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The issue before the Disarmament and International Security Committee is:
1. The Impact of the uncontrolled Spread of Illegal Small Arms/Light Weapons on the Realisation of the MDGs
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The Russian Federation firmly believes that the United Nations’ Programme of Action should be strengthened and properly implemented. We also believe that the UN plays a central and vital role in the efforts to eradicate illegal trading of SALW, and we therefore support all efforts in that sense conducted within the framework of the United Nations, its committees and agencies, aiming to the fulfilment of the MDGs.
The contemporary world has experienced a drastic change in the international architecture. From a bipolar world, we have evolved to a multilateral approach to global issues. In this scenario, we have also seen, in the span of 20 years, the danger of a destructive thermonuclear war greatly reduced. However, in this multipolar world that is presented to us, the greatest danger lies not in safely guarded nuclear arsenals, but in the trafficking and spread of illegal small arms and light weapons.
In this context, we share the concerns of the international community over the problem of the illicit trading of illegal small arms and light weapons (SALW). Nonetheless, the issue is absolutely not unprecedented in the agenda of the First Committee of the United Nations’ General Assembly. It is, in fact, one of the main problems that contribute to the perpetuation of endemic armed conflict in all regions of the world, and is, therefore, delaying the fulfilment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). H. E. Sergey Lavrov, Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation, has already stated that “we are convinced that the United Nations must play a leading role in this process”
.
Having said that, we believe that the prompt implementation of the UN Programme of Action to fight the illicit trafficking in SALW, the potential of which is far from exhausted, would contribute to the efficient fight “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war”, one of the founding principles and beliefs of the UN, enshrined in the Preamble of the UN Charter. In addition to that, we firmly believe that “the problem can only be solved through international cooperation in the field of export control, including interaction of law-enforcement, licensing and customs agencies and through unification of national laws”
, as stated by our representation at the Preparatory Committee for the UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all its Aspects, in 2001.

Nonetheless, we also believe that the Programme of Action is far from being completed and that it still has a potential that has to be fulfilled. First of all, States should focus on implementing those provisions of the Programme of Action which deal with the improvement of the efficiency of national legislation in this area, strengthening regional cooperation. This is where we see the main potential in combating illicit SALW.

At the same time, we do not consider the Programme of Action as a final document. We do not object to its further development, if aimed at finding specific and practically implementable measures to prevent the illicit trade in these weapons. This “improvement” of the Programme of Action, however, should be done with caution. We believe that any changes and additions should not be introduced into the text of the document itself but should be made in the form of corresponding protocols and annexes.
The multinational people of the Russian Federation know too well how the trafficking of SALW can be a great threat. Internal conflicts caused by radical terrorist organizations have provided enormous awareness of the need to control the trade of SALW. Moreover, they fuel criminal actions by governments who are not committed to peace. Once again, we stand in solidarity with all peoples and nations who strive for peace to put a stop to the illicit trading of SALW, aiming to promote economic development and the fulfilment of the MDGs.
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