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Tuesday August 19, 2003
World Youth Centre World-Wide Call for Applicants
Toronto takes to the Global Stage 

TORONTO, ON – The World Youth Centre (WYC) , a first-of-its kind catalyst for young leaders from around the world marked the latest chapter in its development today with an official world-wide call for applicants, web site launch and pilot project launch at an event held in John Labatt Hall, Labatt National Office on Toronto’s waterfront.

WYC will give young people from around the world the environment and opportunity to contribute boundary-breaking perspective to the youth-driven, global social change movement.  “Through extraordinary community and international projects, WYC proposes to learn from and assist young social entrepreneurs around the world engaged in solving problems that matter most to them” says WYC Project Manager, Carolyn Taylor. 
The Pilot Project

Hosted out of the University of Toronto, the inaugural WYC Pilot Project will unite 30 exceptional young social entrepreneurs from around the world for an intense two-month immersion program. They will come with a plan for positive change in their community that they intend to act on.  Their projects will respond to issues that matter most to them (for example education, peace building, the environment, health, community development, youth employment and others).  “In setting the programming framework, we have consulted with youth program leaders from around the world” said Beth Vader, WYC Program Coordinator. “WYC’s programming is unique in that it will be tailored to meet both the individual and collective needs of the participants, it will constantly evolve”. 

Participants will be exposed to experts from a wide range of professions, including artists, architects, scientists, athletes, humanitarians, and entrepreneurs. From each other and these professionals, participants will learn how to address challenges, develop an original course of action and inspire the involvement of others. Through projects, performance, exhibitions, debate, film, the web, and much more, WYC will give voice to these initiatives both creatively and productively. The progress and sustainability of projects will be closely monitored for a minimum of three years through a Mentorship Program.

Application Process

“We have already received a diverse variety of responses from people on all continents, though the response has been particularly strong from Africa and Asia” said Esha Bhandari, Enrolment Coordinator for the Pilot Project.   “We have repeatedly heard from applicants that they have been waiting for an opportunity like the World Youth Centre Pilot Project to help them tangibly realize their goals and plans for their community.”

Interested youth can apply to take part in the Pilot Project by completing an application form online at www.worldyouthcentre.com, or by emailing info@worldyouthcentre.com. The application deadline is September 30th, 2003.  Youth with a project idea for their community that they wish to implement are encouraged to apply. 
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Web Site Launch - www.worldyouthcentre.com

Ken George, a Toronto design student unveiled the web site along with Ian Chalmers, CEO of Pivot Design Communications, poignantly illustrating how effective the WYC mentorship program can be. George secured a small grant from Labatt People In Action Foundation to enable him to create WYC’s identity, logo, letterhead and Web Site and together with WYC, asked design firms if they could help.  Chalmers, was quick to step up to the plate to offer his firm’s mentoring services, along with a space, a computer and the full support of the entire Pivot team to enable George to bring the WYC project to fruition.   “It has been an awesome learning experience for me and so refreshing to not only learn from the experts at Pivot but also to be urged and encouraged to contribute my own creative thoughts and input into their projects as well. I think it’s a sign of a truly progressive company when students are empowered to influence the workplace with fresh, new thinking and ideas” said George.  The web site can be viewed at www.worldyouthcentre.com.

Critical Partnerships

Taylor announced that the University of Toronto has come on board as the Venue Partner for the inaugural Pilot Project, adding that they look forward  to hosting some of the brightest and most inspirational young social entrepreneurs in the world.  WYC also gratefully acknowledges the support of Labatt People In Action Foundation (LPIA), Pivot Design Communications, the Canadian Merit Scholarship Foundation, KMA Inc., WeirFoulds LLP and Pearson Garnet Press.

World Youth Centre is a cultural legacy of Toronto’s 2008 Olympic Bid.
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For More Information Contact:

www.worldyouthcentre.com

Telephone: 416-570-1613

Cmt@istar.ca 

