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Executive Summary
The Youth Caucus, established at the First Preparatory Meeting of the World Summit on the Information Society, built on its previous work at the Pan-European Regional Conference in Bucharest. The group was active in the policy process and maintained awareness of youth related events, goals and involvement in the WSIS process. Young people have been participating in the WSIS process with the support of Youth Creating Digital Opportunities, an initiative founded by GKP, IISD and TakingITGlobal.  Nine members from various Pan-European countries, sponsored by the International Youth Foundation (IYF) and the GKP (Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP), strived to further the influence and gain recognition of youth among governments, NGOs and private sector representatives.  A well attended youth panel delivered by the participants, a daily newsletter featuring various youth initiatives in the Pan-European region and the distribution of a Youth Proposed Text of the final Bucharest declaration, ensured that young people were noted as one of the most visible and eloquent groups of the Pan-European meeting on the WSIS.

I. Context

The Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Framework is a multi-year program to engage young people in building a more equitable information society. The coalition of partners is spearheaded by International Institute for Sustainable Development, TakingITGlobal, and the Global Knowledge Partnership. The Framework supports the development of

· A global knowledge network of young people working with ICTS for development

· Youth participation in major decision-making processes regarding ICTs.

· Small grants, awards and assistance for concrete youth projects.

The Strategy is initially funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, via the Global Knowledge Partnership. 

II. The World Summit on the Information Society

The World Summit on the Information Society is to be organized by the UN in December, 2003. It will explore the impact of the communications revolution on our lives, and develop an action plan for governments, business and civil society to address the following question: What values and actions do we embrace to ensure that the Information Society becomes a vehicle for democracy, justice, equality, and respect for personal and social development?

If there were ever an area where young people were the leaders not only of the future, but also of today, it is the emerging information society. From web development to information access, we are growing up with the latest technologies – and extending them, providing innovative solutions to global challenges. Clearly, if the World Summit on the Information Society is to effect real change, it must involve us - not just in implementation, but also in decision-making.

III. Summary of the overall activities of the Pan European Regional Conference in Bucharest
The conference gathered over 1500 participants from the Pan-European regions.  Events included plenary meetings, parallel sessions (thematic debates, workshops, round tables, forums) and parallel events, all of which explored regulations and values to be adopted in the Information Society.  Some of the most interesting parallel events centered on youth, gender aspects, cultural diversity and multilingualism, role of the media in the IS, new technologies and e-policy and e-regulations.  The gender group was particularly successful as the only civil society group to directly influence the final text of the conference, by having a reference on gender included in it.  However, other groups, and especially the youth caucus, were noted as very well prepared, organized and effective, which led to increased recognition and receptivity on the part of government delegations.

a. Mobilization of young people to participate in the WSIS process

Young people have been active participants in recent United Nations processes – particularly the recent processes related to the Special Session on Children, and the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Yet, when it comes to the Information Society, young people’s involvement is usually inherent, rather than organized. Therefore, a key challenge for IISD and TIG was to establish a network of youth to be involved in the global policy making processes such as WSIS.
i. Mailing List

Prior to the European Regional Meeting TIG established a mailing list at wsisyoutheurope@yahoogroups.com. This mailing list now has over seventy young participants and representatives of organizations active in information society issues at a local and global level. It is being used to 

· Distribute updates on the event, including logistical information about travel arrangements and accreditation for those interested in attending. 

· Facilitate the sharing of documents and declarations from previous events concerned with youth input on information society issues.

· Host a discussion of some of the key issues for WSIS.

b. Youth Sourcebook on the European Regional Meeting

A Youth Sourcebook on the European Regional Meeting was produced as an extension of previous work done by IISD and TIG for PrepCom I.  This sourcebook is the second volume of a series of related publications to be published as part of the preparatory process leading up to the Summit in December 2003.

