General Assembly Third Committee: Social, Cultural and Humanitarian
Republic of Chad

The issues before the General Assembly Third Committee meetings are:

1. Children of Conflict and the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
2. Human Rights and the Environment
1. Children of Conflict and the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
Throughout the past decades the Republic of Chad has not only been home for the Chadian people, but also for the numerous refugees from Border States that confront diverse conflicts. The government stability of our country has been threatened several times in the past years. These phenomena have affected efforts to preserve human rights, especially those of children. 
Child soldiers are a major concern in Chad; our country is clearly engaged to deliver appropriate responses and therefore has made a commitment to refrain children participation on formal armies. Unfortunately, a majority of child soldiers and children of conflict are in territories where illegitimate armed groups operate and in which our Government has no current control. Our nation is aware that children of conflict need to be socially reintegrated, in this regard our delegation considers that it is urgent to take action and develop effective programs including literacy, education and capacity building so these children are able to improve their life quality, including worthy employment, to enhance their own opportunities as well as those of their families and communities. Even more, we are committed to avoid any new recruitment of minors as well as demobilization of child soldiers released from armed groups.
Violations to human rights include sexual exploitation and gender based violence, but when they are against children they acquire a different meaning. Prevention of such violations must be a priority, yet it is difficult to perform this task on countries like Chad, where armed conflicts are in place and where there are an important number of refugees. What must be done is to give urgent assistance, including medical and psychological support, so that they can recommence their lives. We reiterate the willingness of Chadian authorities to cooperate with international authorities and institution to attend this issue, mainly through the application of sanctions to those responsible.
Rights of children also include health and nutrition; though the reality in many countries of Africa confronts the existence of several diseases among which IHV/AIDS predominates. In order to improve attention of these harms, immediate action is needed and specific procedures are to be in place to prevent and take care of those who suffer them. Chadian authorities are prepared to work with United Nations, its funds, programs and specialized agencies to reinforce and initiate plans that will allow an improved coverage which will help the establishment of appropriate national institutions. 
Among the Chadian population, strong cultural roots impulse practices such as child marriage. Its effects are numerous, among them increased birth rate contributes in the aggravation of problems. It is extremely hard to combat child marriage in the short term; nevertheless Chad considers efforts should be done to attend family planning.

In line with the Mine Ban Treaty (ratified since 1999), Chad has strongly worked to minimize and eventually eradicate the presence of antipersonnel mines and small arms that endanger the life of numerous children, whether they are or not involved in armed conflicts. Notwithstanding, in areas in which our government does not have military and political control, like the Tibesti region, actions are complex. Therefore reinforcement of current programs is of high importance in order to guarantee their accomplishment. New proposals are to be created so that, according to each States capabilities, realistic objectives and timeframes can be carried out.
2. Human Rights and the Environment
Chad is convinced that the integral concept of human rights shall envision the so named three generation rights. The First as being set at the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the Second as established on the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights; and the Third generation to include environment and natural resources. 

Article 24 of the African Charter of Human and Peoples' Rights, states that all people "shall have the right to a general satisfactory environment favorable to their development.", and Chad is committed to it. Our country considers that a genuine sustainable development, bearing in mind its three axes -economic, social and environment-, demands to advance on international law regarding the linkage between human rights and environment, as recognized by the Commission on Human Rights, agreeing on global strategies to, among others, fight poverty, unemployment and social disintegration which are interrelated with mentioned areas.

A few human rights to an adequate environment have been incorporated in some international instruments; nevertheless, they do not attend part all the world inhabitants requirements. Degradation of the environment confronts several recognized human rights, and a to comprehensively study and define ways to attend their linkage is urgent.

According to the United Nations Human Development Index, Chad ranks as the fifth poorest country in the world; 80% of its population lives below the poverty line, in both rural and urban areas. The Mercer Global Study on Quality Life 2009 positioned Chadian capital, N'Djamena, in the 213 site; considering cities have a better life quality, What stands for rural areas in Chad? In order to advance on sustainable development, which includes life quality, the international community requires reachable objectives in accordance to each State respective capabilities; this will allow tangible, realistic and endurable progress.
The XXI century has brought new problems and among the main challenges are those related to the environment; this is true for developed and developing countries, being particularly significant for the last ones. Problems we confront are related to land degradation; deforestation; toxic waste; water scarcity and deterioration of water and air quality, the last two are priorities. In Africa, as well as in Chad, poverty is a cause-effect of environmental degradation and fast population grow impose greater challenges to the environment. We depend on our natural resources, income of people living in rural areas and indigenous people is based on agriculture and natural resources; in this regard, economic and social development must attend such areas.

Our country considers that in the route to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) it is clear that some States need more support than others; it also believes that new and innovative mechanisms are needed. In accordance with the Millennium Development Goals: 2008 Progress Chart, the Sub-Saharan region, Chad included, is the only region in the world that, up to date, has made no progress or progress is insufficient to reach the MDGs and its targets.

Chad calls the Third Committee to comprehensively study the idea to advance international law to reaffirm and reinforce the linkage between human rights and environment, taking into consideration that rights on both areas will encourage actions against poverty, especially for vulnerable groups and indigenous people and particularly for those which subsistence is coupled with sustainable use of land and natural resources. 

