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On Tuesday April 17th, 2007, the new Minister of Labour and Social Security, her Excellency  Marie-Ange Lukiana (*), has invited all UN Agencies Representatives (UNDP, UNFPA, ILO, UNAIDS, UNESCO, ...) in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to the important meeting on employment and social security in the country, and specifically on youth employment issues. The meeting has taken place at the Conference Room of the Ministry of Labour and Social security. The Minister took this opportunity to explain that thousands young girls and young people finish their studies every year and are ready to enter into the labour market. But most of them can not find jobs because of the limited number of employment created in the market. And so DRC is facing a high rate of youth unemployment that is the great cause of poverty among youth.

Education and Employment are ones of the five priority areas of the President Joseph Kabila during his five-year mandate (2007-2012) after the last presidential democratic election. The Minister of Labour is looking to develop effective programs that will provide employment opportunities to all and mainly to young people. The Minister is seeking support from all UN Agencies in order to give shape to these programs. And the UN Agencies Representatives in DRC promised to support and contribute to the efforts of the Minister to struggle against the high rate of unemployment in DRC.

The National Forum on "Formulation of the National Policy on Employment and Social Security" will take place sooner. 

YES-DRC Network is one of the privileged youth organisations that are working closely with the Ministry of Labour and Social Security since 2002. We are making the necessary so that delegates from YES-DRC Network participate to this important forum. In fact, we would like to highlight that two delegates from YES-DRC Network, conducted by Jules Ramazani, the Country Coordinator, participated to the National Workshop on the Formulation of the National Action Plan for Employment Promotion and fight against poverty, organised by the Ministry of Planning and the Ministry of Labour and Social Security with the collaboration of the ILO/ Office of DRC, Kinshasa (DRC), 29-30 November 2005. And to date, DRC is equipped with the National Action Plan for Employment Promotion and fight against poverty in which youth employment is one of the main areas developed. And that was the contribution of the YES-DRC delegates to this workshop.

In June 2nd, 2006, the former Minister of Labour and Social Security, his Excellency Balamage N'kolo, had sent letter to the YES-DRC Country Coordinator requesting the nomination of two delegates who will participate to the National Committee for the preparation of the National Action Plan on Youth Employment that is part of the National Action Plan for Employment Promotion and fight against poverty. Jules Ramazani and Trésor Kalunga are currently represented YES-DRC Network in this National Committee. In this order, the Ministry of Labour and Social Security in collaboration with the Ministry of Youth and Sports will organise the National workshop with the support of ILO/Office of Kinshasa.

As you know, DRC is one of lead countries of the Youth employment Network (YEN). In fact, the Democratic Republic of Congo joined the YEN in July 2005 following a letter to requesting Lead Country status being sent from his Excellency President Joseph Kabila to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. In this letter the President stressed the need to focus on young people as a central catalyst in overcoming the civil conflicts in the DRC citing their energy and contribution as essential in the country’s struggle against poverty.
(*) Her Excellency Marie-Ange Lukiana was Minister of Labour and Social Security in 2002 when we prepared for the participation of DRC delegates to the YES Summit 2002, in Alexandria, Egypt.

Kinshasa, April 16, 2007
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