launched with the aim of enhancing the integration of the gas markets of Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt. The project is implemented through the Euro-Arab Mashreq Gas Co-operation Centre located in Damascus. This does not, however, undermine the importance of institutional and legislative reforms in the developing and least developed countries, as efforts will only bear fruit when an environment more conducive for sustainable development, increasing the volume of internal trade and investments is created. 
Topic 2: Climate change and the MDGs: crafting viable post-Kyoto agreements

Syria signed and ratified Kyoto protocol in 2006, thus identifying climate change problem as one of the national priorities. Our country admits that the climate change issue in interconnected with all the other Millennium Development Goals and adversely effects national economies, causing poverty, hunger and migration of people. Having said that, our nation defines environmental sustainability as a concern of the whole world rather than each single country and urges for joint action to tackle the challenge posed by climate change. 
Keeping in mind the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Syrian Arab Republic emphasizes the importance of international discussion platform that enables the countries to fit their national strategies for dealing with the climate change issue into the international institutional framework. Thus, United Nations Development Programme in Syria (UNDP) is instrumental in supporting efforts aiming at planning, capacity building, institutional strengthening, public participation and targeted research 
The Syrian Arab Republic would like to stress the urgent need for raising awareness of the climate change issue by means of raising awareness campaigns and, in particular, youth involvement in discussions on this topic, as it was done recently in Syria when an event titled “Your planet needs you!! Unite to Combat Climate Change” took place in cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme in Syria (UNDP) in June 2009.
The Syrian Arab Republic welcomes initiatives like “Poverty alleviation and women empowerment programme” that are aimed at dealing with the problems that always accompany climate change issue like poverty, food insecurity and migration to the urban areas.   
