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The Republic of India is aware of the threat that small arms and light weapons pose towards international peace and stability as well as towards the achievement of the Millenium Development Goals, and therefore welcomes the progress that has been made in the field by the addoption of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects at the UN Conference on the Illicit Trade of Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects in July 2001
. In the past the Republic of India has fought the illicit trade of small arms and light weapons with all possible vigour, as can be seen by the appointment of Ambassador Rakesh Sood as the Chairmen of the Group of Governmental Experts on Tracing Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons
, and  it will continue to do so in the future. It is the opinion of the Indian government that multilateral cooperation is required to effectively combat the this treat, and therefore hopes for the cooperation of all UN Member States in this matter.

Furthermore: "India is acutely aware of the problem of proliferation of and illicit trafficking in small arms and remains committed to participating actively in international search for effective solutions"
. Despite the Republic of India being a producer of small arms and light weapons
 we recognize the impact these weapons can have on national and international conflicts, when legally produced stockpiles are not monitored correctly. It is the opinion of the Republic of India that we must do everything in our power to fight against the threat that illegal small arms and light weapons pose to the world. 

The government of the Republic of India is of the opinion that in order to effectively solve the problem at hand the multi-faccetted nature of the problem has to be addressed simultaneously across the globe. However a programme that may work very well in in one area, may receive the opposite reaction in another area. Thus we propose that significant market research on the demand side be undertaken to avoid the misallocation of funds. 

Furthermore producing countries should register their weapons with unremovable laser tagged registration numbers that are unremovable and are registered in an internationale database under the authority of the UNIDIR.

Simultaneously local civil authorities should promote 'food for guns' programmes in which guns are traded in for a previousely set sum of money or food that differs per country in order to take the local economic situation into account
. This should create new incentives in both developed as well as developing nations for people to give up their illicit small arms without fear of prosecution. It should however be noted that these programmes can be used for both illicit as well as legally purchased small arms in order to reduce the overall proliferation of firearms.

Besides this however in order to reduce the risk of increasing proliferation of these weapons the currently existing stockpiles must be reduced or at least closely guarded to ensure that they do not enter the wrong hands. 

Finally it must also be ensured that the largest provider of illicit small arms and light weapons be addressed, namely the remnants of national and international armed conflicts throughout the world.

Thus: "The Government of India believes that combating and eradicating illicit trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all its aspects is a key element in global, regional and national security.  It is also necessary for the social and economic development of many countries."
 Therefore India will continue to support the realization of the Millenium Development Goals by continuing to fight the trade of illicit small arms and light weapons and cooperate with the international community in this field. 
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