Recommendation from the United Nations International Indigenous Youth Caucus submitted to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

May 22nd, 2007

New York City, New York
The United Nations International Indigenous Youth Caucus,

Recommends 
the adoption of the following recommendations:

The United Nations International Indigenous Youth Caucus comprises of numerous Indigenous youth from various states, organizations, socio-economical, and cultural backgrounds.  The youth caucus has developed a United Nations Indigenous Youth Caucus project page that will allow members to stay in contact, while allowing new members access to information of past proceedings, statements, recommendations, and work of the caucus.  During the sixth session of the permanent forum on Indigenous Issues the youth caucus convened each morning to discuss the various issues and concern of Indigenous youth worldwide.  These discussions led to the development and presentation of a statement to the Forum on Thursday May 17, 2007 voicing the concerns of Indigenous youth.  The youth caucus has developed an additional statement to be presented on Thursday May 23rd, 2007 regarding the future work of the Forum including emerging issues and discussion with respect to the role of the Indigenous youth caucus.

In 2003 the UNPFII’s special theme was “Children and Youth” where the Forum gave particular attention to issues of children and youth, and the roles they play in keeping indigenous culture alive.  It was here the unique nature of Indigenous youth issues were brought to the forefronts.   The inter-related nature of life reveals to us the importance for us to be responsible for the generation after us and those that came before us.  We urge the forum to help us to support and protect our elders and their traditional knowledge which is essential to sustaining our indigenous livelihood.

We, the indigenous youth, makes up 48% of the indigenous peoples around the world.  We rally upon the responsibility of the youth to sustain this world for the future generations to inherit.  The General Assembly adopted the following statement in 1995 ‘that young people in all countries are a vital human resource for development and key agents for social change, economic growth and technological innovation’ therefore I call on any other indigenous youths to stand in solidarity as we present this statement on behalf of the indigenous youths of the world.’
The UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC), specifically Article 30, is the first and only international human rights treaty to explicitly recognize and address the realities of indigenous children.  Indigenous children and youth are faced with numerous challenges and often do not enjoy basic human rights and are made to feel ashamed of their identity.  Now is the time for the UNPFII to fully incorporate an effective participation of Indigenous Youth to voice their views and concerns.  We express our concern that a continued limited participation of Indigenous Youth in decision-making processes locally, regionally and internationally restricts the integration of our perspectives and experiences in decisions impacting our survival; 

We call upon other UN Agencies to support and ensure the full and active participation of Indigenous youth at the Permanent Forum and all decision making process of UN Agencies impacting Indigenous youths and to recommend to UN  inter-agencies and foundations for greater & equitable access to financial and other aids in enhancing our rights as IP youth.
The Indigenous youth caucus formulated the following recommendation: 

· We request that the Forum recognize the unique nature of Indigenous youth issues and the Indigenous Youth Caucus as contributing members of the permanent forum.
· We request that the Forum include Indigenous Youth issues as a permanent forum item, recognizing and incorporating the Indigenous youth perspective now and in future forums
· We request that the Forum encourage and request the Secretariat, all United Nations systems, Non-Government Organization’s, Indigenous organizations and member states to work with Indigenous youth and provide adequate resources and support to facilitate the full and effective participation of the Indigenous Youth Caucus in the future work of the permanent forum.  
· In preparation for future permanent forums we request the Forum ask the Secretariat to work with the Indigenous Youth Caucus to prepare a report outlining how the Youth group can accomplish these goals and the means to achieve these goals.  This would include supporting the Indigenous Youth Caucus to convene in a working group that is comprised and led by indigenous youth with participation of UN agencies & other experts on Indigenous Youth issues.  This working group would meet every four months.  This meeting would serve to create a structure and process for Indigenous youth involvement and a solid action plan that can be implemented in future permanent forums.  The youth delegation for this working group would be comprised of youth represented by different regions representing all key Indigenous issues appointed by the youth caucus.
· Furthermore, we request the Forum ask the Secretariat to facilitate the support of the Interagency Support Group to work with the Indigenous Youth Caucus and assist the Indigenous Youth Caucus in participating in future Forums.

· We request, pending the findings of the Secretariat report, that the Forum consider an initial session on Indigenous Youth issues.  This can include, but not limited to, one week of training for Indigenous youth delegates previous to the UNPFII, to inform/train youth delegates on the process of the UNPFII and how to facilitate full participation during UNPFII. 
We are in a powerful position because of the shoes we were born into and the voices we carry.  The indigenous world is relying on the work that is done here.  We are ready to speak with you, if you are.

We encourage the forum to actively engage with us, the indigenous youths, because we are a new generation of peoples mandated by our ancestors to care for mother earth and ask that you, our elders, support us, so our ancestral knowledge will be carried into the future. 

“We must not let Indigenous children down.  They embody the will of indigenous peoples to survive and prosper into the future, with their dignity and human rights respected and their voices heard at all levels of national and international society.”
- Mr. Ole Henrik Magga, 

Permanent Forum Chairperson

February 2004

For more information on the United Nations Indigenous Youth Caucus please visit http://projects.takingitglobal.org/indigenous .