 
The Sourcebook provided a background to youth participation in decision-making processes, and an introduction to the World Summit on the Information Society. In some detail, the sourcebook walks the reader through the intergovernmental and civil society processes, highlighting the likely key issues and suggesting positions that a Youth Caucus might choose to support. The Sourcebook also provides logistical and regional information for youth caucus participants in Bucharest. As an appendix, the book provided a previously collected compendium of youth-drafted documents and declarations from previous international events and decision-making processes. By referencing these documents, the Youth Caucus was able to incorporate and represent the views of many more young people and youth organizations around the world that could not be physically present. Documents in this compendium included the declarations of the UNESCO Youth Forum, the UN World Youth Forum, the ITU Africa Telecom Youth Forum, the International Youth Parliament, Youth Input to the Dot force, the Youth Building Knowledge Societies e-Conference, International Young Professionals Summit documents and others.

c. Youth Panel: Youth as users and creators in the Information Society

IYF (International Youth Foundation), TakingITGlobal, and the Global Knowledge Partnership jointly sponsored a parallel youth event at the Pan-European Conference on the World Summit on Information Society, where young people representing a range of experiences with ICTs described their activities and discussed key issues related to youth in the Pan-European context.

The panel presentations and discussions centred around the following themes

· Understanding the foundations and potential of the Information Society (new opportunities; the IS: a global space for the new generation)

· Youth needs for information in the following interest areas: education, career building, health, leisure, culture.

· Access to information: Measures and initiatives for ensuring youth computer literacy and closing the digital gap between regions and between social categories.

· Achievements of youth in the Information Society: ideas, projects, partnerships, associations. Possibilities for further involvement and nurturing cooperation.

· Proposals for a more inclusive and facilitating electronic environment for the youth; developing “youth content” on the internet.
· Educating youth to actively participate in G2C, B2C: youth as users and suppliers of digital content.
· Dealing with youth cyber delinquency and illegal content
· Creating sustainable livelihoods through using ICTs in youth employment and youth entrepreneurship initiatives
The following young people from the Pan-European region participated in the panel:

Adrian Pintilie (AEGEE Europe, Romania) is a board member of IT Working Group of AEGEE Europe and board member in several other European projects (Bologna Process, Diplomatic Academy, Key to Europe, etc). He has developed a Working Group Portal and the Digital Election System, an online voting system for the AEGEE structure. Adrian talked about youth-created web tools that make an NGOs’ operational lives easier.

Ashok Regmi (IYF, USA) is a Program Coordinator of YouthActionNet at the International Youth Foundation and holds a Bachelor of Arts in International Political Economy and a Master of Arts degree in Economic Development Policy.  He spoke on the topic of nurturing partnerships, associations and cooperation for youth involvement in the Information Society.
Giuliano Gennaio (Digital Youth Consortium, Italy) is a fourth year student of Political Science at Rome University and a Vice-President of the European Students Council, its Executive Board.  Giuliano explored ICT tools for youth empowerment, e-Inclusivity and e-exclusion and presented a comparative case study on Digital Opportunities for youth in Europe and in the world. 

Itir Akdogan (Youth Association for Habitat and Agenda 21, Turkey) is the coordinator of South-eastern Anatolia Social Development Program for Youth in Turkey and holds a BA in Journalism and a Master of Arts in International Politics.  She introduced us to a networking academy run in partnership with Cisco Systems, UNDP, several Turkish government agencies and University of Dicle.

Jetze Van Der Ham (Netherlands National Youth Council) presented the Dutch youth perspective towards the Information Society.  He is a student of Social History at Erasmus University in Rotterdam, focusing on the relationship between government intervention and public response in the 19th and 20th century.  Jetze is a youth representative to UNESCO (2000-2002) and teaches an online course entitled ‘Youth Transforming Conflict.’

Maike Sippel (Youth for Intergenerational Justice and Sustainability, Germany) studied Architecture and City-Development at the University of Karlsruhe.  She will continue her studies at the PhD level, concentrating on North-South City-Partnerships and their potential for sustainable development.  She presented on the project “PRODAY 2003 and WSIS: Youth Bridges the Digital Divide.”
Maja Andjelkovic (Global Knowledge Partnership, Canada) is a coordinator of Youth Creating Digital Opportunities, an initiative to connect youth using ICTs for development and provide them with a framework for collaboration.  She presented GKP’s Youth Strategy and explored challenges facing youth in ICTs.  Maja holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from Queen’s University (Kingston, Canada).

