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Background

According to the organizers of the World Summit on the Information Society, “We are … in the midst of a revolution, perhaps the greatest that humanity has ever experienced. To benefit the world community, the successful and continued growth of this new dynamic requires global discussion and harmonization in appropriate areas.”  Unfortunately, few discussions to date at the national level have focused on harmonizing visions of the emerging information society with the principles and priorities articulated by the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goals and the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  This project aims to enable 8-10 young developing country researchers to undertake policy research and analysis on harnessing the information society to achieve national sustainable development priorities.  Research will be undertaken with the guidance of an international panel of advisors and in cooperation with national WSIS and WSSD delegations, leading to the capacity building of both the young researchers and their counterparts in government ministries.  The resulting research will be used not only to inform the international debates around the WSIS, but to influence the development of national WSIS positions and information society strategies through the second phase of the WSIS in 2005.  

Request:  $25,000 CDN for scoping study (December 2002 – March 2003)
IISD proposes to undertake a scoping study for the outlined research capacity building project on the information society and sustainable development. The scoping study report will include:

1) IS and SD research priorities – 

· literature review on the conceptual and practical linkages between the information society and sustainable development;
· comparison between the processes for the development of policy positions for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) and the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in selected developing countries;
· review of the influence of the Millennium Development Goals in the establishment of national WSIS and WSSD policy positions;

· identification of national policy priorities for harnessing the information society to the achievement of sustainable development goals; and 

· identification of national policy avenues for harnessing the information society to the achievement of sustainable development goals
2) IS and SD research project design
· identification of appropriate policy research methodologies/frameworks for national level research;
· identification of 8-10 developing country research team members and their countries of focus;
· identification of 4-6 international panel of advisors to guide and peer review research;
· identification of mechanisms for policy influence in countries of focus, including allies within government ministries, academia, civil society, and the private sector.
Given that Asia is home to nearly 60% of the world’s young people (aged 15-24), vast income differentials, and strong engagement in the information society - the scoping study will focus strongly on that region. 
Scoping Study Workplan (December 2002 – March 2003)
The scoping study will be undertaken in three phases:
1)  Identification of scoping team – The IISD project coordinator will identify a scoping study team in consultation with partners, including the members of the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Coalition and IDRC.  This team will be comprised of 3 young researchers from developing regions and a panel of 4-6 senior advisors.   Two of the young researchers will be from Asia in order to represent that region’s demographic and strategic importance to fostering sustainable information societies.  All efforts will be made to identify individuals with the expertise to serve as researchers and advisory panel members in the implementation of the full project in 2003-2004.  Invitations will be extended to these individuals outlining the scoping study and inviting them to participate in team meetings.
2)  Team meetings – The team meeting will have both virtual and face-to-face components.  In mid-January, an electronic discussion forum will be established to enable the scoping team to share initial ideas regarding: the relationship between information society and sustainable development policies and priorities at the national level, background readings and resources, and policy research design.  The virtual meeting will prepare the basis for more detailed discussions at the face-to-face of the international advisory panel meeting to be held in conjunction with the WSIS PrepCom in Geneva, Switzerland (17-28 February).  Scoping team senior advisors will be expected to finance the costs of their participation in the team meeting independently.  Funds will be provided for the travel of the 3 young researchers to Geneva, Switzerland.  The team will also meet one-on-one in Geneva with the national delegations of potential focus countries to seek their input into the project design.    

3)  Scoping study report – The outputs of the virtual and face-to-face team meetings will be incorporated into the drafting of the scoping study as outlined above.  The scoping study will be published on IISD’s Web site with announcements posted through the GKD list, Development Gateway, Digital Divide channel, YCDO.net and other sites/lists.
The scoping study will lead to the development of a proposal for an approximately $150,000 CDN project (April 2003 – March 2004) with preliminary deliverables by October 2003 as input to WSIS PrepCom 3, and the final publication of a multi-lingual report in early 2004.

