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GENERAL QUESTIONS RELATED TO OXFAM CANADA

Oxfam Canada is a member of Oxfam International, a federation of twelve, autonomous non-governmental organizations worldwide. With Oxfam International, Oxfam Canada works on joint campaigns, to raise awareness of issues, and to influence the policy of governments and institutions such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the United Nations.
MISSION 

Oxfam Canada is dedicated to fighting poverty and injustice around the world. We believe that every individual is entitled to an income, an education, affordable health-care, protection from disasters and violence, equality of opportunity and the right to have a say in his or her own future.  We work with people in poor communities, with local partner organizations at home and abroad and with members, volunteers and financial supporters to make this a reality. 

Oxfam believes in FIVE BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS for all humans: 

The right to a sustainable livelihood 


Poor people often have a clear idea of what could help them to overcome their problems, but they lack the resources to put their ideas into practice. That's where Oxfam comes in – providing the necessary funding, training and support to get people started, whether they are farmers making a living off the land or workers striving for better working conditions and pay. 

The right to basic social services 


In poor countries, many people don't have proper medical care or access to basic health information that can help protect them. Many people die of illnesses that could have been prevented or treated. Oxfam helps people improve existing health services and promote health and hygiene in their own communities. 

The right to life and security


Oxfam has a world-wide reputation for emergency relief work; providing among other things, shelter, clean water and sanitation services to people whose lives have been turned upside-down by conflict or natural disaster. Even more importantly, Oxfam puts long-term programs in place to help people rebuild their lives and to prepare for and minimize the impact of future crises. 

The right to be heard


Most poor people have little say in the decisions that affect their lives and virtually no power to change things. Oxfam helps people organize and gain the skills to speak out together, so that their views and needs are heard. 

The right to an identity 

Often the most vulnerable people are those who are oppressed within their own society. This might be because they are women or because of disability, ethnic or cultural identity. With support from Oxfam, people can begin to take control of their own lives and to challenge the negative views that keep them living in poverty. 

WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION ON CURRENT PARTNERSHIPS AND PROJECTS
In the 2005 Annual Report, one can find a list the hundreds of partners with whom Oxfam works, the projects that Oxfam funds around the world, and some local campaign initiatives. 

www.oxfam.ca/publications/downloads/OX-AR-2005.pdf

CURRENT OXFAM CANADA CAMPAIGNS
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 – www.makepovertyhistory.ca 
Four goals of the Make Poverty History campaign:

· More and better aid for developing nations 

· Debt cancellation 

· Trade justice 

· End child poverty in Canada

Since the Make Poverty History campaign was launched, world leaders have taken modest steps toward the campaign's goals: G8 leaders cancelled the debts of 18 poor countries, doubled aid to Africa, and promised US$50 billion in new aid money by 2010.

But a much bigger change is long overdue. The G8 denied debt relief to 40 other deserving countries and ignored the UN's plea that $180 billion in new aid is necessary by 2010. Trade rules still heavily favour rich countries and large corporations, and agricultural export subsidies are still killing poor farmers. 

At Make Poverty History's insistence, all the major political parties (Liberal, Conservative, NDP, Green and Bloc Quebecois) pledged to reach the 0.7% threshold in aid by 2015. They also signed on to making fighting poverty the primary objective of Canadian aid. 
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 – www.maketradefair.com 
Oxfam's report "Rigged Rules and Double Standards," shows that 128 million people could be lifted out of poverty if the rules allowed Africa, Latin America, East Asia and South Asia each to increase their share of world exports by just one percent. In Africa it would generate over $100 billion - five times what the continent receives in aid and debt relief.

However, rich world hypocrisy and double standards stop this from happening. The G8 countries (especially US, EU, Canada and Japan) and big corporations rig the rules by: 

· Subsidizing agribusiness to the tune of $1.5 billion a day. Surpluses are dumped onto world markets, depressing prices and destroying local markets in poor countries. 

· Using the IMF and World Bank to pry open poor countries' markets with little regard to social consequences. 

· Taxing goods from poor countries at four times the rate of goods from rich countries. 

· Profiteering off falling commodity prices that condemn many poor economies to failure. 

