United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Youth Caucus

4:15 PM

Chair person: Eriel Deranger

Secretary: Nahka Bertrand

Present: Ashley Norton,


Chris Sheppard


Melissa Eliott


Jocelyn Hungchien


Manuel Ibamez


Sochea Pheap


Pharaoh

This is an ad hoc youth meeting pertaining to what we want to do as a youth caucus.

Structure: Chair: Liason with the permanent forum youth file

Co-Chair: Works closely with the chair, makes sure  that they talk to every one, and they have a proper language.  

Secretary: Drafting in, writing minutes of meetings

Communications officer: Sends info to members

Media Person: Logo, fundinf, send out the message. 

It has been clarified that the task is not solely attributed to the executive members of the youth caucus, but to all members who should want to or need to have a say in the work done. In the spirit of collective work. 

Eriel: When we come back next year, the chair would work with these four other people who will have been committed to organizing so that we have set meeting spaces, that we know the order of business, etc. 

Ashley: This morning we were told how we should write a statement. We should start inviting people from the permanent forum  to help us with such. For example; we are going to state these specific cases in Annex 1…

Chris: In a statement it should be read as: please refer to Annex 1.

Ashley: Check out the Annex that is built into the text.

Eriel: We had a fellow from a country, each country has a very specific issue, things that effect the young people… in this way we have each issue spelt out and don’t leave any one out, in this way we all have a voice. It’s all inputted into the permanent forum as a general statement. We should try, as a youth caucus, to get funding in order to come back next year and find funding for any other youth that might want to come. 

Ashley: Question? Incorporating? 

Eriel: Yes we will be incorporating as an NGO

Ashley: Guideline, terms of reference, duties for each person. Marcus might want to be chair or co-chair. Not just because we’re here. 

Eriel: Kimberly Smith is interested in the chair position. She started her own org in Navaho Nation, and has sat on expert meetings. She knows the system well. As the youth in the caucus, please submit our cvs to the Expert List, refer to Kimberly Smith, these youth are funded to be there. There are not enough youth applying. If you’re interested, Kim will guide you. Please submit a compressed bio and cv. 


Incorporating: Some people have a hard time getting registered because they don’t have a valid org to register under. There was actually funding this year for Indigenous youth to come. No one applied because it was not advertised. This is one of the things we should be aware of and list. It should develop with the youth caucus. Put it in the recommendations as to have the money put back up. Many people did not come this year because they did not have the money. Media person in charge of funding. We’re thinking of creating a body that youth can register under. One of the venues, affiliating with an already established NGO, like TIG and GYAN, that are there to promote youth activism. Project that has ECOSOC (Economic and Social Development) status. That way in the next year if you want to come, you can register under GYAN or such. That would create another avenue for youth to come, it provides avenues for funding. 

The UN Indigenous youth caucus.

Look  towards being an autonomous organization. Look for our own autonomous funding eventually. We’re already recognized by the UN Secretariat, which has a youth organization and is an official chapter of the Un. Can be accessed at UN. Org. 

We’re agreeing to go under GYAN to support us as a project. 

Would you guys be committed? Eriel can set up conference calls or online conferences. Cambodia doesn’t have online. 

Is every one here committed to coming back next year? 

General yes.

If you all want to be put on the expert list, please provide info and bios + cvs. 

We are going to meet Monireh, the speaker for the youth declaration on Human Rights at the UNPFII. 

Meeting Adjourned 5:00
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