[image: image1.wmf]
Big Blue Ball – Pictures, People, Place

A cultural playground for planetary creativity and new information 

for repositioning cultural identities

PARTICIPANT AGREEMENT

PARTICIPATION IN PHD RESEARCH PROJECT

CONDUCTED BY DONNA WRIGHT

SOUTHERN CROSS UNIVERSITY , LISMORE, AUSTRALIA

Thank you for agreeing to be part of this research project.  Your role in the project is as a co-contributor to the development of creative ideas about shared communication for our contemporary world.  You are part of the Big Blue Ball project team. Our cultural exchange will be a collaborative, creative process and your ideas will form an integral part of the project.  Because your involvement in the project is a creative response and may include your own artworks, or written ideas, your contribution to the project will be fully acknowledged in all publications, exhibitions and presentations associated with the project.  You will be listed as a project team member.

As a Big Blue Ball Project team member you will be given 6 visual images that are representative of a culturally diverse, globalised, world population. The images will be distributed as A-4 colour photocopied reproductions and/or electronically.  You will contribute to the project by responding to the images in a way that allows your ideas about their meaning to take shape. You can write about the image, creatively work into and change the image so that it better represents your ideas, or you can replace the image entirely with another that offers a more familiar translation. 

You have until APRIL 30th 2006 to complete your responses, although this is flexible. Written responses may only require a day; visual responses may take much longer. We will be in regular contact via email throughout the project, so any concerns that may arise can be quickly resolved, and any questions you have can be answered. I will update you regularly on how the project is progressing.  

Remember, your involvement is voluntary. If you wish to withdraw from the team at any time, for whatever reason, just send me an email to blue_ball_project@hotmail.com.  

The ethical aspects of this study have been approved by the Southern Cross University Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC). The Approval Number is ECN-05-123. John Smith, School of Arts, is the supervisor for this project. His contact is [02] 66260 3901 or email jsmith@scu.edu.au.  If you have any complaints or reservations about any ethical aspect of your participation in this research, you may contact the HREC through the Ethics Complaints Officer, Ms Sue Kelly, phone [02] 6626 9139, fax [02] 6626 9145, email: skelly1@scu.edu.au. Any complaint you make will be treated in confidence and investigated, and you will be informed of the outcome.
On the back of this form is the formal Participant Agreement and Consent. You are required to complete this section and return it to me before we can begin. Please read the information carefully, and if you have any questions or queries, please contact me before signing. It is important that you fully understand your role in the project. 
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Please ensure that you retain, or are provided with a copy of your signed Agreement and Consent.

Please complete the details below and return to the following address;  


Donna Wright


Blue Ball Project


5/23 Chermside Street


Highgate Hill Q 4101


Australia

or via the project’s  email address at blue_ball_project@hotmail.com. If you are returning the Participant Agreement and Consent, COMPLETED, via email, then this will constitute acceptance of your role on the project team. 

NAME________________________________________AGE______NATIONALITY_____________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________

I ___________________________________________________ have read the information and the conditions of participation in the Big Blue Ball Project, and I agree to participate in the Big Blue Ball Project as a project team member. I am over the age of 18 years. My personal contact details will not be disclosed or used in any way, other than for the requirements of the project. 

Additional Consent:

Any information that is obtained in connection with this study and that can be identified with you will remain confidential and will be disclosed only with your permission.  Please circle whether you agree or disagree to your identity being disclosed.

I hereby AGREE / DISAGREE to my name being publicly disclosed in publications, exhibitions and presentations associated with the Big Blue Ball project.

Please sign here: _____________________________________________Date:___________________________

I certify that the terms of involvement in the Big Blue Ball Project have been explained to the participant, and that the participant understands the terms prior to signing the form and does not require further explanation from an independent person .  

Signature of researcher 
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                                       Date________________________________
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