· Allowing corporations to ride roughshod over internationally recognized workers rights. 

Oxfam called on Canada to stop forcing poor countries to open their markets, to stop agricultural dumping and to give the poorest countries fair access to the Canadian market. 
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 - www.campaignforeducationcanada.org

Every spring, Oxfam Canada, the Canadian Teachers' Federation and allies around the globe reach out to students, teachers and parents to highlight every child's right to an education. Over 120 million school-age children do not have the opportunity to go to school, and two-thirds of them are girls. 

The Canadian Global Campaign for Education, a coalition of 20 organizations, including Oxfam Canada, aims to recruit 1000 Canadian teachers and NGO facilitators to undertake a two-hour activity in elementary classrooms across Canada during April and May, and to encourage children to take action on this issue. 
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– www.controlarms.org
There are around 639 million small arms and light weapons in the world today. Eight million more are produced every year. 

Without strict control, such weapons will continue to fuel violent conflict, state repression, crime, and domestic abuse. Unless governments act to stop the spread of arms, more lives will be lost, more human rights violations will take place, and more people will be denied the chance to escape poverty. 

For many years, in our work around the world, Oxfam, Amnesty International, and IANSA have witnessed the human cost of arms abuses and campaigned for tougher arms controls. But now the situation is critical. 

Urgent measures are needed immediately. Governments need to take action at every level, from communities to the international arena, to stop this suffering. 

5.
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Working with the Maquila Solidarity Network, Students Against Sweatshops-Canada, the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees, and the Canadian Labour Congress, Oxfam Canada seeks to defend the rights of garment workers overseas and in Canada. 

According to Oxfam campaign coordinator Bill Hynd, "Canadian companies are profiting from abusing the rights of people in many developing countries. It is time that we consumers hold retailers and manufacturers accountable for the conditions under which their clothes are produced." 

Under the slogan, "Exploitation is never in fashion," Oxfam's national campaign will seek to convince universities, school boards and municipal and provincial governments to adopt ethical purchasing and procurement policies. 

OTHER ACTIVE PROGRAMMES AND COMMITTEES IN OTTAWA
The Stamp Programme - www.oxfam.ca/what_you_can_do/stampOutHunger.htm
Oxfam Canada facilitates volunteers to collect used stamps and envelopes for Oxfam Canada's Stamp Programme.  Money is raised by volunteering to sort and sell stamps to collectors and they raise about $10,000 annually.  The Stamp Programme was started in 1980.
The Ottawa Local Schools Group Committee - www.oxnet.org/download_resources
The Ottawa Local Group's School Workshops team of volunteers has lots of experience delivering presentations in school classrooms using with the help of educational resources and games.  Hands-on learning activities and presentations are available to download off of the website. These online resources include everything from PowerPoint presentations (complete with presenter notes) to animated World of Jeopardy games and role-plays.

The CHANGE Initiative (August 2006)

Canadian students entering university or college can partake in Oxfam Canada's leadership training and become skilled and knowledgeable agents of change. Exposed to the international development issues that direct Oxfam's work, Change Leaders in Canadian educational institutions can use their new skills and insights to run Oxfam campaigns on their campuses and in their local communities.

Students are brought together for one week of intensive leadership training that equips them as effective CHANGE advocates. CHANGE participants are introduced to social justice issues directly related to Oxfam Canada's mission, and are asked to work on one or more of these issues on their campus during the academic year. Oxfam assumes the cost of training, room and board, and travel. Participants are assisted throughout the year by a designated Oxfam CHANGE Coordinator. 

FAQs – OXFAM CANADA 

How do I become an Oxfam volunteer?

Fill out a volunteer registration form at www.oxfam.ca/what_you_can_do/register.htm, and an Oxfam representative will contact with you with information on current opportunities that match your interests.

If you’re interested in fundraising on behalf of Oxfam Canada, visit www.oxfam.ca/what_you_can_do or contact your regional office to obtain the fundraising toolkit and fundraising agreement form.  

How can I get involved without volunteering my time?

Check out the various ways your can financially contribute at www.oxfam.ca/what_you_can_do.   You can give a gift of peace, join our monthly SharePlan, or subscribe to the Oxfam VISA, all of which support Oxfam’s work to help people build a better life for themselves.     

