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Background

Nepal is an underdeveloped country between two giant nations India and China. Nepal has 235 years long history as a sovereign and integrated state, after the late king Prithvi Narayan Shah unified scattered states. Different political changes and fluctuations existed during this period. We witnessed 104 years long autocratic Rana regime, introduction of 30 years long solitary party “Panchayat” system and restoration of democracy in 1990 after a few weeks long political movement in Nepal. Since then, the people are enjoying constitutional monarchy, multiparty democracy, parliamentary system and the constitutionally provisioned fundamental rights of the people.

Contest

The country at the moment, principally, is practicing constitutional monarchy, multiparty democracy and parliamentary democracy under the provision of “Constitution of Kingdom of Nepal 1990”. The practice of multiparty democracy could not be as was anticipated all the time as the major political parties almost failed to respect the hope of general people. They failed to meet the pledges they were committed before the restoration of democracy. The political leaders during the 12 years period of democracy almost concentrated on their individual benefit and their major role for the general people and country remained frustrating.

At the same time armed conflict as a name of “People’s War” has instigated in 1994 which was initiated by a less popular, semi-underground political party Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist) in the mid western hilly district of the country. To cite their words, the ultimate goal of the movement is to bring radical change in the socio-economic and political situation of the country and establishment of “People’s Republic” through a violent movement. The movement grow rapidly all over the country as a response of the carelessness to main stream political party, their remarkably take away attention towards the general people, which made them involve on corruption, bribery, administrative carelessness and bad governance in practice. The armed conflict was also the response to poverty, hunger, starvation, suppression and state discriminatory policies against the underprivileged people that was remained since a very long period in the Nepalese society.

Royal massacre in the year 2001 and changing political situation in the country also brought the country into the quagmire of political instability, at what time the general people and major political parties and the Maoists could not easily accept the new King’s leadership.

When the first peace dialogue held in the mid of 2001 with the CPN (Maoist) could not be succeed, the Maoists did a massive attack in the army barrack of mid western region  and in several security posts at the same time, where they could be able to grab important weapons from the security forces. As a response of the Maoists action, the state also came to the decision that mobilising the Royal Nepal Army (RNA) and imposing “Sate of Emergency” are the ultimate ways to disarm the Maoist and to maintain peace and security in the country. But the state’s action brought the country in the swamp of violence and terror and killings of more than five thousand people within a year.

Within this periphery, the governing political party Nepali Congress (NC) came in contradiction to extend the time of Emergency. The ministers and Prime minister of governing body were in favor of extending the State of Emergency where as the party leadership was against them. This contradiction ultimate split the political parties into two groups and the government also declares general election for the public poll.

Dissolving of constitutionally formed government after the Royal proclamation on October 4, 2002 declaring as unable government to conduct the election in specified time and failed to maintain peace and security in the country also turned the political situation in the new direction. That action brought the main stream political parties in a single forum to take action against the king’s action to put forward prime minister from the decision made by the king’s prerogative rights provisioned in the constitution.  But the movement of main stream political parties have been centralised to correct the unconstitutional action made by the King whether forming authoritative government incorporating members of all political parties or the resettlement of House of Representatives. But that could not be easily obeyed by the King which brought constitutional perplexity as the government was not mandated by the Parliament rather the political parties took it as a puppet cabinet and in the support of His majesty. Now the constitution of the country has remained as death constitution.

The King made government was able to bring the Maoist leadership for the peace dialogue in the beginning months of 2003 to find out the ultimate and durable solution of armed conflict. Third round peace dialogues have been already held with the government. Finally the peace dialogue with the Maoist has also been remained in broken like situation when both of the parties could not be agreed on constitutional amendment of government’s proposal and constitutional assembly of Maoist demand to respect the rights of the people to write their law.

Results

The power sharing like situation has been existed in the nation. Political situation is now concentrated as the fight between King versus Political parties at one point and the Maoist versus King and the political parties on the other. None of them have come to the point of negotiation. The dialogue between the Maoist and the present government has not ended yet but there is great disagreement to come to the negotiation point whether to be agreed on constitutional amendment put forwarded by the government or constituent assembly respecting Maoists’ demand to accept public opinions for deciding their right to write constitution. So, the future of peace dialogue is uncertain.

Accordingly, in this power sharing situation where King stands with a huge military force but less public support and the frequent ideological attacks by the mainstream political parties and the Maoist. Similarly, the Maoists are stand as strong conflicting party with their violent action in almost all rural parts of the country. They have also been able to incorporate potential and skilled military forces in a few numbers and with the anguish support of rural and underprivileged people. The political parties are also involved in the nation wide political movement against king’s action that is leader led and leader involved in nature but very little support from the public. The political parties at this time are involved in the movement without correcting their weaknesses made by them during the past 12 years’ period after the restoration of democracy.

Where it is leading to Nepal

· Uncertainty

· Degrading socio-economic and political situation

· No concrete action for political negotiation.

· Continuation of Violence and terror event in the future.

· Killings, destruction, abduction and displacement of the people.

(For detail information about Nepal and its political situation please do contact me at yesprakash46@hotmail.com)

