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Less than 50% of the world’s population is currently under the age of 25, with the globe facing an unprecedented youth population explosion. All over the world, young people are faced with tremendous social, economic and developmental challenges, both today and in their future. Yet at the same time, youth are more involved in addressing these challenges and in re-shaping the realities of their world. Young people are taking action, being involved and making a difference in their communities. The examples of youth in action that the world sees each day are inspirational and stretch the mind to imagine what impact on the planet a generation of informed, involved and inspired youth could have. Imagine more than half the world, directly or indirectly, working towards sustainability, equity, peace and prosperity. This is a vision that is a reality. The [relatively] few examples seen through TakingITGlobal are testament to that. 

TakingITGlobal, as an organization and a global network plays a critical role in leading a global movement of youth that are aware and active. I feel that TIG plays a role in the following areas:

· Connecting people [individuals and organizations]
When people can connect with one another, exchange ideas, share stories, learn from each other, collaborate and partner, incredible things can happen. Take the example of youth in Nepal learning of an initiative by youth in the Philippines to organize a national action campaign for youth employment. Being inspired by the Filipino example, they communicate, share strategies and replicate the same process that spreads to over 50 more countries. TakingITGlobal is in a position to support such positive actions to grow and spread and shift the position of youth from spectators, recipients and beneficiaries of current systems to innovators, leaders and change makers.

· Increasing access
the Internet, together with other Information and Communications Technologies presents a multitude of opportunities for youth to be a part of activities, processes and developments beyond the physical boundaries of their communities. This exciting process, unfortunately, is limited to those with access to the appropriate technologies. TIG plays a role in bridging that divide through creating technological resources that are useful and relevant to young people worldwide, as well as in inspiring youth worldwide to be excited about the potential of ICTs.

· Creating a platform for youth
All over the world today, numerous non-violent, non-military battles are taking place. The battles for economic superiority, the battles for political dominance, the battles for peace, the educational and cultural battles and the battles of ideology. Unfortunately, some of these struggles take violent and militant forms. The major players in each one of these battles fight them using platforms that support their voices and allow the expression of their beliefs. Those with the strongest voices win and dictate events and policies at all levels. These voices are the media, universities, and other institutions. TakingITGlobal is the world’s premier platform for young people to have a role in these battles. TIG’s role is to facilitate the participation of youth in shaping economic models, in determining how education should be carried out, in celebrating, expressing and preserving culture, in promoting peace and in presenting youth ideologies across the board. TIG can help to ensure that young people are apart of these conversations, discussion, plans and developments that affect the world in which we live in.

· Building a community
TakingITGlobal brings together thousands of people and organizations to develop a community; a place where sharing takes place; where relationships are developed; where people work together for a common interest. Should young people have access to the technological tools that are spearheading a global revolution, a unity of purpose and a sense of community, they will succeed in promoting their agenda, and in building the world that they dream of.

· Developing resources
The effectiveness and wellbeing of any community depends largely on the products, tools and resources that are available to it. TIG plays an important role in creating powerful, accessible and relevant tools for members of its community and responding to the various needs of the membership.
· Increasing awareness and information
TakingITGlobal plays a vital role on fostering an informed and aware global network of youth and institutions working towards the interests of youth. An informed and aware people have already succeeded in addressing a wide range of global challenges. The understanding that results from people being informed, and having the ability/capacity to gain knowledge enables people to think of a new reality, and to take the necessary actions to achieve that vision. A world without racism, violence, hunger, corruption, violence and other forms of injustice becomes a reality when an informed and aware generation makes a difference.

· Empowering youth and Providing a collective leadership
In fulfilling the above roles, TakingITGlobal empowers youth to be change makers; gives young people a voice and a platform from where to stand and be counted as they make a difference. TakingITGlobal will have effectively played its role when it is the first place where the world looks to as the representation of a collective global youth leadership on the issues and views of young people worldwide. 

It is important that as the board of TIG, we develop a common understanding of TIG’s role in the world of youth development and as a player in a global youth movement that aims to ensure a degree of equality and empowerment for youth. It is important to understand TIG’s history, it’s founding vision and starting point, in order that we have a stronger appreciation for where TakingITGlobal is today and the direction in which it should grow in the future. 

