United Nations General Assembly First Committee (Disarmament and International Security)

Türkiye Cumhuriyeti, Republic of Turkey

The issue before the First Committee’s meetings is:

1. The impact of the uncontrolled spread of illegal small arms/light weapons on the realization of the Millennium Development Goals
1. The impact of the uncontrolled spread of illegal small arms/light weapons on the realization of the MDGs
The Republic of Turkey fully recognizes the threat posed by the spread of illegal small arms and light weapons on global, regional and national security, as well as on the efforts on social and economic development, therefore hampering international efforts on the realization of the MDGs. Turkey, as a peace loving country, has fully supported all the actions taken by the International Community towards disarmament. 

It is understood that armed conflict is the biggest obstacle to national development, human rights protection and State integrity. At the same time the role of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) on fuelling those conflicts cannot be neglected; availability of means is the basic prerequisite to the continuation of any conflict. SALW are, by standard, easy to carry, to use and to maintain. Every person is a potential soldier; the issue on child soldiers is the strongest evidence that the availability of SALW will have a direct impact on the perpetuation of armed conflicts. Besides the most obvious impacts on the society, illegal spread of SALW can be harmful in a wide range of ways; wealth spent on weapons is investments that could have been injected on social and economic projects, which would yield more direct social gains. 

Turkey has been aware of those questions and, at the same time, one active actor on the search for a solution. Turkey was the first Country to bring the issue of SALWs to the appreciation of the OSCE: in 1996, we presented one draft resolution on arms register. This move was the trigger for a process of deliberations that ultimately resulted on the adoption of the OSCE document on SALW in 2000. Our historical concern with those matters have led us to believe that it cannot be solved by the action of one country or organization, neither it can be exclusively addressed at national, regional or global level; effective measures are those part of a great regime on arms control with harmonized efforts on all levels.
Our efforts on this matter can be verified in several fora: OSCE, NATO, the Wassenaar Arrangement (WA), the SECI and the United Nations, for example. At the OSCE Turkey co-sponsored the initiative that led to the OSCE Document for Stockpiles of Conventional Ammunition. In NATO we have actively participated on the NATO/EAPC (Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council) Ad Hoc Group on SALW and Mine Action where we have provided financial assistance to Ukraine via the Joint Working Group on Defense Reform, specifically to programs of ammunition destruction. On the WA we have actively defended our position that SALW should be introduced as a new reporting category. On the SECI Turkey welcomed the Regional Center for Combating Transborder Crime, that deals with the smuggling of small arms, with the commissioning of two experts at the Center. At the United Nations Turkey has been an active participant of the discussions on the Conference on Disarmament, the Security Council and the First Committee (where we voiced our concerns on Man-Portable Air Defense Systems, MANPADs, and their uncontrolled proliferation). 
The greatest efforts have been made for the implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action. We call for a universal implementation of the UNPoA, and we have taken several steps towards that goal. Turkey’s legal framework was reinforced in order to strengthen our ability to cope with the UNPoA provisions, recommendations and best practices; laws on brokering, stockpiling, stockpile security, marking and tracing, SALW industry, smuggling and customs were adopted and further contribute to regional and national stability. Our people greatly value the importance of those measures as we suffered from the negligence of other countries; terrorist groups are the only to benefit from the uncontrolled spread of SALW. As stated on Turkey’s National Report on the implementation of the UNPoA “Turkey is surrounded by countries where proliferation and accumulation of SALW has the potential risk to cause instability. Current conflicts and ongoing weapons sales to the region have created a suitable ground for the spread of SALW. PKK KONGRA-GEL and other terrorist organizations are exploiting this instability for their own brutal aims.”

We have also identified one focal point that a responsible process of stopping proliferation of SALW shall concentrate: internationally recognized rules and guidelines on State control over the trade of arms, both internationally and domestically. Of course that should not prejudice the legal transfer of weapons. The harmonization of international and national legal framework on the commerce of weapons is necessary in order improve transparency over State to State transfers, as well as to adequately regulate the private ownership of SALW, and foster the use of legal loopholes by weapons smugglers, effectively denying access of SALW to the black market. This demand would be adequately covered by the conclusion of an Arms Trade Treaty (ATT).
The efforts to curb unrestricted proliferation of SALW are far from complete. The first step is the adoption of the provision on the UNPoA. The creation and strengthening of the already existing regional and sub-regional measures on this matter is important to complement the efforts of the United Nations, such as DDR programs and the Tracing of SALW program. We reiterate our position that efforts cannot be spared in order to “save succeeding generations from the scourge of war”, one of the founding principles of the United Nations and we recall the article 1 of the UN Charter, that calls for cooperation on the maintenance of security and the establishment of economic and social development. Under this light the MDGs represent the synthesis of the world ambitions based on common values and goals. The 2008 UN report on the MDGs clearly states that the achievement of the goals might be threatened by the economic slowdown and the food security crisis. It is the responsibility of all to do not allow new conflicts to sprout on the shadow of a socially unstable environment caused by those conditions.  
In the words of the President of the Republic of Turkey H.E. Abdullah Gül: “The goals that the Millennium Declaration defined for humanity are ambitious, yet achievable.  Reducing hunger and extreme poverty, spreading universal primary education, halting infectious diseases, and reducing child mortality within 15 years continue to be urgent tasks.“
 Turkey has proved and reasserted its commitment both with the efforts on disarmament and the MDGs, this new approach where we do not treat those questions separately has the potential to have groundbreaking positive results; our efforts on these issues are evident and we call for a wider international cooperation on disarmament and SALWs under the guiding light of the MDGs.
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