Michael Furdyk (TakingITGlobal, Canada) is the Director of Technology for TakingITGlobal.org, an online community for youth engaging members in over 190 countries. His interest in computers turned into a series of successful online companies; Prior to TakingITGlobal, Michael co-founded MyDesktop.com in 1997 and BuyBuddy.com in 1999.  He used TakingITGlobal’s story to illustrate how ICT use is accelerating the growth of entrepreneurship.
Tim Hudina (Youth Ambition Association of Slovenia, Slovenia), a high school student, advises young people, organisations and small enterprises on taking advantage of information services.  Tim discussed the development of Information Society in Slovenia with an emphasis on youth involvement and integration.  He also explored the first steps on the way to an effective Information Society and explained his organisation’s role in this process.

d. Newsletter:

The Youth Caucus produced a daily newsletter, with the goal of raising the profile of young people’s presence, communicating the value of youth participation in the process, and highlighting their core concerns. It also served as a showcase for activities of those youth organizations represented by the Youth Caucus members.  The circulation of the newsletter was 200 copies per day.

e. Youth Text:

A youth version of the final conference declaration was distributed to participants.  This “Youth Text” was prepared by Nick Moraitis, the facilitator of the Youth Caucus, and adapted by Youth Caucus members present in Bucharest.  About 300 copies were distributed to government delegates and other participants.  The Youth Caucus was able to ensure that the “Youth Text” is included in the final conference documents.
f. Meetings:


The Youth Caucus met at least twice each day to write the newletter, share information, determine positions, delegate responsibilities, and assist with coordination.  Special sessions were held on the first and last day of conference in order to review and adapt the Youth Proposed Text.  

Two representatives of the Youth Caucus, Maike Sippel and Itir Androgan, were present at a meeting of UN ECE government delegations where a change in the conference declaration was proposed and adopted.  The change incorporated a sentence on gender into the final conference declaration.

g. Final Presentation
A final presentation on the youth panel and overall youth activities was made in the closing plenary by the youth panel rapporteurs, Yves Courrier and Victor-Marius Costan.  The Youth Caucus collaborated closely with the rapporteurs, especially Mr. Yves Courrier of the ITU, throughout the conference to ensure that the most important issues were communicated effectively in the final plenary.  The presentation was delivered partially in French and partially in English, and was received extremely well by all participants.

h. Documents 
All related documents, including newsletters, Youth Text, Youth Caucus members’ bios and the presentation slides from the final plenary can be obtained from the YCDO.net site or by sending a request to maja@takingitglobal.org

i. Contacts Made
Contact was made with the following government delegations, and discussions to include a youth representative on official government delegations will continue after the Bucharest meeting at the initiative of individual Youth Caucus members present at the Pan European conference: 

Government of: 



Contact made by:

Canada 




Maja Andjelkovic and Micheal Furdyk
Germany 




Maike Sippel
Romania 




Adrian Pintilie and Maja Andjelkovic
Poland 




Adrian Pintilie
Slovenia




Tim Hudina
Turkey




Itir Akdogan
The Netherlands



Jetze van der Ham
Italy 





Guiliano Gennaio
Kazakhstan 




Maja Andjelkovic

France 




Maja Andjelkovic

Bulgaria




Maja Andjelkovic

Yugoslavia ( republic level– Serbia) 
Maja Andjelkovic

c. Follow-up steps:

1. Continued development of Youth Platform for the Information Society at the following upcoming preparatory meetings:
a. Asia Regional Meeting

b. Latin America Regional Meeting

c. Prepcom 2

2. Continued cooperation with Governments to identify common issues and reiterate the importance of including youth representatives on official delegations, as well as representing youth interests as one of key stakeholder groups’ in the Information Society.

3. Continued close cooperation and teamwork of the Youth Caucus members (both present and not present in Bucharest), through channels such as the YCDO.net website and groups such as the wsis@youthgroups.com

Prepcom 2 will take place from February 12th until February 28th 2003. It will be the vital event for the World Summit on the Information Society, where the substance of Declaration of Principles and the Plan of Action are tackled. The Youth Caucus will be actively involved and preparations for activity at Prepcom 2 are under way. 

