General Assembly – First Committee
Bolivia

The issues before the First Committee are:

1. The impact of the uncontrolled spread of illegal small arms/light weapons on realization of the MDG

2. Observance of environmental norms in the drafting and implementation of agreements on disarmament and arms control

A country of statistical extremes, landlocked Bolivia is the highest and most isolated country in South America. It has the largest proportion of indigenous people, who make up around two-thirds of the population. Though rich in mineral and energy resources, Bolivia is one of South America's poorest countries. Wealthy urban elites, who are mostly of Spanish ancestry, have traditionally dominated political and economic life, whereas most Bolivians are low-income subsistence farmers, miners, small traders or artisans. The country has the second-largest reserves of natural gas in South America, but there have been long-running tensions over the exploitation and export of the resource. Indigenous groups say the country should not relinquish control of the reserves, which they see as Bolivia's sole remaining natural resource. In May 2006 President Morales delighted his supporters but sent shockwaves through the energy world when he put the energy industry under state control. Foreign energy firms were given six months to sell at least 51% of their holding to the state and negotiate new contracts or leave the country.  Bolivia underwent further radical change in January 2009, when voters backed President Morales' project for a new constitution that aimed to give greater rights to the indigenous majority population, in the face of strong opposition from the wealthy elites and the resource-rich eastern provinces.  The tensions between the government and opposition over the introduction of a new constitution and its possible implications for the control of Bolivia’s economic and natural resources has led to further confrontations; most of them were violent. The outbreak of violence in Pando department in September 2008 led President Morales to declare a state of emergency which remained in place for more than two months. 

The international community, in particular the newly formed Union of South American Nations (UNASUR), played an important role in efforts to find a peaceful solution to the political crisis.
Topic 1: The impact of the uncontrolled spread of illegal small arms/light weapons on realization of the MDG
Bolivia recognizes the importance of the relationship between disarmament and development of States, affirming it’s concern at military expenditure, which could otherwise be spent on regional and subregional development. The Bolivian government expresses support for the establishment of strict conditions to control arms transfers, including close monitoring of brokering activities.
Small arms and light weapons has become one of the main instruments of violence and death in most international conflicts in various parts of the world. To be able to fight the spread and use of illegal weapons, it is necessary to have a more integrated approach to the problem, in line with today’s realities. The Bolivian government is fully aware that this is a complex problem, and therefore it also requires international agreements and norms.
 Bolivia is committed to fight the illegal trade in small arms and light weapons. Its experience with terrorism and organized crime has made it particularly sensitive to the need to eliminate surplus arms and to carefully manage weapons stocks. Marking and tracing are also important. However, our government cautions against taking international action that impinges on national sovereignty, although we support the idea of increased cooperation between States and experts, and specialized agencies. 
The Bolivian Government has passed a decree on arms control, by which the armed forces, working together with the Ministry of Interior and the police, will improve border controls, raise standards on record-keeping, and step up seizures of illegal weapons. Bolivia is willing to work with development partners to modernize national systems for marking and tracing, and will also welcome technological support from non-governmental agencies. 

The General Assembly resolution 57/65 “Relationship between disarmament and development” is considered important by the Bolivian government. As a pacifist country, Bolivia promotes the fight against the manufacture, possession and trafficking of arms, and expresses its firm conviction that agreements on disarmament and arms control should be constantly assessed.

Resolution 57/72 “The illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects” is important because Bolivia recognizes that small arms have become the most destructive phenomenon of the post-war era and that actions to eradicate illicit trafficking in such weapons is a priority, since it threatens national, regional and global peace. Bolivia is mindful of the need for a legal instrument that guarantees internal and external security. For this reason it has promoted an Act on Arms, Ammunition, Explosives and Chemical Agents, which has been under consideration by the National Congress. Bolivia proposes that the Program of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eliminate Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects should include activities designed to reduce urban violence and promote the disarmament of the population and the development of campaigns for peace and social order. This should be geared by young people. Such activities should also be aimed at dealing with problems associated with the proliferation and misuse of firearms. Attention should be focused in reducing the demand for the acquisition of arms, reducing the supply of arms, and monitoring stockpiles of arms.
Topic 2: Observance of environmental norms in the drafting and implementation of agreements on disarmament and arms control

Bolivia welcomes resolution 63/5 “Observance of environmental norms in the drafting and implementation of agreements on disarmament and arms control”, and consider the linkage between disarmament and environment as important.

There is no doubt that disarmament will have an effect on the environment. Heavy weapons such as nuclear weapon and other ABC weapons has the ability have an extremely negative impact on the environment. At the same time, SALWs can lead to more violent conflicts, which again can have a negative environmental impact and hinder the use of natural resources. It is also important that resolutions considering disarmament such as destruction of arms surplus, has the environmental needs and consequences in mind when adopted.  
The First Committee may have a limited power when environmental issues are discussed, but Bolivia looks forward to have this issue on the agenda, to stress the importance of environmental issues. It is important to remember that our natural resources that we all are so dependent on, is being affected by all our decisions, every day. 
