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About YES Campaign Afghanistan

Afghanistan was represented by a strong delegation of three youth and two ministers at the launch of the YES Campaign in Alexandria, September 2002. This experience represented a ‘coming out’ for the delegates concerned, given the decades of political turmoil experienced by Afghanistan. Mr. Ajmal Obidy, who organized the delegation, says the Alexandria Summit was a breakthrough for himself and his fellow delegates.

“For us to be invited and to be able to coordinate the participation of ministers together with young professionals is an accomplishment in itself for Afghanistan. Representing our country internationally was a dream until recently. We’re grateful to the organizers for the opportunity. It was a thrill to be among the family of nations in Alexandria.”

The young Afghan delegates are typical of many Afghans who are returning to their country to contribute to reconstruction. They are university educated and ready to step into roles of responsibility. Ajmal Obidy and his two youth colleagues are all computer science graduates working in various organizations in the reconstruction effort.

Initiatives for YES Campaign Afghanistan in 2004

· National Youth Employment Conference, September 2004

In partnership with the Ministry of Labor, YES Campaign Afghanistan announces plans to host Afghanistan’s first-ever national youth employment consultation in September 2004. Omar Mansoor explains:

“The National YES Consultation in Kabul in 2004 will be a platform for indicating effective youth employment strategies across the country and will form joint ventures for creating economically and environmentally workable livelihoods for young people. It brings together the nation’s leaders in development, statesmen, business leaders and youth on the same stand to share and exchange experiences for creating a unique forum for learning and networking.  National YES Kabul 2004 is preceded and followed by provincial youth employment forums to create awareness among all walks of life in the country.” 

· Renewable Energy Program

YES Campaign Afghanistan is working in partnership with YES Iran and Ayvazian & Associates- a leading wind energy company in Iran, to train young Afghan wind energy experts.  The program will train Afghan youth in Iran on how to use and install the newest wind energy technology, and explore ways to plan for Afghanistan’s long term energy needs.

· Youth Employment Library

“Working for every modern movement of life is a new effort in Afghanistan, as the country because of prolonged instability remained in dark. Modern education and modern principles of life infrequently reach to all Afghans. The Youth Employment Library is an effort to provide all concerned people with standard print and electronic material concerning youth, youth leadership, youth employment, micro-economics, entrepreneurship, small businesses as well as the National YES Campaign and the Global YES Campaign. Also, the YE Library, which we plan to launch in 2004, will serve as a study and research corner for the youth leaders to learn about how to address specific youth employment challenges.” 

Omar Mansoor, YES Afghanistan Action Plan, November 2003

Omar Mansoor reports that YES Network members are confident that a strong delegation to the YES Regional Forum in Hyderabad will provide fresh impetus to the network’s emerging role. “We’re expecting up to ten Afghans in the delegation to Hyderabad, and we’re excited to work with the ideas we’ll come home with”, he said in October, 2003.
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About YES Campaign Afghanistan 

Since late in 2001, the YES Network in Afghanistan has slowly developed and now has several organizations and government institutions enrolled in the YES Campaign around the country. YES Coordinator Mr. Ajmal Abidy has met with senior government officials to lobby for the inclusion of youth employment and the YES Network as one of the most effective strategies of ensuring sustainable development in the reconstruction Afghanistan. 

YES Afghanistan has also hosted several youth gatherings and facilitated meetings between young people and high rank officials including the Minister of Labor and Social Affairs. Mr. Abidy also has had the opportunity to meet the Head of State of Afghanistan, His Excellency Mr. Hamid Kazai and share with him the Youth Employment Summit initiative and local efforts to promote youth employment.

YES Afghanistan was represented at the Alexandria Summit by a delegation of five, including the Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, the Hon. Nour Mohamed Karkein, and the Deputy Minister for Labor and Social Affairs, the Hon. M. Ghaus Bashiri.

Next Steps

YES Campaign Afghanistan is working on four main programs:

· Establishment of an organization to develop a systematic, integrated and comprehensive educational system mainly curriculum for my country.

· A "Distance Learning Program" for Afghan girls living in rural areas delivered via radio.

· Create the "Overseas Afghani Youth Foundation", to bring all Afghan youth living abroad under one umbrella. This proposal seeks to coordinate the talents and abilities of the Afghan youth diaspora in the rehabilitation of Afghanistan.

· Establishment of an "IT Research Center" to develop rules and policies for the promotion of Information Technology and Computer Science in Afghanistan. Other activities for such a center include translation of materials into major Afghan languages, developing programs for TV, radio, internet and print media in Afghanistan. 
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