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1. Private Bar Lawyer Referral List
Michael Battista, BA, LLB
(Certified by the Law Society as a Specialist in Immigration and Refugee Law)
Jordan Battista LLP
Barristers and Solicitors
160 Bloor St. East, Suite 1000
Toronto, Ontario  M4W 1B9
Tel. (416) 203-2899, x. 31
Fax  (416) 203-7949
Email mbattista@jordanbattista.com 

Website www.jordanbattista.com
________________________________________________________________________                
El Farouk Khaki, Barrister and Solicitor

501 Yonge St., Ste. 201

Toronto, Ontario  M4Y 1Y4

Tel.  (416) 925-7227

Fax   (416) 925-2450

Email  Elfin925@rogers.com
________________________________________________________________________
Robert I. Blanshay, Barrister & Solicitor
228 Gerrard Street East, 
Toronto, Ontario  M5A 2E8
Tel.  (416) 413-4955
Fax  (416) 413-1649
Website  www.apply2canada.com
________________________________________________________________________
Jonathan Leebosh*

Manager, Lawyer

Egan LLP

Allied with Ernst & Young LLP

222 Bay Street, 21st Floor

Toronto, Ontario  M5K 1H6

Tel.  (416) 943 3560

*  Temporary Resident Visas, extensions of status, calls to the airport, BUT NOT refugee claims/detentions

________________________________________________________________________
Mario D. Bellisimo*
Ormoston, Bellissimo, Rotenberg

Barristers and Solicitors
Tel.  (416) 787-6505

*Mostly medical inadmissibility

2. HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic (Ontario)

65 Wellesley St E #400 (1 block east of the Wellesley subway station)
Toronto, Ontario  M4Y 1G7

Tel.  (416) 340-7790  

Fax.  (416) 340-7248

HALCO is a poverty law clinic that provides free legal advice, direct legal representation to financially eligible PHAs, public legal education, law reform and community development.  HALCO can provide free legal advice (“intake”) and private bar lawyer referrals for immigration and refugee matters.  We are open for intake (phone or walk-in appointments, Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm)
*AIDS2006 – Week of August 13-18:  we will be open for intake on Monday, August 14th, Wednesday, August 16th, and Friday, August 18th only. 
3. Newcomer Resources
The YMCA Newcomer Information Centre (NIC)
42 Charles Street East, 3rd Floor, (Young & Bloor)
Tel. (416) 928-3362
Hours:  
Mon-Thurs – 9am-8pm

Fri-Sat – 10am-2pm

Languages:  English, French, Spanish, Mandarin, Russian, Polish, Hindi, Punjabi, Italian, Urdu, Gujrati, Japanese, Arabic, Tijrinya, Fijian, Swahili, Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, Cantonese, Ukrainian, Thai, Farsi, Dari, Romanian and others.
The Newcomer Information Centre offers the following services:  
*up-to-date information and referral to help newcomers settle in the GTA

*information on shelters, housing, health, employment, schools, credential assessment, ESL classes, etc.

*free access to a resource library, computers, internet access, fax and photocopier
The FCJ Refugee Centre
Website:  http://www.fcjsisters.ca/RefugeeCentre 
Email: fcjrefugeecentre@on.aibn.com  Attention: Francisco Rico-Martinez
208 Oakwood Avenue
Toronto, Ontario
M6E 2V4
Tel: (416) 469-9754
FCJ Refugee Centre (formerly the FCJ Hamilton House Refugee Project) serves refugees and others at risk due to their immigration status, and welcomes anyone asking for advice, counsel and support regarding these issues. The Centre addresses systemic issues that newly arrived refugee claimants face in Canada including lack of resources, marginalization, and discrimination. 
Metropolitan Community Church of Toronto (MCC Toronto)
LGBT REFUGEE PEER SUPPORT MEETING (held monthly)
115 Simpson Ave. (Gerrard and Howland in Riverdale)
Website:  http://www.mcctoronto.com/index.html 
Email:  Refugeeteam@MCCToronto.com  - Attention: Dan Trepanier

The LGBT Newcomer and Refugee Peer and Mentoring Support Group goal is to support those who claim asylum on the grounds that they feared or experienced persecution because of their sexual orientation and to work with newcomers on settlement issues.  Monthly meetings help LGBT Refugees overcome the stress of moving to a new country. The group is led by volunteers familiar with Canadian ways to help newcomers learn about available services and how to use them, practice English, get contacts in their field of work, and participate in the community. At the same time, group members learn about new cultures, other lands and different languages; they make new friends, and they strengthen community life. 
4. AIDS Service Organizations

