Climate Justice Workshop
2008 CIVICUS World Assembly

Status Report #1 


21 April, 2008 

Re:   April 9 meeting:  CIVICUS UN – Global Youth Action Network, co-organizers

From: Vicente García-Delgado CIVICUSUN@aol.com  and 

           Franziska Seel                 franziska@takingitglobal.org 

To:      co-sponsors, supporters, contributors

Summary of meeting outcomes:

1. Civil Society organizations involved as of April 9, 2008:

1.1 CIVICUS UN and Global Youth Action Network, Main co-sponsors/organizers

African Youth Initiative on Climate Change (AYICC),  co-sponsor and presenter

First Peoples (FP), 




        co-sponsor and presenter

Earth Charter Youth Initiative (ECYI),                            co-sponsor and presenter

Federal Platform of Argentinean Youth (PFJA),                                 supporter

Argentinean Youth Organisation for the United Nations, (OAJNU), supporter

1.2 On April 9, WWF-UK contacted us in connection with our earlier invitation to co-sponsor the workshop. They sought detailed information and are currently considering the matter.

2. Theme of workshop:

2.1 The primary focus of the workshop is Climate Change adaptation by vulnerable communities in developing and less-developed countries, including empowerment, capacity-building, best practices (what works and what doesn’t), networking, information dissemination, education, mobilization for adaptation, coalition building, resources, etc.

2,2 A secondary theme of the workshop is Climate Change advocacy in connection with ongoing UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) negotiations in three distinct respects:

Demanding Just and Equitable outcomes on Climate Change adaptation assistance for vulnerable communities;

Demanding immediate Climate Change adaptation assistance, and

Demanding immediate Climate Change mitigation implementation by developed countries, so as to minimize the degree of climate change impacts on vulnerable communities and thus reducing the mounting human and financial costs of adaptation.

3. Participants:

3.1 The workshop and its Follow-up process are mostly a Youth-led project, but are intended to be fully intergenerational, ethnically and geographically diverse, and gender balanced. All sectors of civil society, governments and business are welcome
3.2 Mindful that CIVICUS is a generic civil society movement where members work on diverse sectorial areas, the workshop will ensure maximum participation and engagement by reaching out to civil society communities that are not focused on climate change. In the same spirit, with a view to assure inclusiveness and in order to reach out to the widest possible range of people in both the global South and the North, the workshop organizers, and presenters shall remain attentive to differences in cultural attitudes and geographic perspectives on climate change.

4. Workshop format:

4.1 Rather than relying on a lecture-based facilitation methodology, the workshop is intended to encourage engagement and participation among all participants in order to bring forth ideas, suggestions and proposals on how best to organize, form new coalitions or empower existing efforts, develop common strategies and designs, and facilitate networking on citizen action/climate change (both at the local and global levels.)

4.2 Therefore, presenters time shall be limited to 5 minutes in order to maximize participation and interaction. Presenters and their organizations shall be introduced by the moderator based on individual bios, descriptions of their organizations and their specific activities on Climate Change adaptation previously submitted to the organizers in writing. (See Action Points under paragraph 12.3 below.)
4.3 One idea to actively involve workshop participants is to ask them in the few minutes prior to the start of the conversation, to write down on a file card their names, organizations, and a very brief description of the following 3 items:


How his/her community is being affected by Climate Change


What’s being done in terms of adaptation to Climate Change


What more needs to be done

These cards will be returned to the moderator, who shall aim to refer to as many of them as possible during the discussion, grouping them as appropriate on the basis of similar situations.  The content of all cards shall be posted in the Follow-up webpage.

4.4 A “Story-telling” format for the presentations and discussions shall be favoured over more abstract descriptions.
4.5 Most important, the workshop shall be action oriented, emphasizing best practices and opportunities for positive results rather than simply describing situations.

5. Workshop outline:

The total time of the workshop is 90 minutes. It is suggested to use the time as follows:

1) Welcome & Introductions (5 mins)

2) Brief presentations by co-sponsors (15 mins; 5 mins each)

3) Interactive component involving workshop participants (40 mins)

4) Discussion about Follow-up process (30 mins)

6. Facilitation of workshop preparation:

6.1 To facilitate the preparation of the workshop a Project page has been set up on TakingITGlobal. The page can be accessed at: 

http://projects.takingitglobal.org/climatejustice
6.2 All co-sponsors and supporters are expected to join the group mailing list, which will facilitate communication and information sharing leading up to the workshop. To join the group mailing list, please send your Name, E-Mail address and TIG username (if you already have one) to franziska@takingitglobal.org. You will then receive an invitation to join the group.

