About the CCR Youth Network :

In June 2006, more than 40 youth participated in International Conference on Refugee Rights and twenty-five attended the Youth Caucus which launched the CCR Youth Network.  Since then, the Youth Network has continued to evolve and the CCR continues to deepen CCR-youth engagement.  The CCR Fall Consultation in November 2006, ‘Taking the Lead: Refugee and Immigrant Youth’ highlighted the theme of youth inclusion and included the youth-organized and youth-led workshop ‘Overcoming Social Barriers Faced by Refugee and Immigrant Youth’.

Reinforcing the themes presented at the Consultation, the Youth Network has chosen ‘youth inclusion’ as the focus of its activities this year, encompassing both awareness-raising activities on social barriers faced by refugee and immigrant youth and inclusive youth engagement within the CCR.    
The Youth Network has established the following objectives:

· To offer a network for youth involved in the settlement, sponsorship and protection of refugees and immigrants.

· To influence CCR policy by providing a collective voice through which youth can bring their ideas, objectives, and concerns to the Canadian Council for Refugees.

· To promote and support youth engagement in advocating for refugee and immigrant rights.

Nicholas Dubé an active member of the Youth Network and Steering Committee was elected to the CCR Executive Committee in November 2006.  His election is a significant step forward in the CCR’s efforts to bring youth voices to the forefront of CCR activities and raise the profile of the CCR Youth Network within the CCR.
With the assistance of TakingItGlobal, the youth network has set up an online discussion group and project area at: http://groups.takingitglobal.org/ccrjeunes.  

Members of the CCR Youth Network, have been forging objectives and future priorities for the Network.  A Youth Network Steering Committee of eight members (plus one CCR staff liaison, the Communications and Networking Coordinator) meets twice a month through online teleconferencing (Skype), and participation in these sessions is open to everyone who wishes to join in.  The Steering Committee has been established to ensure regional leadership, continuity in activities, and a variety of perspectives.  Steering Committeee members are also involved in the World University Service of Canada, Amnesty International Youth and Student groups, the National Anti-Racism Youth Network and TakingITGlobal, as well as youth advocates working with local CCR member organizations.  A significant proportion of CCR Youth Network members are active in Ontario.  

The Youth Caucus session at the CCR Fall Consultation also saw the creation of four sub-committees of the Youth Network, each with liaisons from the Youth Network Steering Committee.  The subcommittees are: Education, Organizational, Immigration and Settlement and Media.  These subcommittees are actively working on projects: to encourage scholarship, bursary and loaning organizations to allocate funding for refugee and immigrant youth; to schedule a one-day strategy session for youth refugee and immigrant rights advocates prior to the May 2007 CCR consultation in Edmonton; to identify and address barriers in accessing services resulting in youth falling through cracks; to identify appropriate methods to communicate the barriers faced by refugee and immigrant youth and to combat negative perceptions of refugee and immigrant youth.

Progress has been made on several of these priorities where members of the Youth Network have drafted a project proposal for consideration by CCR Working Groups, and particularly by the Immigration and Settlement Working Group.  The goal is to have these projects adopted and carried forwarded by CCR members and youth members in efforts to address these issues on a nation-wide and over the long-term.

The youth strategy session that is proposed for 23 May 2007 in Edmonton, just prior to the CCR Spring Consultation is to be an opportunity for members of the CCR Youth network and refugee and immigrant youth advocates from Edmonton and across the country to discuss and plan actions to address priorities that we witness in our communities and in our work.  The schedule of the day could be:

· Morning session:

:Plenary (everyone) meets - welcome and what is CCR?  What is Youth Network? understanding the issues
:Breaks into smaller groups depending on interests and action priorities– then :Reconvene in plenary to discuss key priorities
- Morning – (CCR overview + youth network issues), workshops?
- Lunch – together, meet and bonding
- Afternoon – subcommittees meet
- Late afternoon – closing circle – subcommittees report, key priorities and realistic/achievable goals that people have committed to
