Ottawa Make Trade Fair Volunteer Committee Meeting Minutes

Those in Attendance: Erika, Kyle, Shannon, Genevieve, Elsie, Drew
Make Trade Fair Booklet

· Bridgehead will distribute at all seven locations, but requires a stand for display. Drew will follow up on the stands.

· A number of new entries should be made, some supplied from Dave of the Ottawa Fair Trade Network (OFTN) and the newest Bridgehead. Also, the formatting requires a touch-up.
· Funding will no longer be sought from Ottawa U’s OPIRG, instead TransFair is excited about our listing, and is willing to fund. 

· Will look at possibility of incorporating a blurb on the work TransFair does, and Oxfam too. 

No Sweat Coalition

· Ottawa is not prepared to hire someone to ensure that departments abide by the ethical purchasing policy and to investigate companies that supply to the city of Ottawa

· The city wants to use a certifying body as a consultant and require companies to be certified.

· We will be sending holiday cards to city councilors at the next meeting advocating the ethical purchasing policy and fair trade. Please bring cards and stamps! 
Fair Trade Conference

· The conference date has been moved, due to availability of space.  Now scheduled for Feb. 3rd, 10-5pm.  

· Presenters and those attending include, Us, Otesha, La Tierra, TransFair, La Siembra, Dennis Howlett (Make Poverty History) etc. 
· Once the schedule has been finalized, it will be distributed, along with a registration form for those interested.  It will not be free (but not expensive): costs to cover food expenses.
Peace and Environmental News

· PEN has expressed interest in running an article about the city’s ethical purchasing policy if we supply it.

· Jan 14th is the deadline, and perhaps Lesley or Shannon might be interested in writing the article, as they have the most firsthand experience, otherwise anyone else who is interested. 

Fair Trade Fair
· For those who decided to purchase a shirt, your $5 is not due until the next meeting (we’re double checking on the procedures)

· The event itself was a success, we were slightly off the beaten track, but had high traffic nonetheless and the Fair Trade Booklets were very popular.

· The names of interested people were collected and sent out. 

Next Meeting is Wednesday December 13th, 6pm, Oxfam National Office