Africans in Partnership Against AIDS

Address: 
110 Spadina Ave., Suite 207, Toronto, ON M5V 2K4

(Nearest Intersection: Bathurst & College)
Phone: 
416-924-5256; Fax: 416-924-6575; Website: www.apaa.ca

Hours: 

Monday – Friday 10am – 6pm

Contact: 
Fanta Ongoiba, Executive Director and Rachel Traore, Outreach

Languages: 
Aka, Arabic, English, French, Ga, Hausa, Lingala,Portuguese, 

Somali, Swahili, Tigrinya, Twi Zhosa and Yoruba

Clients:
Persons from continental Africa or who identify with this 

community

Services:
African Women Discussion Network, Africans Living with HIV/AIDS 

Support Group, Community Kitchen, Counseling Service, Drop-In Centre, Emergency Fund Service, Volunteering, Women’s Outreach, Interpreters, Buddy Program and Treatment information

AIDS Committee of Toronto

Address:
399 Church Street, 4th Floor  Toronto  M5B 2J6

(Nearest Intersection: Church & Carlton)
Phone:

416-340-2437; Fax: 416-340-8224; Website: www.actoronto.org
Hours:
Monday-Thursday 10-9, Friday 10-5

Contact:
Lori Lucier, Executive Director and Janet Caswell, Case Manager

Languages:
English, Portuguese

Clients:
PHAs & Those affected by HIV/AIDS
Services: 
ACTalk, Community Based Research, Community Health Forums, Counselling Services, Employment Action, Gay Men’s Community Education, Gay men’s Harm Reduction Outreach, Gay Men’s Outreach, Health Promotion Groups and Classes, Library, Portuguese-Speaking Community Education & Men’s Outreach, Practical Assistance, Support Groups, Women’s Community Education, Youth Community Education

Alliance for South Asian AIDS Prevention

Address:
20 Carlton St #126  Toronto  M5B 2H5

(Nearest Intersection: Yonge & Carlton)
Phone:

416-599-2727; Fax: 416-599-6011; Website: www.asaap.ca
Hours:
Monday Wednesday Friday 9-5, Tuesday Thursday 9-7

Contact:
Subhalakshmi Sankara, Executive Director and Rounaq Khan, PHA Support Coordinator

Languages:
English, Gujurati, Hindi, Punjabi, Tamil, Urdu

Clients:
South Asian PHAs
Services: 
Anonymous Testing, Benefits & Assistance, Support Groups, Referrals, Workshops, Resource Development, Library and Resource Centre, Media Awareness, Outreach

Asian Community AIDS Services

Address:
33 Isabella St #107  Toronto  M4Y 2P7

(Nearest Intersection: Yonge & Bloor)
Phone:

416-963-4300; Fax: 416-963-4371; Website: www.acas.org
Hours:
Monday-Friday 11-7

Contact:
Patrick Truong, Support Program Coordinator
Languages:
Cantonese, Mandarin, English, Filipino, Vietnamese

Clients:
East & Southeast Asian PHAs

Services: 
Anonymous Testing, PHA Support Program services, Support Groups, Referrals, Workshops, MSM Outreach/Education/Research Evaluation, Women Outreach/Education

Black Coalition for AIDS Prevention (Black-CAP)

Address:
110 Spadina Ave #207  Toronto  M5V 2K4

(Nearest Intersection: Spadina & King)
Phone:

416-977-9955; Fax: 416-977-7664; Website: 
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9-5

Contact:
Shannon Ryan, Executive Director and Michael-Ann George, Outreach Coordinator

Languages:
English, West Indian, French upon request

Clients:
African and Caribbean PHAs
Services: 
Education & Prevention, Youth Prevention, HIV/AIDS Outreach/Workshops, Case Management, Counselling, Referrals, Home/Hospital Visits, Treatment Support Group

Centre for Spanish Speaking Peoples HIV/AIDS Prevention & Support Program

Address:
2141 Jane St, 2nd Floor  Toronto  M3M 1A2

(Nearest Intersection: Jane & Wilson)
Phone:

416-925-2800; Fax: 416-925-2263; Website: www.spanishservices.org 
Contact:
Jose Cedano


Languages:
English, Spanish

Clients:
Spanish-speaking PHAs

Services: 
Education, Outreach, Counselling, Support Groups, Helpline

Teresa Group Child & Family Aid
Address:
124 Merion Street, Suite 300  Toronto  M4S 2Z2
(Nearest Intersection: Yonge & Davisville)
Phone: 
416-596-7703; Fax: 416-596-7910; Website: www.teresagroup.ca

Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-4
Contact:
Karen Vance-Wallace