7. Main expected outcome:

A vibrant, participatory, interactive Follow-up process through which to carry out the themes that bring us together for effective community action on Climate Change.

8.Time-frame of Follow-up process:

From June 2008 (date of the workshop) to December 2009 (expected date of new Climate Change agreement)

9. Key time milestones of Follow-up process:

UNFCCC COP14, Poland, December 2008

UNFCCC COP15, Denmark, December 2009

10. Format of Follow-up process:  

10.1 The format of the Follow-up process shall be determined by the organizers and co-sponsors taking due consideration of all suggestions offered by all workshop participants, and the needs of the civil society movement at large. 
10.2 To the greatest extent possible, Follow-up from the workshop will be aligned with and support existing networks, programs and discussion groups, rather than create new structures. 

10.3 Assuming funding is available, a particular focus of the Follow-up process could include the creation of a technologically advanced, user-friendly webpage designed to maximize participation and collaboration of civil society groups in adaptation implementation and advocacy efforts. Ideally, the webpage would provide spaces for text and video blogging, networking and interaction; list-serve; links to all organizations involved; useful links, etc. 

11. Articles for e-CIVICUS:

11.1 e-CIVICUS, CIVICUS’ electronic newsletter has allocated five slots for articles on the themes of the workshop before, during and after the 2008 CIVICUS World Assembly. 
11.2 The organizers and co-sponsors are encouraged to submit articles (max. 750 words) for publication in e-CIVICUS according to the following schedule:

Article #1,  Pre-WA, Co-authored by CIVICUS UN and GYAN, co-organizers of the workshop (Deadline May 26)

Workshop description/experiences, Pre-WA, also co-authored by CIVICUS UN and GYAN (Deadline May 26)

Article #2,  During-WA, Authored by Earth Charter Youth Initiative, co-sponsor (Deadline May 26)

Article #3,  During-WA, Authored by African Youth Initiative on Climate Change, co-sponsor (Deadline May 26)

Article #4,  During-WA, Authored by First Peoples, co-sponsor (Deadline May 26)

Article #5, Post-WA, co-authored by CIVICUS UN and GYAN (Deadline June 23) 
11.3  Articles will also be published in the Follow-up process webpage, without limitation as to number.

12. Call for input and Action points:
12.1 Co-sponsors and contributors are encouraged to provide comments, suggestions and other input in regard to the contents of this Status Report, which should be viewed only as a working document, to be improved and adjusted as we go forward. 
12.2 Co-sponsors are also asked to provide a brief summary of the ideas and input their organizations would like to present at the workshop itself (what do you think will be your organization’s unique contribution to this workshop?). The summaries should be shared with everyone through the group mailing list.

12.3 Action Points:

A) Presenter’s bio (including head-shot photo); brief description of co-sponsor organization and the nature of their work on climate change adaptation, including examples of specific actions or activities.  Send to Vicente.  Deadline April 30.
B) “Comments and suggestions” under pa. 12.1.  Send to Franziska and Vicente and post in webpage.  Deadline April 30.

C) “Summary of Ideas” under pa. 12.2. Send to Franziska and Vicente and post in webpage.  Deadline, May 26

D) Organizers and co-sponsors’ articles for e-CIVICUS. Send Final Drafts and Final Version to Vicente. Deadlines: for Final Draft, May 22; Final Version, May 26.
E) Recommended background reading: UNDP 2006/2007 Human Development Report, particularly Chapter 4, “Adapting to the inevitable…”

      http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/hdr_20072008_en_chapter4.pdf
Remember the two big dates: April 30 and May 26! 

And, first of all, join the Project web page. (See pa 6.) Deadline for this, Yesterday! (
Let’s try our best to make this workshop meaningful and helpful to all who may benefit from it and its Follow-up process.
We look forward to hearing from you all!

Vicente García Delgado, CIVICUS UN,  CIVICUSUN@aol.com  
Franziska Seel, Global Youth Action Network,  franziska@takingitglobal.org
