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More than one billion people still lack access to safe water, and nearly two billion lack safe sanitation, predominantly in developing countries. Slow progress is not acceptable, as more than three million people still die every year from avoidable water-related disease.   



World Bank, 2001

More Access, less excess

More than one billion people still lack access to safe water, and nearly two-billion lack safe sanitation, predominantly in developing countries. One third of the world’s population now live in regions of limited water supply. In addition to this, lack of access to safe drinking water and sanitation is a major contributory factor to ill health and life threatening diseases.  In many of these countries, it is the women and children who spend hours fetching water, requiring high-energy expenditure. 

Water therefore plays a major role in poverty eradication, gender equity, education and child mortality, agriculture, and health. Lack of adequate water is also a major limiting factor in many countries, in socio-economic development. In all countries, water use is set to increase by 40 per cent, with close to 20 percent being utilised in agricultural production in developing countries.

It is therefore clear that water issues and its associated sustainability issues be a core to IYPF’s campaign.

Vision

The first priority in addressing water issues should be to serve the world’s poor and marginalised community. They often do not have the resources and access to water, in addition to the lack of a voice in determining their future. This group is often more vulnerable to the impacts of poor water management and its resultant impacts on their livelihoods. In order to address this, pro – poor integrated strategies for water management, at a local, national and international level should be encouraged. The promotion of values of sound governance, equity are also paramount to this process.

These values have been echoed in the UN’s millennium development goals as outlined by the UN General Assembly in the year 2000, with the intended goal being halving global poverty by 2015. Two of these goals underscored the water crisis in the world. These goals, hereafter referred to as MDG’s, have underscored the need to halve the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water and sanitation, and integrating the principles of sustainable water development into country policies and programmes so as to reverse the unsustainable water development processes.

IYPF’s vision of the world reflects this. The mandate of a just world without poverty only echoes the above-mentioned needs. With its vast network, IYPF’s has the capacity to promote and encourage work by young professionals in effecting positive global change. 

Related challenges

Water issues remain intrinsically linked to economic, social and ecological dimensions of sustainable development. This is in addition to the cultural contexts within which water use is governed by local norms and values.

Ecologically, numerous challenges remain due to the disruptive manner in which past development have taken. Water use will require respect for the integrity of the ecosystem for sustainable use. Socially, the vulnerability of women and children will remain major challenge. This group remains the most vulnerable to changes in resource use.

Economically, the need for maximum social and economic benefits from water, while maintaining the delicate balance between supply and demand is paramount. Integrated programmes are needed in mitigating the impacts of growing demands Vis a Vis sustainability of water supplies.

Meeting the challenges:
Water issues are multi faceted and are thus complex in nature. However several ways of addressing them have been put forward with respect to issues of sustainability, governance and poverty reduction.

In every country, national policy frameworks govern the use of resources at the local level. While there is increasing devolution of power from a centralised system towards empowered communities, national policies remain the main context within which local communities act. With this in mind, policy frameworks, action plans and financial allocations need to have water as an integral consideration. 

In promoting sound policies and strategies that also address the development needs, several outcomes are envisaged: increased efficiency of water use; empowerment of water stakeholders (particularly women and children); development of regulations and incentives for water management. The end results of this are reforms, which enhance the ability of the poor to access of safe water and sanitation.

Empowerment of local communities is of paramount importance. By building the capacity of local stakeholders, working through local institutions and use of indigenous knowledge will go a long way in providing for incentives and again, regulations for sound water management. Awareness creation, capacity building and advocacy at all levels are important in providing feedback on water issues.

Agriculture in developing countries is of paramount importance to the economies. In many of these countries, as many as eighty per cent of the community subsist on agriculture. By promoting sound agricultural technologies, which enable efficient use of water, particularly in arid areas, will assist increasing food production as well as water conservation.

Conservation efforts geared towards catchments areas if also important. With increasing population growth, and diminishing agriculturally productive land, such areas are increasingly being encroached. By involving community in forest conservation efforts, alternative sources of livelihoods may be generated, be it in terms of medicinal values, forest foods or building materials, catchments areas are an important resource in water conservation.

IYPF’s role:

IYPF’s vision is a just world without poverty. It seeks to address this through the promotion of positive global values by young professionals. Through its vast networks, it has an ongoing platform in which young professionals can be mobilised and their capacity enhanced in addressing global issues. Experiences and best practices are also shared. In addition to this, it facilitates and implements projects developed by members in addressing global concerns. It also promotes research and advocacy in regards to local issues identified by its members in the creation of a preferred future. IYPF is thus a catalyst for the promotion of sound values among upcoming young professionals. Its membership is geographically widespread. 

IYPF therefore has at its core the principles governing sustainable development. In empowering the youth, and ensuring their support in water issues, strong committemets towards sustainable water use and partnerships formed thereof, maybe fostered.