You can also become an Oxfam Canada member by visiting www.oxnet.org/members and mailing in your registration form.  By becoming a member of Oxfam Canada you can help formulate our direction, participate in governing bodies and elect representatives to the Board of Directors.

Can I volunteer overseas with Oxfam?

Although Canadians can learn and provide valuable skills by volunteering overseas, it is not within Oxfam Canada’s mandate to provide Canadians with overseas opportunities. Our role in our overseas work is funding development programmes that are initiated locally, seeking to provide long-term benefits to communities and giving people greater control over their lives. Our programmes operate in partnership with local organizations that implement projects themselves. 

Most information can be found on the Oxfam Canada website at www.oxfam.ca.  You can also call the National Office in Ottawa at 613-237-236 or e-mail general inquiries to membershipvol@oxfam.ca 
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THE MAKE TRADE FAIR CAMPAIGN


What is Fair Trade?

Fair Trade is a growing, international movement that ensures that producers in poor countries get a fair deal. 

What does this statement mean?

This means a fair price for their goods (one that covers the cost of production and guarantees a living income), long-term contracts that provide real security; and for many, support to gain the knowledge and skills that they need to develop their businesses and increase sales.

Why is trade currently unfair?

OXFAM believes that the rules of world trade are rigged against the world's poorest farmers pushing them deeper and deeper into poverty. 

THE FIVE RIGGED RULES:

#1 DUMPING

The rich world tells the poor world to get rid of subsidies, but continues to spend $1 billion a day subsidizing its own farming enterprises.

Rich countries dump their subsidized produce on developing countries, driving down the price of local produce and this creates devastating effects on the local economy.

For example, say a rich country and a poor country both sell the same product. Rich farmers are subsidized, making their prices drop. Overproduction in rich countries in encouraged and the surplus is exported. Local farmers in poor countries can’t compete with artificially cheap imported imports. Poor farmers sink deeper into poverty and are sometimes even forced off their land completely.

#2 MARKET ACCESS

If Africa, East Asia, South Asia, and Latin America each increased their share of world exports by just one per cent, the resulting gains could lift 128 million people out of poverty.
Rich countries limit and control poor countries' share of the world market by charging high taxes on imported goods. As a result, many poor countries can only afford to export raw materials, which give far lower returns than finished products.

For example, the rich world buys cheap cotton and cocoa and turns them into expensive clothes and chocolate - reaping all of the profit. At the same time, poor countries are threatened with having loans withheld unless they open their markets to rich countries' exports.

If poor countries had access to rich countries markets, they would be able to work their way out of poverty because the prices for goods would be more competitive without having to face import tariffs of rich countries.  

#3 FORCED LIBERALIZATION

Millions of poor farmers in developing countries cannot earn a living because of cheap, often dumped, food imports.

Rich countries have long used the IMF and World Bank, and aggressive bilateral trade deals, to flood poor countries' markets with cheap products.  Rich countries plan to use the binding rules of the WTO to force this liberalization. They want to kick down the door to the markets of developing countries before they are ready, and in turn will destroy their economies.

Trade rules must promote development, not undermine it. Any new WTO trade deals must ensure that poor countries can regulate trade to promote food security and rural livelihoods because then their infant industries would have a chance to grow. 

#4 LABOUR RIGHTS

Globalization and trade have drawn millions of women in developing countries into paid work. Their labour is contributing to rising global prosperity and to the profits of some of the world's most powerful companies. But women workers are systematically being denied their fair share of the benefits from their labour. 

Companies' demands for faster, more flexible, and cheaper production in their supply chains are undermining the very labour standards that they claim to be promoting. Women workers and their families are the ones that are paying the price. 

Many of these women face insecure contracts, intense production pressure, and intimidation in the workplace. Governments, competing to attract investment and boost exports, too often exacerbate the problem. Oxfam and partner organizations around the world are campaigning to make trade work for women workers.

#5 PATENTS
Increased patent protection for companies in rich countries costs developing countries $40 billion each year.

Under pressure from powerful corporations, the rich world is insisting on stringent patent protection. This will push up the price of essential products like seeds, medicines, textbooks, and software.

