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General Assembly – Fourth Committee
Georgia 
(საქართველო - Sak'art'velo)

The issues before the Fourth Committee: Special Political & Decolonization are:
1. A regional Focus: assessing UNRWA’s (UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees) contribution to the Realisation of the MDGs in the Near East
2. The Outer Space and Development Agendas: crafting global Approaches to ensuring the peaceful uses of Outer Space as an indispensable Tool in the Achievement of the MDGs
A regional Focus: assessing UNRWA’s (UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees) contribution to the Realization of the MDGs in the Near East
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Still facing the difficult situation concerning the Palestinian refugees in several places of the Near East, Georgia welcomes the hard labor that the UNRWA has been doing for almost 60 years, as well as the great efforts of all the international organizations, donors and volunteers who have ventured to undertake humanitarian work to assist Palestinian refugees in, occasionally, adverse conditions.
Georgia is a strong advocate of respect the international law, the establishment of democracy and full recognition of civil, political and social rights of people, and embraces the toleration towards other ways of thinking and other cultures. That is why we strongly encourage all state actors and specially the non-state actors, to respect the points established in the UN Charter, the various resolutions that have been made in favor of the Palestinian refugees, and other jurisdictions about human, civil, political, social and economic rights. And not because we must follow the law but because is the humanly correct.
In the emerging multipolar world that is being created, cooperation to achieve the Millennium Development Goals must be strong. Thus, the commitment in their realization should be extremely stick to the foreign policy of each one of the member countries of the UN. In this matter, Georgia applauds the achievements of UNRWA linked to the MDG’s, especially in health and education. We can see then, that in education, the UNRWA has managed an effective program strengthening the basic education in the refugee’s camps, keeping much of its financial support in the school settlement given the constant growth of Palestinian population
. We can get a better perspective on health, where UNRWA has almost reached the MDG’s in the elimination of infant mortality
, especially taking into account the highly conflictive areas, leaving the refugees, in occasions, without the most basic medical attention.
However, there is still much work to do. In the Gaza Strip, the possibility of continued education is seriously affected by the enduring conflicts and tensions
, as well as the problem of rebuilding the facilities destroyed by the conflict in the Nerh el-Bared camp that may decrease much the budget for UNRWA, which would affect other programs
. Expensive and hard-to-treat diseases due to its growing relationship with poverty and poor nutrition
 – linking major MDG’s – must be reviewed, following, the UN – General Assembly Resolutions concerned to the Assistance to Palestine refugees
, to the Operations of the UNRWA in the Near East
 and to the Working Group on the Financing of the UNRWA
. In addition, we think is possible to reinforce those measures with recommendations for the Security Council, in case of any of those Resolutions did not fulfill its main objectives, and specially, the Resolution 194 (III).
Georgia welcomes all the proposals that our fellow delegations can present, on the basis of General Assembly resolutions concerning to UNRWA. Above all, we would like to emphasize that respect for sovereignty and self determination must prevail, as well as a strong commitment to achieve the MDG’s. 
The Outer Space and Development Agendas: crafting global Approaches to ensuring the peaceful uses of Outer Space as an indispensable Tool in the Achievement of the MDGs
Certainly, the outer space should be used for the optimal development of the States, even humanity as a single civilization. However, we have not yet left behind the struggles which have been created over centuries that inhibit our progress in achieving the MDG’s with the help of the laws directed to the outer space.

When Georgia was part of the USSR, we witnessed the breakthrough caused by the technological race in the Cold War, which allowed the “human reach for the stars”. Nevertheless, this development has served only those countries that can pay the price for growing its international prestige.


We are still on time. Georgia opts for a positive development that allows technological advances involving exploration and exploitation of outer space serve to the achieve of the MDG’s, whose implementation is the most urgent issue right now, right here. Georgia highly appreciates the efforts of the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, which, through the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, and in an attempt to link the MDG’s with the space development, has contributed to environmental sustainability (especially on the management of environmental damage), as well has helped to detect diseases outbreaks in various parts of the world, furthermore made equally good progress in overarching aspects such as building capacity to use space applications, particularly in developing countries, identifying ways and means of funding for operational space activities and raising the awareness of decision-makers and the general public of the benefits of space applications
.


Georgia calls upon all countries, especially those with a clear domination over the space, to keep the resolutions issued by the General Assembly on international cooperation for peaceful use of the outer space
, transparency and confidence-building measures in outer space activities
 also prevention of an arms race in outer space
. But above all, we respectfully invite to an exhaustive review of the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
, the United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response
 and consider the Recommendations on enhancing the practice of States and international intergovernmental organizations in registering space objects
, in order to enhance the integration of relevant international development agendas and to outer space, to give effect to the progress in the MDG’s.


Our government and our country are both aware of the role that each member countries of the United Nations should take to implement the MDG’s, whose deadline is about to arrive; as a result we are willing to listen to all the proposals to this action, demonstrating our good belief and our adherence to international law, but always respecting the free self determination and the national sovereignty. 
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