 General Assembly-2nd Committee “Economic and financial”
Jamaica

The topics before the 2nd Committee are:

1. The impact of the economic and financial crisis on the achievement of the MDG’s
2.  Climate change and the MDGs: crafting viable post-Kyoto agreements

1. The Impact of the economic and financial crisis on the achievement of the MDG’s
The Government of Jamaica strongly believes that the realization of the MDGs constitutes an integral part of the United Nations Development agenda therefore  we need to achieve qualitative and meaningful progress in the collective efforts to develop a genuine global partnership for development. The Government of Jamaica recommends that this Committee reinforces agreements such as the one made in Monterrey in 2002 and encourages developed countries to help developing nations to achieve the MDGs despite the global financial and economic crisis
At the mid-point to the achievement of the MDGs, reports point to mixed progress among some regions in reaching some of the goals. While there have been visible gains, the financial crisis has presented a significant challenge in their overall implementation
The full and effective implementation of the MDGs by 2015 remains a national priority for the Government of Jamaica. Accordingly, the Goals have been incorporated at various levels into our national development strategies. We have recorded successes in many areas including poverty eradication, primary school enrolment, life expectancy and eradication of communicable diseases including malaria. While Jamaica is on track to meet the goals within the specified time-frame, we continue to work within the framework of CARICOM towards building on this foundation. 

Last year Prime Minister Golding in his address to the GA stated that “We must all pull up our socks if we are to reverse the slippage we have suffered. Developing countries must ensure that their priorities are properly structured hence they must live up to their commitment to devote 0.7% of their GDP to Official Development Assistance”. Jamaica therefore encourages that, within the framework of this committee, our developed partners to fulfill their longstanding commitments to achieve the ODA. It is precisely in times of economic crisis that the world must sand together to recover from the economic and financial crisis and achieve the MDG’s
The government of Jamaica, aligning itself with CARICOM and the Group of 77 and China, strongly believes that assistance by the developed world should not be narrowly viewed in benevolent terms, but more widely as a good business strategy to expand the markets of the developed world and help to expedite global recovery. This form of partnership is integral to ensuring global prosperity and will go a long way in eradicating poverty and hunger and in achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  This global partnership must be development-driven; recognizing that poverty anywhere is a threat to prosperity elsewhere and it must include mechanisms to detect signs of global crises and must be able to institute preventive measures.

2. Climate change and the MDGs: crafting viable post-Kyoto agreements
The Government of Jamaica strongly believes that in order to achieve the MDG’s and fight against climate change, concrete action on mitigation; adaptation; technology transfer and the provision of financial resources are critical for developing countries to assure their developmental agenda . Jamaica believes that all major emitters, including “non-traditional” major emitters should undertake commitments in a post- Kyoto framework. This does not absolve traditional emitters from taking the lead in curbing emissions and adhering to previously agreed commitments. 
Climate change is recognized as a most serious threat facing humanity. No one is immune to its effects. The impact of climate variability and climate change on human and natural systems poses serious challenges to our objective of reducing poverty and achieving the Millennium Development Goals .The impact is felt not only in relation to our development prospects given that significant developmental gains are being reversed. Climate change affects the poor and most vulnerable 

Jamaica's economy, social and physical infrastructures are being impacted negatively by Climate Change.  Furthermore, adapting to climate change and continue with our National Development agenda is a cost which goes beyond the financial capacity and resources of the Government of Jamaica. Therefore, it is important that the various commitments from the international community become a reality.  

Although Jamaica's emissions of greenhouse gases can be considered quite small (less than 1 per cent of annual global emissions), we have already begun to play our part in mitigating the threats emanating from climate change. Jamaica has taken tangible and affirmative action, as a party to the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol.  Jamaica has embarked on a number of projects, with a view to building capacity to cope with the effects of climate change. Our limited individual efforts, however, can only take us so far. 

The Jamaican Government believes that there is an important link between climate change and the efforts of developing countries in their pursuit to achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.   Tackling climate change and the achievement of the MDGs can no longer be construed as separate agendas but rather two sides of the same coin. Efforts to address both should therefore be mutually reinforcing.


It is evident that long-term cooperative action is critical if there are to be meaningful results and change. It is critically important that we o pay attention to disaster risk reduction, which must be a core element of climate change adaptation. In this regard, Jamaica believes that we must ensure that disaster risk reduction is explicitly included in the post-2012 framework. We must recognize the linkage between adaptation, disaster risk reduction and development

Jamaica and their CARICOM partners have already pooled its efforts to establish the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre. CARICOM members have signed, in July of 2009, the Lilienthal Declaration on climate change and development in which we reaffirm the importance of a common Regional approach to address the threats and challenges of climate change and the MDGs. And within this framework the Government of Jamaica calls on this committee to urge developed nations to work with an increased sense of urgency and purpose towards arriving at an ambitious and comprehensive agreement that can ensure the achievement of the MDG´s

