NATIONAL CONSTITUTION
 

Article I: Name 
  
1.1
____________________________ World Congress of Youth National Committee. (name of country) 
  
  
Article II: Definitions 
  
2.1
In this Constitution, unless the context otherwise requires: 
  
2.2
A “member” is someone who has paid their Compulsory Annual Registration fee and has signed the Membership Pledge. 
  
  
Article III: Mission 
  
3.1
The World Congress of Youth is a non-profit organization committed to empowering youth to be more active in their communities, in their province or state, in their nation, or internationally. As our motto is “United we stand,” the World Congress of Youth strives to achieve solidarity among the youth. We also champion the general interests and rights of youth in all areas and at all levels which affect them. We are also mandated to ensure that youth make a full and rich contribution to the work of the WCY and to the affairs of the community and the World. 
  
3.2
The World Congress of Youth is the brains-trust and power-station of the spirit of the youth movement. 
  
  
Article IV: General Information 
  
4.1
The National Committee (NC) shall be the highest decision-making body in the country. 
  
4.2
Any member shall, upon his/her election to the NC in his/her own right, relinquish his/her position in lower constitutional structures. 
  
  
  
Article V: Powers and Duties 
  
5.1
The National Committee shall: 
  
5.1.1
be the voice for the Provincial Committees and the Nation as a whole to the Continental President or International Commissioner; 
5.1.2
be responsible for allocating portfolios to the five (5) Members-at-Large; 
5.1.3
establish, organize, and co-ordinate provincial/state committees and chapters; 
5.1.4
implement the policy and programmes of the WCY and strive to further the interests, aims and objectives of the WCY as a whole; 
5.1.5
coordinate national WCY initiatives; 
5.1.6
manage and control the funds and property of the WCY in the country; 
5.1.7
compile and submit ‘Status of the Youth’ Reports to the Continent Office; 
5.1.8
submit monthly reports to the Continent Committee; 
5.1.9 
organize and co-ordinate national conventions. 
5.1.10
review monthly reports of the next lower constitutional structure(s). 
  
  
Article VI: Officers 
  
6.1
Positions 
  
6.1.1 
The following officers will administer the national committee: 
  

National President (voting) 

Deputy President (voting) 

Vice-President, Finance (voting) 

Secretary (non-voting) 

Five (5) Members-at-Large (voting) 
  
6.2
Selection 
  
6.2.1 
The National President shall be elected democratically at the National Convention or, in the case of there being no National Convention, by a majority vote of the International Secretariat. 
  
6.2.2
The Deputy President, VP Finance and Secretary must live in the city where the President resides and will be chosen by the outgoing Executive and approved by the International Commissioner (or selected by the International Secretariat if there does not exist an outgoing Executive). 
  
6.2.3
The five Members-at-Large do not have to reside in the city of the President and will be democratically chosen at the National Convention or, in the case of there being no National Convention, by a majority vote of the outgoing National Executive (or by the International Secretariat in the case of there being no outgoing National Executive). 
  
6.3
Impeachment 
  
6.3.1
An officer (including Members-at-Large) may be impeached by a two-thirds majority vote at a National Committee meeting. Quorum for impeachment is two-thirds of the voting members on the National Committee. 
  
6.3.2 
An officer may also be impeached should one absent oneself from three successive meetings without a valid reason or by a special request to the International Secretariat. 
  
6.4
Purpose, qualifications and duties for each officer: 
  

6.41. President 
  
Purpose: Organize, manage and lead the World Congress of Youth National Committee during the course of one academic year. The President seeks to fufill the mission of the World Congress of Youth. 
  

Qualifications: 

1. Be a member of the World Congress of Youth. 
2. Be in good academic standing (defined by the academic institution). 
3. Possess strong organizational, leadership and communication skills. 
4. Be committed to the World Congress of Youth mission. 

Duties: 

1. Attend the WCY Summit. 
2. Be the spokesperson for the WCY in the country (unless notified by a 
senior structure). 
3. Delegate responsibility as necessary to other officer positions: Deputy 
President, VP Finance, Secretary and the five Members-at-Large. 
4. Plan and conduct the first national meeting within 30 days of the first day 
of his/her election. 
5. Submit required documentation to the Continental President or International Commissioner. 
6. Ensure that ‘Status of the Youth’ Reports are completed (at least one per chapter per month) and submitted to the International Commissioner. 
7. Ensure the successful completion of WCY initiatives. 
8. Ensure that at least one national initiative is completed per year. 
9. Expand and establish WCY Provincial/State or Chapters in areas where they do not exist. 
  

6.4.2 Deputy President 
  

Purpose: Assist the President in any WCY initiative. Be directly responsible for the submission of at least one ‘Status of the Youth’ Report per month to the International Commissioner. Assume the position of the President in his or her absence. 
  

Qualifications:


1. Be a member of the World Congress of Youth. 
2. Be in good academic standing (defined by the academic institution). 
3. Possess strong organizational, leadership and communication skills. 
4. Be committed to the World Congress of Youth mission. 
  

Duties: 

1. See purpose.

2. Locate areas where youth interests are affected and notify (via ‘Status of the Youth’ reports) a senior structure if action by the WCY is needed. 
3. Be directly responsible for the submission of at least one ‘Status of the 
Youth’ Report by each chapter per month. 
4. Implement, with the President, WCY strategy and recommended course of action (RCA) once approved by the senior structure. 
5. Involve Members-at-Large in WCY national initiatives and in coordinating chapter involvement. 
  

6.4.3 VP, Finance 
  
Purpose: For at least one full academic year, act as the Chief Financial Officer of the National Committee.

