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I. Executive Summary

Within the framework of Youth Creating Digital Opportunities, TakingITGlobal (TIG) and the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) coordinated youth involvement at the First Preparatory Meeting of the World Summit on the Information Society. Practically, the SDC support via the GKP funded travel, development of a Youth Sourcebook on the First Prepcom, compilation of previous youth declarations on information society issues, facilitation of the broader Youth Caucus, and production of a daily newsletter throughout the Prepcom. In addition to work around the policy agenda, the Prepcom provided space for a range of meetings with potential partners and supporters of the YCDO framework. 
II. Context
The Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Framework is a multi-year program to engage young people in building a more equitable information society. The coalition of partners is spearheaded by International Institute for Sustainable Development, TakingITGlobal, and the Global Knowledge Partnership. The Framework supports the development of
· A global knowledge network of young people working with ICTS for development

· Youth participation in major decision-making processes regarding ICTs.

· Small grants, awards and assistance for concrete youth projects.

The Strategy is initially funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, via the Global Knowledge Partnership. 

III. The World Summit on the Information Society

The World Summit on the Information Society is to be organized by the UN in December, 2003. It will explore the impact of the communications revolution on our lives, and develop an action plan for governments, business and civil society to address the following question: What values and actions do we embrace to ensure that the Information Society becomes a vehicle for democracy, justice, equality, and respect for personal and social development?

If there were ever an area where young people were the leaders not only of the future, but also of today, it is the emerging information society. From web development to information access, we are growing up with the latest technologies – and extending them, providing innovative solutions to global challenges. Clearly, if the World Summit on the Information Society is to effect real change, it must involve us - not just in implementation, but also in decision-making.

IV. Work prior to the Prepcom
a. Mobilization of young people to participate in the WSIS process

Young people have been active participants in recent United Nations processes – particularly the recent processes related to the Special Session on Children, and the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Yet, when it comes to the Information Society, young people’s involvement is usually inherent, rather than organized. Therefore, a key challenge for IISD and TIG is to establish a network of youth to be involved in the global policy making processes such as WSIS. Our goal prior to the First Prepcom was to seed this network with key youth leaders from partner organizations. 
i. Mailing List

TIG established an opt-in mailing list at wsisyouth@yahoogroups.com. This mailing list now has nearly seventy young participants and representatives of organizations active in information society issues at a local and global level. The mailing list served as the key method to engage young people globally in the First Prepcom. It was used to 
· Distribute updates on the event, including logistical information about travel arrangements and accreditation for those interested in attending. 
· Facilitate the sharing of documents and declarations from previous events concerned with youth input on information society issues.

· Host a preliminary discussion of some of the key issues for WSIS.

ii. Outreach to Youth Networks

TIG sent information regarding the World Summit on the Information Society and opportunities to participate, to a range of international youth organizations, including participants in the Youth Forum of the 31st UNESCO General Conference (October 2001), and the World Youth Forum in Dakar, Senegal (August 2001), action partners of the Oxfam International Youth Parliament, and members of the International Young Professionals Foundation and members of the Global Youth Action Network.  At TakingITGlobal’s request, the information was also distributed by the UNESCO Youth Unit to all National Commissions for UNESCO and around 100 further international youth organizations.
b. Youth Sourcebook on WSIS Prepcom 1.
With the procedures and agenda undefined prior to the event, the lack of structure threatened to overwhelm young people without extensive experience of the United Nations. Yet, it also presented an opportunity – if youth were organized they could make a powerful impact. TIG and IISD collaborated to produce a Youth Sourcebook on the WSIS Prepcom 1. This handbook was designed to provide the information young people needed to be efficient and effective at the meeting. 