Languages:
English, French
Clients:
Children and their families living with HIV/AIDS
Services: 
Diapers, Kids Lunch Packs, Formula, Clothing, Financial Assistance, Internet Services, Transportation, Toys & Games, Moms Support Group, Buddies & Support, Leading the Way, Individual Counselling
Toronto People With AIDS Foundation

Address:
399 Church Street, 2nd Floor  Toronto  M5B 2J6

(Nearest Intersection: Church & Carlton)
Phone:

416-506-1400; Fax: 416-506-1404; Website: www.pwatoronto.org

Hours:
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 10-6, Wednesday 10-8, Friday 9-5

Contact:
Suzanne Paddock, Director of Programs & Services 

Languages:
English, French, Spanish, 
Clients:
People living with HIV/AIDS
Services: 
Food Programs – food bank and meal delivery; Health Promotion – massage, Naturopathic Clinic, needles exchange, reiki, yoga; Income Support – Employment ACTion, financial assistance, government income support programs; Social Programming – craft classes, haircuts, holiday programs, pet program, theatre access; Speakers’ Bureau – education and outreach; Treatment Access and Treatment Information
Voices of Positive Women

Address:
66 Isabella Street, Toronto  M4Y 1N3

Nearest Intersection: Yonge & Bloor

Phone:

416-324-8703; Fax: 416-324-8703; Website: www.vopw.org
Hours:
Monday-Friday 10-5

Contact:
Danielle Layman-Pleet, Executive Director and Kaddu Ndibalwanya, Support Coordinator


Languages:
English, French

Clients:
HIV positive women, including transsexual women

Services:
Treatment access program, peer support network, advocacy, workshops

5. Interpreter Information
Interpretation is a relevant expense associated with refugee/immigration claims.  Where an individual can obtain a certificate from Legal Aid Ontario to access a private bar lawyer, coverage can also be obtained for interpretation – up to 10 hours – and for document translation – up to 3500 words.  
*The following list has been provided by Michael Battista, BA, LLB (see contact info. under Private Bar Lawyer Referral List above):

	Name
	Number
	Language

	Plinio Marmoria 
	416-532-2614
	Spanish, Portuguese, and English

	AMM Translation Services 


	416-759-4334
	Many languages

	Frances Kushner 


	416-562-3276
	Spanish

	Emily Kim 


	416-340-1234
	Korean

	Samir Taleb 


	905-737-1624
	Arabic

	Firoozeh Ardeshiri 


	905-762-0065
	Farsi

	Massi Abdeshiri 
	905-764-9705


	Farsi

	Rosa Torabi-Parizi 


	416-422-3089
	Farsi

	Carmelina Ramundo 


	416-524-1543
	Italian

	Lee Ha 


	416-835-3403
	Korean

	Maria Glass 


	416-620-4870
	Portuguese

	Abdirazak Dirie 
	416-240-0077
	Somali



	Anab Siad 


	416-782-3021
	Somali

	Nuh Samater 


	905-737-5848
	Somali

	Fernando Rouaux 


	416-537-6257
	Spanish

	Marcela Brown 
	416-483-7991


	Spanish


	Name
	Number
	Language

	Amtul Hafeez 


	905-417-9520
	Urdu

	Amtul Rauf 


	416-243-9836
	Urdu

	Imtiaz Ahmed 


	416-321-8448
	Urdu

	Hannah Johannes 
	416-532-9008
	Tigrayan, Amharic, Afar, Italian, and French

	Jorge E. Escobar R.
	905-937-1469
	Spanish and English



	Jesus Mejia 


	416-476-5425
	Spanish

	Dilek Oflazoglu 


	416-831-3407
	Turkish

	Enrique Garcia 


	705-728-0427
	English and Spanish

	Benny Juandi 


	416-588-4015
	Indonesian

	Soheila M. Khatami 
	416-223-4501 or 416-419-0476
	Farsi, Persian and Dari

	Haleh N. Aghaei 


	647-219-9004
	English, Farsi and Dari


In addition, the law offices of El Farouk Khaki, Barrister and Solicitor (see contact info. under Private Bar Lawyer Referral List above) are able to access the following languages:
*Spanish, French, Portugese, Turkish, Arabic, Hebrew, Farsi (Iran, Afghanistan, Central Asia), Russian, Urdu (Pakistan, India), Kachhi/Kutchi (India), Gujarati (India, Pakistan, Tanzania, South Africa, etc.) Amharic (Ethiopia) Swahili (East Africa-Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, etc.) and Cantonese.  
*The law offices have access to an in-house Spanish interpreter/translator

