In a village called Kwekitui, nestled among Usambaara Mountains, a building now stands with the purpose of storing books, sharing books and the knowledge that books can offer.  On this building are the names of the two organizations that made it possible.  These organizations are Africa Community Technical Service and Tanga Youth Development Association.  The project funding was facilitated by two Canadian youth, Colleen Campbell and me (Sarah Switzer).

This project was first presented to me after returning to Canada from a fourteen week stay in Tanzania as a volunteer with Canada World Youth.  After agreeing to take part in Tanga Youth Development Association’s (TAYODEA) library project my colleague, Colleen Campbell, and I prepared a proposal for Africa Community Technical Service (Acts) and soon found ourselves under their credible wing.  Ms. Campbell and I coordinated, with the help of other volunteers, enough fundraising activity to cover the costs of the construction of this library.

Ms. Campbell and I departed for Tanzania October 8th, 2004.  It was not until October 30th that we arrived in our host village, Mbelei.  The two weeks prior to our arrival were spent in Tanga town with David Chanyeghea, organizing the purchase and transport of materials.  The construction began November 2nd, the day of the inauguration ceremony.  We found ourselves with approximately 15 volunteers, all of which were men.  There was a miscommunication with the women of Kwekitui which was that they thought that there was some income generation to be had with the library construction.  When the term “volunteer” was properly explained to them they found it, understandably, more important to keep their households in order.

Two weeks into construction I found our volunteer numbers to be diminishing due to other commitments.  At this time we also had the privilege to have David Moore and Richard Roberts visit the project construction site.  Their presence encouraged David Chanyeghea, the chairman of Tayodea, to talk to some village leaders and teachers about this problem and within a day or two there were some women and youth at the construction site helping out. I found that during the four weeks of construction there was a wonderful display of teamwork.  When one person’s hands were weakening from shovelling there was always a willing set of new hands to take over.

The closing ceremonies were wonderfully organized.  The local Member of Parliament and the District Commissioner both attended and gave what seemed to be very passionate speeches (Ms. Campbell and I did not get a full translation of the ceremonies). The group of women who volunteered at the construction site had spent over a week composing a song about their experience as volunteers and shared it with everyone at the closing ceremonies.  Ms. Campbell and I presented a collection of donated English books from Canada and expressed our thanks for all the wonderful memories of working with the volunteers of Kwekitui.  We were then presented with gifts from the group of women volunteers and invited to be part of the Sambaa tribe.

After the end of the ceremonies we said our final goodbyes to the volunteers, students, teachers, and all others we had met and made our way back to Mbelei in the Member of Parliament’s vehicle.  Ms. Campbell and I then went to say our goodbyes to our lovely host family and hopped on the bus back to Tanga town where we would meet with Tanga Youth Development Association for the last time before leaving for Dar es Salaam, and then Canada.

The construction of the actual library building has been completed.  Presently I am locating funds to purchase a selection of children’s fiction and Primary School textbooks for the library.  The goal is to fundraise four thousand Canadian dollars before November 2005.  I will be using the same fundraising ideas as last year.

I have contacted a publishing house in Kenya called “Sasa Sema Publications” who in turn put me in contact with “Readit Books Ltd” in Tanzania and  I have received pricelists from both companies for children’s fiction books.  Tanga Youth Development Association has also contacted Oxford Univest Press Tanzania Ltd, and received a pricelist for Tanzanian Primary School textbooks and dictionaries.

The library construction project in Kwekitui, Lushoto was successfully and smoothly completed.  We have Acts and Tayodea to thank for that.  But most importantly we should applaud the volunteers from Kwekitui and surrounding areas for their willingness to do such heavy work with hopes of improving the future of the area.  These people knew very little or nothing of what volunteer work was.  Now they have seen how powerful a group of volunteers can be.