Vital drugs will be priced out of reach of poor people. Fourteen million people die from treatable diseases every year. Many of these lives could be saved if cheap drugs were available.

THE ROLE OF THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO)

In September 2001, in Doha, Qatar, the world embarked on an ambitious set of negotiations to reform the World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) global trade rules. Rich countries themselves declared the “Doha Round” of negotiations to be a “development round”, to provide fairer rules to lift millions of people out of poverty.

But nearly five years on, the negotiations have been suspended. Stubborn self-interest by the rich countries has led to this failure to deliver new rules and trade-driven development. The rich potential of the Doha Round is indefinitely delayed because rich countries didn’t get what they wanted.   The losers in this game of rigged rules and double standards are the millions of poor farmers, small-scale producers, and workers in developing countries whose permanent route out of poverty is dependent on a trading system that’s fair.

The WTO negotiations will continue in some form, sooner or later. When this happens, Oxfam will be there to make sure that the progress that has been made during the last five years is built upon. Decisions at the WTO will affect the lives of millions of poor people – for better or for worse. Make Trade Fair must continue to challenge the negotiators at the table: every decision made by them must work for poor people, not just for the rich and powerful.
Oxfam will be calling for a radical reform of the international trading system so that trade can become an engine for poverty reduction. 
· End the use of conditions attached to IMF-World Bank loans, which force poor countries to open their markets regardless of the impact on poor people. 
· Improve market access for poor countries and end the cycle of subsidized agricultural over-production and export dumping by rich countries, without demanding further concessions of developing countries. 

· Create a new international commodities institution to raise prices to levels consistent with a reasonable standard of living for producers, and change corporate practices so that companies pay fair prices. 

· Establish new intellectual property rules so poor countries can afford new technologies and basic medicines, and farmers can to save, exchange, and sell seeds. 

· Prohibit rules that force privatization of basic services that are vital for poverty reduction. 

· Enhance the quality of private-sector investment and employment standards. 

· Democratize the WTO to give poor countries a stronger voice. 
· Change national policies on health, education, and governance so people can develop their capabilities and participate in markets on more equitable terms. 
For more information on the Suspension of the WTO talks on global trade rules please visit: www.maketradefair.com/en/index.php?file=qa_doha_suspended.html#6
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The Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) is a worldwide alliance committed to making world leaders live up to their promises, and to making a breakthrough on poverty. 

Oxfam's Make Trade Fair Campaign is part of this global movement for change - working with others to demand trade justice so that trade can be part of the solution to poverty - not part of the problem.

To find out more GCAP and about how YOU can get involved visit www.whiteband.org
FAQs – MAKE TRADE FAIR ISSUES

How old is the Fair Trade Movement?

In the past decade, the Fair Trade Movement has really taken off.

What has the Fair Trade movement has accomplished? 

By demonstrating widespread global concern, Make Trade Fair has highlighted the adverse impact of unfair trade rules on the livelihoods of millions of poor farmers in developing countries. This has helped to change the terms of the global trade debate and has ensured that the issues of food security and poverty reduction are not ignored in trade talks.

Make Trade Fair has also helped to increase the resolve of developing countries within the WTO negotiations. Through briefings and lobby meetings, Oxfam has assisted developing countries in their assessment of rich countries’ proposals, helping them to resist unreasonable pressure to accept them. By 2005, the collective voice of so many developing countries changed the power balance at the WTO – and led to their refusal to agree to a trade deal that they deemed unjust and not in the interests of their people. 

Another positive effect of Make Trade Fair has been to help bridge the gap between governments and civil society organizations in many developing countries. For instance, as result of our work, small-scale cotton farmers have come to realize the importance of advocacy and now routinely talk to their governments about issues that are affecting them. 

How can one show support for the Make Trade Fair / Make Poverty History Campaign?

A white wristband is the symbol of the Make Poverty History campaign and by wearing it you can send a message that you want to end poverty.  You can get your own Make Poverty History bracelet by making a minimum $2 donation to the Make Poverty History Campaign.

Here are some ways to get a white wristband:

· Donation boxes at all Oxfam Make Trade Fair Information Booths.