The Sourcebook provided a background to youth participation in decision-making processes, and an introduction to the World Summit on the Information Society. In some detail, the sourcebook walked through the intergovernmental and civil society processes, highlighting the likely key issues and suggesting positions that a Youth Caucus might choose to support. The Sourcebook then provided logistical information for those delegates supported by the Global Knowledge Partnership. 

c. Compendium of previous youth declarations 

TIG and IISD produced a compendium of youth-drafted documents and declarations from previous international events and decision-making processes. By referencing these documents, the Youth Caucus was able to incorporate and represent the views of many more young people and youth organizations around the world that could not be physically present. Documents included in this compendium included the declarations of the UNESCO Youth Forum, the UN World Youth Forum, the ITU Africa Telecom Youth Forum, the International Youth Parliament, Youth Input to the Dot force, the Youth Building Knowledge Societies e-Conference, and the International Young Professionals Summit, plus a range of other events. A copy of the compendium was provided to each member of the Youth Caucus.
d. Selection process for youth delegates

Seven youth delegates were supported by the Global Knowledge Partnership to attend the First Prepcom. As the registration timeline was particularly tight, the recruitment process was managed by TIG and IISD. Delegates were recruited via the WSIS Youth Discussion list (see above), with some extra outreach via partners in South America. In selection of participants, special attention was given to ensure regional representation, gender balance, and a range of experiences with ICTs. 
V. Work at the Prepcom
a. Youth Delegates
Delegates supported by the Global Knowledge Partnership were:

· ‘Gbenga Sesan (Nigeria, 24, Male). Nigeria’s Information Technology Youth Ambassador and the ITU-BTD Africa Youth Fellowship winner to attend the Bamako WSIS Regional meeting.

· Gaurab Raj Upadhaya (Nepal, 25, Male). Program Producer, Radio Sagarmatha, Winner of the 2002 ICT Stories Competition.

· Gustavo Noronha Silva (Brazil, 18, Male). Software developer, The Debian Project

· Ha Lan Anh (Vietnam, 17, Female). Founder, Voice of Vietnam Young Journalists Group.

· Maitreyi Doshi (India, 18, Female). Student facilitator, iEARN India, volunteer for Nachiketa BalGram home for Children.

· Nick Moraitis (Australia, 19, Male). Director of Strategy and Partnership, TakingITGlobal. Youth Representative on the Australian National Commission for UNESCO.

b. Development of the Youth Caucus
TIG/IISD encouraged the development of an inclusive Youth Caucus, incorporating all the young people participating within the WSIS process. Participants in the Youth Caucus included (in addition those supported by the GKP) representatives of the CRIS Campaign, International Possibilities Unlimited, AGEEE (The European Students Forum), the National Youth Council of Switzerland, and the World Council of Churches.


The Youth Caucus met at least twice each day to share information, determine positions, delegate responsibilities, and assist with coordination.  

c. Mainstreaming Youth within Civil Society, Government and Business

The Youth Caucus developed a position that youth participation should cross-cut all groups and processes within the WSIS, including Civil Society, Government, and Business. 

In terms of Civil Society input, the Youth Caucus nominated representatives to sit in the plenary, as well as join all the committees established such as Procedures, Content and Themes, and Finance. Some NGO delegates noted that much of the impetus for the progressively improvements in the organization of Civil Society was inspired by the Youth Caucus. Members of the Youth Caucus participated actively in regional groups – indeed, almost half the Asia Caucus were members of the Youth Caucus. A session within the Civil Society program entitled “A Youth Perspective on the Information Society” provided an open session for young people, civil society and governmental delegates to discuss the role of youth at the WSIS, as well as some of the key thematic concerns.
In terms of participation in the intergovernmental process, TIG/IISD encouraged governments to include young people within their delegations, with Australia and Nepal including Youth Representatives. These delegates were able to tangible contribute their experiences and knowledge to their government’s positions. More broadly they were able to act as a link between the Civil Society and government delegations. As well as those countries with youth delegates, other countries such as Canada, Switzerland, Malaysia, and Nigeria were supportive of youth participation. Canada sent delegates to some youth caucus meetings to provide advice and encouragement, and actively sought youth input for their own plenary statements.

No young people with a business background participated in the first Prepcom, however TIG/IISD met with a representative of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) who are coordinating business involvement, as well as the World Economic Forum and every effort will be made to increase the involvement of youth-led SME’s in the next stage of the process and the wider YCDO effort. 
d. Communications activities
The Youth Caucus produced a newsletter, the purpose of which was to raise the profile of young people’s presence, communicate the value of youth participation in the process, and highlight their core concerns. Approximately 200-300 copies of the newsletter were distributed Tuesday - Friday.

