YouthScape
The Calgary Initiative

The Big Dream of the Calgary initiative is for a Calgary in which all young people are seen, heard, and respected as citizens of the community.  Youth, in all their diversity, are honoured.  Their voice serves as a catalyst for community change.  As a result, Calgary is a stronger, more resilient city, a nurturing, exciting place to live.
Easily said, but challenging to accomplish in a city that has taken on a reputation of being ruled by the power of oil.  Calgary is a city undergoing massive change thanks to the oil boom that is attracting hundreds of new citizens weekly to fill the existing labour shortage.  This influx brings with it a multitude of opportunities and challenges, and of primary concern to those involved in youth serving organizations is: What kind of experience is it for young people who, whether they like it or not, live in this city?  How welcoming and inclusive is Calgary to youth of various ethnicities, abilities, and disabilities, and to those in various socio-economic ranges?  

Fortunately, Calgary also has a wealth of knowledge in and dedication to the area of youth inclusion, and this initiative is starting from a position of strength.  The convening agency, Child and Youth Friendly Calgary, has become a recognized leader in creatively engaging youth in the community for the past 15 years.  A steering committee made up of experts in specific segments of the youth population has been guiding the initial phase of the project and form a very dynamic group.  They are Ghost River Rediscovery, Calgary Between Friends Club, the Calgary Health Region, the Duke of Edinburgh Awards, Urban Youth Worx, and the City of Calgary. The United Way of Calgary is underpinning the project, not only with financial support but with years of research in the field of societal impacts on our children and youth.

The early phase of developing the Big Dream consisted of community consultations that came in various shapes and sizes from talking to youth on the streets of downtown Calgary on a Friday night to pulling together the ‘movers and shakers’ of the Calgary business and philanthropic community for their input.  We talked to 275 youth and 100 adults in a two month period and the resounding theme that resulted from these consultations was the hunger for the intergenerational connection.  The path to realizing the Dream started to take shape, using the Action Circle model described in the internationally renowned resource, Recreating the World: A Practical Guide to Building Sustainable Communities, by M. Bopp & J. Bopp.  

Our Action Circles will consist of the following:

· Activity Community – Youth and adults are engaged in recreational activities that are exciting, build youth resiliency,
            and make change for the betterment of their community.

· Gathering Community – Youth an adults join together to make room for interactions between youth and adults, adding
            to how community spaces are used. 

· Advocacy Community – Youth and adults work together for change on matters of concern to youth, especially those
           who are vulnerable and/or disengaged.  

· Facilitating – Formed to provide guidance and support to community action circles on priorities, opportunities, and
           learnings.  In addition to the members of the steering committee, this circle will consist of 20 members, 10 of which
          will be youth. 
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Calgary is eager to be an active member of the learning community coming together with the McConnell Foundation’s Building Resilient Communities by Engaging Youth initiative.  In spite of unique geographic and socio-economic differences amongst the cities involved, each community has much to share and gain from the experiences of the others.  And it will all be for the betterment of society’s most valuable resource: our children and youth.   