· Placing an order on the website www.makepovertyhistory.ca/e/whiteband.html
· Visiting your local Oxfam office.  

W hat can the average person do in Ottawa to support the campaign? 

1) Find out where one can buy Fair Trade products 

· Consult the list of Fair Trade Retailers and Distributors List (hard copies available at Information Booths or at the Oxfam National Office, on-line information coming soon)

· Buy produce from local Fair Trade Markets

· Visit the TransFair Canada website: http://www.transfair.ca/www/en/products/
· Inquire at your local store with the management as to the quantity of fair trade products on the store shelves.

2) You can add your voice to the BIG NOISE Petition

The BIG NOISE petition represents the voices of millions of people around the world who are calling for decision makers to make trade fair. Twenty million people have signed the campaign’s massive global petition to date.  The success of the BIG NOISE is that it belongs to the people who have signed it, from all corners of the world.

Visit the website to sign on: www.maketradefair.com/en/index.php?file=dumped_join.htm

3) You can join the Make Trade Fair Volunteer Committee in Ottawa

More information on the Make Trade Fair Volunteer Committee, please flip to page 17.
CANADIAN PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS FOR FAIR TRADE

Canadian Fair Trade Network - www.fairtradenetwork.ca
The Canadian Fair Trade Network works to increase the market share of Fair Trade products in Canada; in this way we hope to further social justice and environmental sustainability internationally.

Transfair Canada - www.transfair.ca/en/transfair
TransFair Canada is a national non-profit certification and public education organization promoting fair trade certified to improve the livelihood of developing world farmers and workers.  

Canadian Growers Association - www.cog.ca

Canadian Organic Growers Inc. is Canada's national membership-based education and networking organization representing farmers, gardeners and consumers in all provinces.

Peri Dar : A Fair Trade Company - www.peridar.com

Peri Dar sells textile products for your home, made by artisans from places rich in culture, history and talent, places commonly known as the “developing world”.
Our mission is fair trade with artisans: trade founded on respect, dignity and rewarding exchanges for all participants.
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Why adopt a No Sweat policy? 


A No Sweat purchasing policy ensures that taxpayers' dollars are not used to promote sweatshop abuses. An effective No Sweat policy requires apparel companies supplying public institutions to better monitor working conditions in their supply factories and work with their suppliers to improve those conditions. As more and more public institutions adopt No Sweat policies, apparel companies will come under increasing pressure to find industry-wide solutions to the growing problem of sweatshop abuses. When workers stand up for their rights and organize for improved working conditions they will no longer be fired or otherwise punished. 

Why not just boycott companies that violate worker rights? 
A short-term boycott of a specific brand or company can be an effective strategy when it is endorsed by the affected workers and has achievable goals. However, boycotting products without worker support or concrete achievable goals can threaten workers' employment without achieving improvements in working conditions. 

The purpose of a No Sweat policy is to channel the public institution's buying power in a positive way to promote improved working conditions in the industry, rather than boycotting specific brands or manufacturers. 

Isn't a "Made in Canada" policy good enough?

Unfortunately, the "Made in Canada" label does not guarantee that the item was made under humane working conditions. Even in Canada, many garment workers employed in small subcontract factories or sewing brand-name clothes in their own homes are paid less than legal minimum wage, work under unhealthy conditions, are denied statutory benefits, and are compelled to work excessively long hours without overtime pay. 
Will some workers lose their jobs if a No Sweat policy is adopted? 

Workers everywhere have the right to employment, but they also want respect in the workplace, decent working conditions and a living wage. A No Sweat policy encourages current suppliers of uniforms and other apparel products for public institutions to ensure that the rights of workers making those products are respected. Ending a contract with a supplier is the last resort, and should only be resorted to when the supplier refuses to cooperate with the policy. The goal of a No Sweat policy is to encourage current suppliers to improve working conditions, not to cut off suppliers or take actions that result in factory closures or job loss. 

What's included in a No Sweat policy? 