Each newsletter included:

· a headline article describing the youth position of the substantive issue of the day (such as procedures or content & themes), 

· an article highlighting the daily work of the Youth Caucus, 

· a feature profiling a project being coordinated by a member of the Caucus,

· a calendar noting events coordinated by Youth Caucus

· contact information including weblinks and information on how others could get involved or support the Caucus.

The Youth Caucus was also active in helping to coordinate the Civil Society Press Conference held on Friday. Maitreyi Doshi from the read a Statement from the Youth Caucus at the Press conference, and materials were given to participating journalists. 
Media coverage about youth included a front page story in the daily newsletter published by the Conference of NGOs, and a top-story feature on Oneworld’s www.digitalopportunity.org website.
e. Procedures

The procedural rules dominated discussion at the first Prepcom, and the Youth Caucus prepared its own position, which was presented to the intergovernmental plenary by Ha Lan Anh of Vietnam.
The position recognized that young people were often the leading innovators in the creation, use and spread of information and communications technologies and that young people were aware of and concerned about the efforts of the information revolution on all aspects of our society. It reminded delegates that the UN has repeatedly called for full and effective participation of youth in decision-making at all levels, and that Agenda 21 and General Assembly Resolutions encourages governments to include youth on government delegations. It called for the rules to grant youth the right to speak in the plenary sessions and subcommittees, and alternative accreditation mechanisms as youth-led groups may fall short of the administrative requirements.

f. Content and Themes

The Youth Caucus also elaborated an initial Statement on Content and Themes, for input to the intergovernmental process. In creating this Statement, the Youth Caucus synthesized the previous declarations included in the Compendium produced prior to the conference.  
Key issues highlighted included:
· Youth as a major theme for WSIS

· That basic conditions such as education and health exist as pre-requisites for an information society

· That transparency, democracy, equality, and human rights are key values of an information society.

· That everyone should be able to access and participate in the information society, using the most appropriate technologies available.

· Social, Cultural, Political, Economic and Environmental facets of the information society.
A copy of the draft Declaration of Content and Themes is attached. 

g. Liaison with WSIS Secretariat
As this was the first preparatory meeting, a key goal for the Youth Caucus, and the YCDO partners was to establish a good working relationship with the WSIS Secretariat, so as to facilitate smooth participation and increased opportunities throughout the WSIS process.
Following the Prepcom, a meeting was held between Nick Moraitis and with two short-term interns, Ashley Goodrich-Mahoney and Arezoo Riahi, who had been designated responsibility for youth engagement. This provided an opportunity to hear their perspectives on the Prepcom, brief them on the scope of youth participation in the first Prepcom, and provide background on the comprehensive nature of the Youth Creating Digital Opportunity strategy. 

A second meeting to discuss youth input into the Summit was convened by Louise Lassonde, of the Civil Society Division. This extremely positive meeting involved Nick Moraitis, a number of other key WSIS staff, including Marie Thorndahl and Mehdy Davary, and Robert Guerra of Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility. Nick outlined his thoughts on the success of the first Prepcom, and briefed the participants on the YCDO strategy. Louise outlined plans for the Summit in December 2003, including the series of networked side events to be hosted by the Major Groups, and invited the Youth Caucus to submit a proposal to host an event. Also discussed was potential synergy and/or duplication of effort with the ITU World TELECOM Youth Forum, and how this could be linked to the WSIS. 
It was agreed that TIG (within the YCDO framework) would play a key role facilitating youth involvement in the WSIS and connecting it with other relevant forums. TIG would provide content for a youth page on the WSIS website, which will also link to the YCDO Portal. While the WSIS Secretariat will continue to respond to emails from young people, they will cc TIG on those which are most interesting / relevant.
h. Meetings with donors and partners
The preparatory Committee meeting provided a good opportunity to meet with potential supporters of the YCDO framework. A presentation was created by Terri Willard to present to these stakeholders.

