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Dominican Republic
The issues before the Fourth Committee meetings are:

1. A Regional Focus: Assessing UNRWA’s (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees) Contribution to the Realization of the MDGs in the Near East.

2. The Outer Space and Development Agendas: Crafting Global Approaches to Ensuring the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space as an Indispensable Tool in the Achievement of the MDGs.

                          1. A Regional Focus: Assessing UNRWA’s (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees) Contribution to the Realization of the MDGs in the Near East.

The Dominican Republic is content with the contributions of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) to the realization of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the Near East. The government of the Dominican Republic opines that maximum support should be given to the UNRWA by the Arab countries in view of the UNRWA’s humanitarian activities in the region.
Considering the consequences attached to a failure in the advancement of the MDGs, the Dominican Republic is pleased with the tireless efforts of the UNRWA towards the realization of the MDGs in the Near East. These efforts ranging from the provision of health facilities to the establishment of schools have become a model for states to follow, as most nations are either yet to achieve the MDGs, or are not sure of achieving all by the year 2015.
Established after the 1948 Arab-Israeli war by the United Nations General Assembly under Resolution 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949, the UNRWA has continued to provide education, social services, health care and emergency aid to more than four hundred thousand Palestinian refugees in the Near East. These are services provided for in the MDGs. It remains the largest agency of the United Nations with 99% of its staff comprising of locally recruited Palestinians. It is pertinent to note that the UNRWA also provides micro-credit loan programs to alleviate poverty and promote economic development.
According to UNRWA’s Public Information Chief, Sami Mshasha, if Arab countries should increase their contributions, the agency will be able to deal with its budget deficit. This highlights one of the problems faced by UNRWA, aside being a target of political and terrorist attacks. Depending solely on funds from donor countries, it is rational that the agency should suffer setbacks such as periodic strike actions by her workers. Our nation therefore, is of the view that economically buoyant states in this region should be part of UNRWA’s activities in no small measure.
To this end, the Dominican Republic recommends that

· the security of UNRWA in the region should be ensured

· More funds should be made available especially from Arab countries, to sustain the works of the UNRWA.

In the spirit of the United Nations as enshrined in Article 55 of its Charter which calls for among others, solutions of international economic, social, health, and related problems, our government shall continue to encourage and support UNRWA’s contributions to the realization of the MDGs in the Near East.

2.  The Outer Space and Development Agendas: Crafting Global Approaches to Ensuring the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space as an Indispensable Tool in the Achievement of the MDGs.

The Dominican Republic believes in concerted efforts in ensuring the peaceful uses of outer space as an indispensable tool in the achievement of the MDGs. Our government continues to support the August 5 1963 Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water.
In the light of pockets of conflict experienced in the world as a result of the proliferation of arms, the Dominican Republic became a party to several treaties put in place to contain this trend, believing in the objective of the United Nations – collective peace and security. The growing dependence on the outer space to engender and foster human security and development therefore calls for the urgent need to ensure that outer space is not used as an armory of some sort, or as a battlefield, in extreme cases. Instead, outer space should be seen and used as an indispensable tool crucial to the survival of humanity.

Having been of immense use to humanity as regards meteorology, which has in turn led to a decrease in fatalities arising from natural disasters, the authorities of the Dominican Republic believes therefore in the cooperation of the international community to exploit the immense benefits the outer space provides aside proliferation of arms race. The Republic welcomes the draft Treaty on the Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in Outer Space, the Threat or Use of Force against Outer Space Objects submitted by Russia and China at the U.N Conference on Disarmament (CD) on 12 February 2008, despite its ambiguities.
In crafting global approaches to ensuring the peaceful uses of outer space as an indispensable tool in the achievement of the MDGs, all avenues must be explored, globally. This is because just like global warming, the issues relating to outer space is a matter of great concern to all humanity in view of the benefits and consequences of its uses. So far, the peaceful use of outer space has provided for disaster management especially prevention, where possible. It has also aided in the fight against domestic and international crime via satellite imaging and tracking systems, hence the emphasis on the importance of the peaceful uses of outer space.
To this end, the Dominican Republic has been a party to enabling resolutions of the United Nations that promote the peaceful uses of outer space. These include International Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (A/RES/62/217) in 2007, and, Transparency and Confidence Building Measures in Outer Space Activities (A/RES/61/75), in 2006.

The Republic would therefore recommend that utmost global cooperation be expended to ensure the peaceful uses of outer space especially in the achievement of the MDGs. Also, existing obligations should be met, and mechanisms put in place to check the uses of outer space for the benefit of all mankind.
Our government reiterates that global cooperation is the key to ensuring the peaceful uses of outer space as an indispensable tool in the achievement of the MDGs.