A No Sweat policy requires all suppliers producing clothing for public institutions to comply with local laws and internationally accepted minimum labour standards based on the Declarations of the United Nations and the Conventions of International Labour Organization (ILO). A No Sweat policy includes provisions on child labour, forced labour, discrimination, harassment and abuse, wages, hours of work, and health and safety practices. The better No Sweat policies require payment of a living wage by local standards and prohibit specific forms of discrimination against women workers. 

How does a No Sweat policy work? 

The goal of a No Sweat policy is to achieve positive results with a minimum burden on the municipality, school board or university. Instead, the onus is on the apparel suppliers to provide evidence that they are complying with the policy. 
Apparel companies supplying uniforms or other apparel products to the public institution must comply with the No Sweat policy as a condition of doing business. Appropriate staff of the institution should be mandated to implement the policy. 

An effective No Sweat policy also requires companies to publicly disclose the names and addresses of all factories producing for the public institution; submit public annual reports to the public institution on how they and their subcontractors are achieving compliance with the policy; cooperate with third-party investigations of supply factories when there are credible reports of policy violations; and take corrective action to eliminate abuses when they occur. 

Apparel suppliers, not public institutions, are responsible for carrying out and paying for factory monitoring and third-party investigations of reported policy violations. 

Why are factory disclosure and transparent reporting so important?

Public disclosure of factory locations and annual progress reports encourage companies to pay closer attention to working conditions in their supply chains. Currently, there is no way for consumers, including public institutions, to know where the apparel products they buy are made or under what conditions - clothing labels only tell us the country of origin. Public disclosure of factory locations removes the veil of secrecy that currently protects the industry from public scrutiny, and makes it possible to verify whether company reports on working conditions and labour practices are accurate. 
Successful No Sweat campaigns in Canada and the United States have won university licensing and purchasing policies requiring clothing retailers and manufacturers to disclose manufacturing locations to universities and the public. With that information, university students and administrations have been able to pressure university suppliers to respond to credible reports of worker rights violations and eliminate those abuses. 

Would we have to pay more for sweat-free clothing? 

In most cases, labour costs are a small percentage of the final retail price of a clothing item. Some products made under humane working conditions will cost marginally more than goods made in sweatshops. For many sweat-free items, there will be no extra cost. A public institution should purchase apparel at the lowest responsible price - not at a price that can only be met by using sweatshops. No Sweat purchasing policies ensure a level playing field where all companies compete for business without the unfair advantage of exploiting workers. 

What cities/organizations have adopted a No Sweat policy?

· Bathurst, NB

· Port Hawkesbury, NS

· Calgary, AB

· Duncan, BC

· Ladysmith, BC

· City of Nanaimo, BC

· Regional District of      

· Nanaimo, BC

· North Cowichan, BC

· Province of Manitoba

· Saskatoon, SK

· St. Thomas, ON

· Toronto, ON

· Vancouver, BC

· Windsor, ON

· University of Alberta, AB

· University of British    

· Columbia, BC

· Dalhousie University, NS

· University of Guelph, ON

· Laurentian University, ON

· McMaster University, ON

· Memorial University, NF

· University of Toronto, ON

· Trent University, ON

· University of Waterloo, ON

· University of Western 

· Ontario, ON

· Queen’s University, ON

· Catholic School Board (Eastern ON, Hamilton-Wentworth ON, Huron-Superior ON, York ON, Algonquin and Lakeshore ON)

· Public School Board (Waterloo ON)

GENERAL CANVASSING TIPS

· Be approachable —appeal to everybody. 

· Make sure you have all of the materials that you need. (e.g. clipboard, pamphlets, pens, Oxfam contact information, water, snacks, etc.)

· To train, you should “role-play.” Take turns being the canvasser and canvassee. Play being friendly, skeptical, stony-faced, and downright hostile. Sure it will feel embarrassing and awkward, but not as much as with strangers. Keep at it until you feel comfortable. 

· When you do finally go out, pair up. Two people feel more confident and can back each other up when one of them stumbles. (Apparently a woman and a man together get the best response.) Also, new people should go out with more experienced people if possible. 

· Adapt the message to your personal style. Once you have read this manual you will have a good idea of the issues. Think about what they mean to you and prepare what you will want to say to get the message across to others. 

· Be prepared to listen. It’s not just about delivering your message. Often people will want to share their questions and concerns about the issues with you.