i. GKP and SDC
On the first day of the Prepcom, Terri and Nick met with Gabriele Siegenthaler from the Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation (SDC), and Rinalia Abdul Rahim from the Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP). This meeting served as an opportunity to discuss the YCDO strategy, clarify the respective roles of IISD, TIG and GKP, and determine the best way to structure a “loose partnership with substantial commitment”. Gabriele confirmed that SDC funding would be provided in the amount of US$100,000.
ii. CIDA

The Canadian delegation sent two of their members, Nalan from CIDA and Basil from Industry Canada to the meeting and they provided invaluable advice and were extremely supportive throughout the week. After the formal session was over, we talked to them for a while arranging with Nalan for Terri and Nick to organize a panel discussion at CIDA's office in Ottawa during September to raise awareness within CIDA about the importance of Youth and ICTs and as a precursor to potential CIDA funding for the YCDO strategy. 
iii. Mr Reza Jafari

The number of Youth Caucus members, including Terri and Nick, met with Mr Reza Jafari on the Thursday of the Prepcom. Mr. Jafari was until recently President of the Communications and Entertainment division of EDS. He is also Chairman of the ITU’s Asia TELECOM 2002, and World TELECOM 2003. Particularly supportive of young people, he is planning to organize Youth Forums as part of these events, for which he has raised approximately $1 million.  It was suggested that participants within the WSIS Youth Caucus, might like to make up an advisory board or planning committee for these events. Terri presented the YCDO framework, and Mr. Jafari expressed an interest in the wider strategy, including assisting with fundraising and linkages with other forums, such as the World Economic Forum. Nick noted the potential clash of the TELECOM Youth Forum with the dates of the next UNESCO Youth Forum.

iv. Other potential supporters

Terri also had discussions about funding with representatives of the OECD and the Asian Development Bank. Other meetings were held with representatives of Young Media Partners, the Swiss National Youth Council, UN Volunteers, the Association for Progressive Communications, MandateTheFuture and a range of other organizations.

i. Follow-up steps:

1. Development of meeting reports
Immediately following the Preparatory Committee meeting, a rough, detailed narrative report was compiled by Nick and distributed to members of the Youth Caucus for their inputs and corrections.

This second report has been created as an official record of the activities at the WSIS First Preparatory Committee meeting, as a component of the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Framework.

A third report targeted at young people, will provide a useful guide to Youth Caucus activities at the first Preparatory Committee meeting. This report will be available shortly.
2. Continued development of Youth Platform for the Information Society

A drafting committee led by Maitreyi Doshi and Ha Lan Anh has continued to develop a Youth Platform for the Information Society, as input to the WSIS process. This has involved the continued compilation and synthesis of previous youth declarations on ICT issues, and the inputs of the Youth Caucus via the WSISyouth mailing list.  The latest draft is from July 25. A further more polished draft will be compiled in time for the Global Community Networking Conference in Montreal. Following this event, the text will be produced as a booklet suitable for distribution to delegations at the European regional meeting in November. 

3. Infusion of youth perspectives into other forums
The World Summit on the Information Society is a key process with the wider YCDO strategy of engaging youth in decision-making on ICT issues. Therefore, making linkages between WSIS and other forums is vital. Not only does this ensure that youth concerns are reiterated to ensure they are heard, but it provides the possibility to raise the awareness of the WSIS amongst young people and broaden the number of young people providing input.
a. World Civil Society Forum

Nick Moraitis participated in this event, which occurred directly after the WSIS Preparatory Committee meeting. With the Youth Forum, Nick facilitated two working-group sessions focusing on (1) the applications of ICTS for development and (2) the World Summit on the Information Society. Nick also made the closing speech of the Youth Forum, following Alain Mondeaux, former UNESCO Assistant Director General for Communications.

