SAYS Declaration 2008
We, the Liberal Youth of South Asia have come together for two days on 24th and 25th November 2008 to discuss issues pertaining to South Asian growth and challenges. We recognize that we form more than half the population of South Asia and are an active stakeholder in South Asian progress and prosperity. 
While challenges are many, we believe in our potential to overcome differences and find a common ground to resolve common issues and problems. We also believe that we can set an example for our political leaders about cooperation and the benefits of joining hands in overcoming barriers. We respect the diversity that exists in the region and have deep faith in our capability to develop as a peaceful, democratic and open region. 

We envision a peaceful, democratic and open region. We have identified lack of appropriate governance as a major reason hindering this goal. Therefore, we hereby declare our commitment to work towards improving governance in the region. 

In order to realize this vision, on 25th November 2008, we hereby declare –

· Given the huge proportion of population that we form, youth need to have more active participation in the development and decision making process of South Asia. Therefore, we pledge to work towards increasing participation of young people in politics and development through directive programs of our own as well as through larger advocacy and campaigning with respective governments of our countries. 

· Recognizing young people as change agents, we pledge to work towards an open border for South Asia thereby increasing opportunities to prosper for South Asians. We believe this can be achieved through continuous advocacy and research and publication about the opportunities of free trade whilst embracing the cautionary measures we need to take to minimize potential disadvantages. 
· Believing in an educated citizenry as the basis for a vibrant and prosperous South Asia, we pledge to work towards creating access and choice in the education system through directive programs and advocacy. 
Our directive programs for 2009 pursuant to the South Asian Youth Summit 2009 are:
· Advocate and facilitate cross border educational opportunities thereby providing space for youth of the region to understand diversity of the region.      
· Campaign on simplifying visa procedures amongst South Asian nations to facilitate the process of open borders
· Promote investment on Youth Leadership from various sections of society to develop Statesmanship 

· Promote research and document case studies of prosperity that have resulted from free trade in South Asia. 