  
Qualifications: 
1. Be a member of the World Congress of Youth. 
2. Be in good academic standing (defined by the academic institution). 
3. Possess strong organizational, leadership, communication and finance skills. 
4. Be committed to the World Congress of Youth mission. 
  
Duties:

1. Establish and ensure the proper maintenance of bank accounts for the chapters. 
2. Keep financial records of the bank accounts and report to the Chief Financial Officer of the International Secretariat. 
3. Liaise with the WCY Chief Financial Officer regarding monetary transfers. 
4. Submit chapter budgets to the Chief Financial Officer. 
5. Oversee the sale of WCY merchandise. 
6. Prepare, together with the Chapters, all financial reports required by the WCY.

Top 

6.4.4 Secretary 
  
Purpose: For at least one full academic year, be in charge of all WCY National documentation. 
  
Qualifications: 
1. Be a member of the World Congress of Youth. 
2. Be in good academic standing (defined by the academic institution). 
3. Possess strong organizational, handwriting, and communication skills. 
4. Be committed to the World Congress of Youth mission. 
  
Duties:

1. Take minutes at each National Committee meeting. 
2. Prepare a roster of all members in the country (to be submitted to the Chief of Staff of the International Secretariat and notify the Chief of Staff of any changes (i.e. deletions or additions)) 
3. Compile all documentation of the National Committee in binders, to be stored in the archives as records for that year. 
5. Keep a database of all local political offices from the Chapters and submit to the International Secretariat. 
  

6.4.5 Members-at-Large 
  
Purpose: For one full academic year, to assist any of the members above when required. 
  
Qualifications:

1. Be a member of the World Congress of Youth. 
2. Be in good academic standing (defined by the academic institution). 
3. Possess strong organizational, leadership, and communication skills. 
4. Be committed to the World Congress of Youth mission. 
  
Duties: 
1. See purpose. 
  
  

Article VII: Other WCY Chapter Positions 
  
7.1 
FACULTY ADVISOR 
  
This person will work as a liaison between the high school/college/university administration and the national committee. The Faculty Advisor will also provide organizational continuity. 
  
They shall be chosen by the incoming or founding President and approved by a WCY Senior Structure. 
  
7.2
NATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES 
  
Purpose: 
The standing committees will be chaired by a member who will be approved by a majority vote at the National Convention, or, in the case of there being no National Convention, by a higher constitutional structure. That person would then be required to activate their committee in their own respective city and recruit at least 10 committee members. They will form policy and discuss the strategy they believe that the WCY National Committee should take with regards to current events within their Nation. The National Executive may form ad-hoc committees by a majority vote. 
  
Qualifications:
1. 
Must be a member of the WCY. 


2.
Must be committed to the WCY Mission. 


3. 
May be a member of the National Executive. 
  
Duties:
There shall be at least four (4) standing committees for each WCY Nation: the Fundraising Committee, the Social Committee, the Science Committee, and the YES Committee. The Fundraising Committee is devoted to raising funds for the National Committee. The Social Committee will discuss and formulate policy with regards to issues dealing with Education, Human Rights and Justice. The Science Committee will discuss and formulate policy with regards to issues dealing with Science and Technology, and the Environment. The latter two committees will formulate policy based on the actions of political leaders within their country (e.g. Member of Parliament, Senator, Mayor, etc) and other events within their country. There will also be a YES (Youth Employment Strategy) Committee which will help research employment, internship and scholarship information for the membership. All four of these committees will receive ‘Status of the Youth’ Reports and various other reports from lower constitutional structures. 
  
7.4
TASK FORCES 
  
Purpose:
To implement WCY strategy within their nation that is approved by a democratic majority vote by the National Committee and to implement WCY strategy that has been approved by a WCY senior structure. 
  
  
Article VII: Amendments 
  
7.1
All amendments to the Constitution must be passed by two-thirds of the membership at a special meeting called for that purpose. Members must receive notice of that meeting 10 days prior to the date. Final approval is required by the International Secretariat before coming into effect. 
  
  
  
Article XI: Meetings 
  
11.1
Meetings of the National officers must be at least once every three (3) weeks. 
11.2
There must be at least one (1) annual general meeting unless excused by a higher constitutional structure. 
  
  
Article XII: Elections 
  
12.1 
The elections will be held at the national convention or, in the case of there being no National Convention, it shall be coordinated by a higher WCY constitutional structure. 
  
  
Article VIII: Language of the World Congress of Youth National Committee 
  
8.1
English and the official language of the nation in which the national committee is located are the official languages of the WCY National Committee. 
  
8.2
Members of the WCY National Committee may use either official language at all meetings and in all documentation of the WCY. 
  
  
Article IX: Freedom of Information 
  
9.1
All minutes and documents of the WCY shall be public documents, except for minutes and documents of confidential sessions. 
9.2
Minutes and documents of the National Committee shall remain confidential until the end of the Committee’s mandate unless otherwise released. 
9.3
The President shall not be obliged to release information, documents or minutes concerning ideas, actions or motions which were not acted upon. 
9.4
Any member of the nation who feels unjustly treated with respect to this policy may appeal to the International Secretariat. 
9.5
All documents must be made available to the Secretary-General of the International Secretariat upon his/her request. 
Article X: Superseding Clause 
  
10.1
This Constitution supersedes and repeals all previous Constitutions of the WCY National Committee. 
10.2
The International Charter of the World Congress of Youth takes precedence over this Constitution. 
  
  
Article XI: Affiliation 
  
11.1
This WCY National Committee is affiliated and subordinate to the International Secretariat of the World Congress of Youth.