b. Melaka International Youth Dialogue

With funding from the GKP, Maitreyi Doshi represented the WSIS Youth Caucus and the YCDO partners at this event in Malaysia, organized by the World Assembly of Youth, the global peak-body of National Youth Councils. In a session coordinated by the Global Knowledge Partnership, Maitreyi gave a presentation on the activities of the Youth Caucus at the First Preparatory Committee meeting and invited other youth organizations to mobilize around the WSIS process. Shawn Tan and Rinalia Abdul Rahim of the GKP provided an overview of the YCDO Strategy. IISD provided the GKP with connection to a young person working with the NetCorps program, and TIG provided a connection to two delegates from East Timor who participated with a scholarship from the GKP. The development of an national-level East Timorese Youth Consultation on the WSIS was discussed.

c. World Summit on Sustainable Development

Nick Moraitis and will be representing YCDO and the WSIS Youth Caucus at the WSSD August 23 – September 4 in South Africa. He will be presenting at an ICUN Futures Dialog on Digital Opportunities, participating within the World Business Council for Sustainable Development’s Young Manager’s Team Dialogue Event, and a session on Education for Sustainable Development organized by the Earth Day Network. Discussion within the International Youth Summit and the WSSD Youth Caucus on matters related to the WSIS will be connected into the WSIS process.

d. World Computer Congress

The World Computer Conference to be held in Montreal will include a special series of workshops as part of a youth program designed to provide input to the World Summit on the Information Society. Justin Trudeau (son of the former Canadian Prime Minister) will be heading the Youth Program. Nick Moraitis and Terri Willard have been (recently) liaising closely with the organizing committee, and Terri will be attending to ensure the outcomes are effectively connecting the official WSIS process. A number of other TakingITGlobal members are also likely to participate.
e. Youth Employment Summit
Jennifer Corriero will be co-chairing the ICTs for Youth Employment Working Group with Jose Maria Figures-Olsen (Managing Director of the World Economic Forum). This will be an excellent opportunity to flesh out elements of the Youth Platform for an Information Society related to Youth Employment.  Additionally, Nick Moraitis is planning to coordinate an Open Session on the YCDO strategy, to brief potential partners and supporters on the program.

f. World Economic Forum Global Leaders for Tomorrow (Annual Meeting)
Jennifer Corriero will be attending this exclusive event in Geneva, as a 2002 Global Leader for Tomorrow. She is planning to make a presentation to the GLT group on the YCDO strategy, and ways to get involved – both individually, and potentially as a strategic initiative of the GLT community. 

g. Global Knowledge Partnership Asia Regional Meeting
Maitreyi Doshi will be attending this GKP event in Bangladesh. She will be presenting on the WSIS Youth Caucus, and the broader YCDO strategy. 
h. Global Community Networking Partnership Conference 2002

This event in Montreal is a key part of Civil Society preparations for the World Summit on the Information Society, and it will be also attended by the President of the WSIS and members of the Executive Secretariat. Nick Moraitis and Terri Willard will be helping to facilitate the Youth Component of the conference, which will likely involve numerous TIG members. This conference will provide an important opportunity to further the development of the Youth Platform for the Information Society.
i. ITU Asia Telecom 2002

Jennifer Corriero and Michael Furdyk will be key presenters at the Youth Forum of ITU Asia Telecom 2002 in Hong Kong. This will be an opportunity to develop further input to the Asian Regional Meeting for WSIS and connect the TELECOM Youth and WSIS Youth processes.

4. Preparatory Process

a. European Regional Meeting

TIG has been asked by the Executive Secretariat and the Romanian Secretariat to help facilitate youth input at the European Regional Meeting for WSIS in Bucharest, Romania. At this stage, TIG has committed to connecting the Secretariats with relevant people at European peak-youth bodies, as part of a broader goal to better engage European youth platforms in the WSIS process.
b. Prepcom 2

Prepcom 2 will be the vital event for the World Summit on the Information Society, where the substance of Declaration of Principles and the Plan of Action are tackled. At this point, no dates have been set for Prepcom 2, due to potential clashes with other UN meetings scheduled for Geneva. However, it is likely to take place in March or April. The Youth Caucus plans again to be actively involved, with similar organization as at the first Prepcom. 

Note: Prepcom is not within the scope of the current funding for YCDO and further donor commitments are required to ensure the effective involvement of the WSIS Youth Caucus is sustained.
