Youth Information and Communication Technology Summit held at The Executive Cyberschuul on Tuesday, February 26, 2002
The Summit started at 10:08am, with the National Anthem led by Mr. Adeolu Ashaye, our honourable moderator for the day. A keynote address followed, by Mr. Chris Uwaje (President, Information Technology Assoiciation of Nigeria, and Member, IT Policy Drafting Committee). Mr. Uwaje said, “…the nation owes the Youth a lot of debt, in time, money, space, love, proper recreation, harmony, knowledge, basic tools for global competitiveness and an enabling environment. But you need to develop an innate challenge towards your debtors … you need not delve into complacencies of old. Create an identity that you can be proud of, go on to the national platform and articulate a mission within the context of the Global Digital Revolution”. 
Mr. Uwaje stated that there are some arguably more disadvantaged youths in other country who have done well, and that leaves the Nigerian Youth with no excuse. He advised that the dream, vision and vibrancy of the youth should be employed, while encouraging team work and the winning team wins for all philosophy. In conclusion, he said that “… IT isn’t just a technology, it is a revolution capable of enslaving you, submerging your dreams,… and you must have a voice to articulate the empowerment of Nigerian youths…The computer is the pen of the future.”
The Welcome address was delivered by Engr. Titi Omo-Ettu (CEO of The Executive Cyberschuul, sponsors of the Youth Summit). In his address, he expressed his hope that with such initiatives as this Youth Summit, “…the culture of our youths, and nation, from those of contract, violence and fraud will eventually change to an Information Technology-inspired one.” 

He went on to say that, “I hasten to advise that you should be focused in your deliberations and be motivated essentially by the objective of contributing to national growth… I advise that you should be conscious of the tremendous advantage which democracy, as a preferred means of governance, offers. Nonetheless, I want you to know that in spite of its lofty ideals, democracy is slow, structured and painstaking. … The Executive Cyberschuul, in supporting your efforts by way of providing finance and infrastructure, will not make any input in any form to the content of your memorandum.”

‘Gbenga Sesan (Nigeria’s Information Technology Youth Ambassador), spent some time welcoming all the participants to the Summit, explained the reason why the Summit had to hold and expressed his concern about the present state of the nation despite the abundance of budding and proven intellectual resources in Nigeria. Participants introduced themselves to the whole forum, and we were glad to have Musa and Morie (both from Sierra Leone) with us, and their presence added some African flavour to the Summit, particularly with their moving story on the topic, This is Lagos. 
Some other eParticipants who could not be physically present sent their contributions via email, from Zambia, Gambia and Kosovo. Different interactive sessions followed, and please find the summary of the inputs below:

1. ICT and the Economy
· ICT’s impact on the economy cannot be overruled, even though there’s the need for Security and Legislation.
· ICT will help Nigeria’s economy against total dependence on Oil & Gas
2. ICT Benefits

· Reduces racial barriers
· Saves cost
· Complements different careers
· Supports Education
· Provides relaxation
· Enhances security and defence systems (Case Study: Sierra Leone)
· Reliable means of information dissemination
· Can help increase process efficiency, (Case Study: Voting system)
3. National ICT Policy

· The Policy must be guided against following in the way of earlier paper tigers
· The area of Communications must not be neglected
· The Policy Document should be made public, beginning with all participants
4. Bridging the Digital Divide

· Basic financial issues need to be dealt with first
· Personal Interest and Awareness must be promoted

· Access in a necessity

· Electronic Learning Systems should be promoted

· Each individual must be ready to update himself/herself on global trends, and develop a ready-to-learn approach to life

· The divide within the nation must not be forgotten, in the face of the Global digital divide

· Knowledge diffusion is a necessity, and we don’t have to wait for the government or even formal institutions
5. Education

· The integration of ICTs into existent course curricula is overdue
· The teachers must be re-trained before they can relay ICT knowledge to students

· Government/Private Sector/Educational Institution partnerships must be encouraged to promote Research, Development and Innovation
6. Government Roles

· Teledensity needs some quick improvement, and the government should provide an enabling environment (The Second National Operator move is commended)
· Public libraries should be equipped with ICT tools and brought back to life

· Privatisation MUST be guided by appropriate guidelines that will leave no room for doubts and accusations

· Anti-Corruption must move from a Campaign to Reality

7. Finance

· Social Responsibility MUST be encouraged in corporate organizations
· Investment in Nigeria’s Youth is a MUST, for a reliable tomorrow

· A good part of the SME funds (10% of Profit After Tax) should be devoted to ICT-inclined companies

8. Development Opportunities

· We have a POPULATION advantage
· Nigerians’ resilience is another opportunity. For example, if ICT literacy is a prerequisite for Tertiary education, Nigerians will comply
· Our attitude to developmental programmes must change
· WE DECIDED TO GET A LIST OF NIGERIANS WHO HAVE RELOCATED AND THUS FOUND EXPRESSION FOR THEIR POTENTIALS AND ARE SUCCESSFUL (Note: Please send such names, stories and information to gbenga@cyberschuul.com)
· We need an enabling environment for development
9. The Nigerian Youth

· We need to redirect the youth’s abundant energies that abound toward       positive things.

· Government should concentrate on youth development, and include such in the budget (and not only by promise)
· The Youth Disarmament program of Sierra Leone that takes into cognisance reintegrating social misfits into society can be learnt from. There is the need for Youth Re-orientation lest the same youths (Area Boys) will negate the positive efforts of the progressive youths (Case Study: Sierra Leone registered their Ghetto chiefs and gave each ghetto a project funded by the government) Can we possibly have Mushin Area Boys’ monitored Clean Up Mushin & Environs project?

· We must adopt the right role models and emphasize that hard work pays. Pay attention to how much you know, and not how much you have.

10. The Role of Youth in ICTs

· Each young Nigerian must equip him/herself towards being a Global Player
· Role Models must arise from the youth, beginning with you and me
· Team Work is undeniably a MUST. Create or join an action-motivated positive network

· We must have personal changes in mind and attitude

· “If you want to make the world a better place, look at yourself and make a change” – Michael Jackson (But please no plastic surgeries please…)

The Summit ended with light lunch, and group photographs at about 2:16pm. Participants signed an attendance sheet that will be attached as an appendix (along with all other contributors worldwide) to the document that will be submitted to the Senate Committee on Science and Technology.