· Don’t be afraid to say you don’t know. If you are unsure about how to answer a question, refer people to the Oxfam website and suggest ways they can get in contact with Oxfam. 

· Remember to wear your Oxfam t-shirt. You can make a donation to Oxfam (minimum $5 to have your very own Oxfam T-shirt)

· Have fun and know that your efforts are truly appreciated! 

For more campaigning ideas please visit the Make Trade Fair website:

www.maketradefair.com/en/index.php?file=04042003094105.htm&cat=1&subcat=14&select=1 

Oxfam’s Canada’s Make Trade Fair Volunteer Committee

Contact Information:

Make Trade Fair Volunteer Committee of Ottawa

Suite 400, 250 City Centre Avenue

Ottawa, ON,  K1R 6K7 
Tel: 613-237-5236

E-mail: oxfam.mtf@hotmail.com

Ottawa’s local Make Trade Fair Volunteer Committee is mainly involved in campaigning and research-related activities related to fair trade issues and also works in collaboration with the Ottawa No Sweat Coalition on the on the No Sweat Campaign.  Committee meetings are held bi-weekly on Wednesday evenings at 6pm at the National Office.

List of Achievements (June 2005-September 2006)

· Creation of the Make Trade Fair Game (hard-copy and online version)

· Creation of a Fair Trade List of over 100 local Retailers and Distributors of Fair Trade products in Ottawa and surrounding areas.

· Creation of a Volunteer Orientation Manual – Make Trade Fair Committee

· Collected over 1000 signatures on the BIG NOISE Petition and Action Cards

· Collected over 300 signatures on the No Sweat Petition

· Got Make Trade Fair Action Cards into to the frosh kits for the University of Ottawa’s 101 Week (250 cards in 2005 and 3000 cards in 2006) 

· Delivered a presentation on Volunteering at the Fair Trade Course for the “In the Developing World” Workshop series (Fall 2005)

· Delivered a Keynote Speaker Presentation on Make Trade Fair at the University of Ottawa’s IMAGINE Fair Trade Event (Nov 2005)

· Made contact with National Farmer’s Association for collaboration on how to protect local farmers and farmers in the developing world from unfair trade rules in the world trading system.
· Created prototypes for Fair Trade posters to be showcased at Information booths.
Information Booths

· Ottawa Folk Festival, Britannia Park (Aug 2005 & 2006)

· Fred Eaglesmith Charity Picnic in Springwater Ontario, (Aug 2005)

· Feast of Fields Festival, Vincent Massey Park (Sept 2005 & 2006)

· National Farmer’s Union Convention, Ottawa West Travel Lodge (Nov 2005)

· Christmas Fair Trade Fair, Glebe (Nov 2005)

· Bare Naked Ladies Concert, NAC (Nov 2005)

· Global Education Resource Fair, University of Ottawa (Jan 2006)

· Spoken Word Night, Mavericks (Feb 2006)

· Public Launch of the Ottawa No Sweat Campaign, City of Ottawa (Mar 2006)

· No Sweat Fashion Show, University of Ottawa, Mar 2006)

· Coldplay Concert, Scotiabank Place (March 2006)

· People and the Planet, St-Paul’s University, (Jun 2006)

· Fair Trade, No Sweat Soccer Tournament, Brewer Park (Jun 2006)

· Simply Raw Pie Eating Contest (Sep 2006)

Types of volunteer roles on the Make Trade Fair Committee:

· Committee Chair/ Volunteer Coordinator

· Internal Communications Officer

· Community Outreach Coordinator

· National Outreach Coordinator

· Research Officer

· Logistics Coordinator

· Public Relations Officer

· Campaigning Coordinator

· Make Trade Fair Game Coordinator

· Schools Group Outreach Officer – Fair Trade
· Oxfam Representatives for Ottawa No Sweat Coalition 

All of the information found in this Manual has come from the following sources:
Oxfam Canada’s Make Trade Fair Volunteer Committee

Oxfam Canada website www.oxfam.ca
Make Trade Fair website www.maketradefair.com
Ottawa No Sweat Coalition website www.ottawanosweat.ca
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